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At least 19 killed in Nepal protests; Sharma Oli govt.
revokes social media ban

AuTd faRiY ye=ia § $H A $H 19 B Aid; ET 3l TRPR
1 Aiwra Hifsar ufasy aras forar

Page3

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 997193248
Website : patrioticias.in e



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

9]

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

At least 19 killed in Nepal .

www.patrioticias.in

in Nepal on Monday after protests

protests; Sharma Oli govt.
revokes social media ban

Sanjeev Satgainya
KATHMANDU

At least 19 people were
killed and over 300 injured
in Nepal on Monday after
protests erupted in cities
across the country, trig-
gered by a sweeping social
media ban imposed by the
K.P. Sharma Oli govern-
ment. In Kathmandu, the
police fired rubber bullets
and live rounds at a de-
monstration. The govern-
ment revoked the ban late

The police using water cannon on protesters during clashes outside
the parliament building in Kathmandu on Monday. AP

ering from Monday morn-

decision to lift the social

at night. ing, and as time passed, media ban, said Minister

Led by Nepal’s tech-sav-  the protest grew bigger. for Communications and
vy “Gen Z” generation, They marched towards Information Technology
thousands poured into the  the Federal Parliament Prithvi Subba Gurung, who

streets of Kathmandu and
other major cities to prot-
est “corruption, nepotism,
and misgovernance” of the
Oli government, following
the ban on social media
platforms imposed on

building in New Banesh-
wor, and broke through
the police cordon to enter
the premises while chant-
ing slogans against the
leaders, including Mr. Oli,
and demanding he “leave

is also the government spo-
kesperson. Following the
decision, platforms like X,
Facebook, and WhatsApp
were gradually restored in
Nepal.

Thursday. Protesters ral- the country”. ‘State brutality’
lied in Kathmandu, Pokha- Kathmandu’s Chief Dis- Many observers criticised
ra, Butwal, Dharan, Ghora-  trict Officer issued a notice  state brutality, which they

hi, Itahari, and elsewhere
after the government cited
failure to comply with Ne-
pal’s mandatory registra-
tion requirements to ban
over two dozen platforms,
including X, Instagram, Fa-
cebook, and WhatsApp.
Free speech advocates had
alleged the ban was an at-
tempt to silence dissent.

A Cabinet meeting held
in the evening decided to
form an inquiry committee
to investigate the day’s
events.

A statement released by
Mr. Oli defended the social
media ban and blamed “in-
filtrators” for the violence.

stating that the police
would fire shots if govern-
ment property was target-
ed, which was immediately
met with fierce opposition.
Nevertheless, the police
used water cannons and
fired live bullets, leading to
the deaths of young
protesters.

In his statement, Mr. Oli
said the government did
not intend to block or ban
any social media sites per-
manently, but the decision
was made after the plat-
forms failed to comply
with Nepal’s registration
requirements. “The fami-
lies of the deceased will be

said was on a scale far grea-
ter than that seen during
King Gyanendra’s regime
19 years ago.

Yadav Devkota, a public
intellectual, said, “It was a
protest by youngsters and
schoolchildren, which did
not have any political agen-
da, but the ruling class
reacted violently, and it is
highly condemnable.”

“Corruption, crony cap-
italism, and extractive pol-
itics have frustrated a big
chunk of Nepalis. Mem-
bers of Gen Z have been
disenchanted for quite a
while, feeling that misgo-
vernance is robbing them

He also expressed sorrow  provided compensation, of their future,” said Mr.

over the deaths during the  and the injured will receive = Devkota.

protests. free treatment,” he said in Protesters in Kathman-
Earlier, Home Minister the statement. “Today’sin-  du said they were not guid-

Ramesh Lekhak resigned cident will be thoroughly ed by any political party or

over the developments. investigated.” group.

At Maitighar, in the
heart of Kathmandu, de-
monstrators started gath-

A curfew was imposed
in the capital till 10 p.m. A
Cabinet meeting made the
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erupted in cities across the country, triggered by a sweeping social media ban imposed by
the K.P. Sharma Oli government.

THGR & AT & SR & WeR] H UG HSHA & §I HH I HH 19 @RT AR 7T 3R 300
SHfRIP I g1 T, o] HRUI 4%, T et TR gRIT T 11 HiRred Hifgar ufady
Tl

In Kathmandu, the police fired rubber bullets and live rounds at a demonstration.

HISHIG & Yo - Ye= & SR IR Pt Mieri iR Rier Mt aars|

The government revoked the ban late at night.

WHR = X Id ufasy Iy o femm|

Led by Nepal’s Gen Z generation, thousands poured into the streets of Kathmandu and
other major cities to protest “corruption, nepotism, and misgovernance” of the Oli
government, following the ban on social media platforms imposed on Thursday.

AUTd B 9 oS Wit & A §, THAR I T U ARG HifSaT Uiaee & a6, TRl @t
PTG 3R 3T YT eI B! ISH! IR IaR 3T 3R el WPR & "UPTER, HTS-
uﬁwﬁvw--%%ﬁﬁamml

Protesters rallied in Kathmandu, Pokhara, Butwal, Dharan, Ghorahi, Itahari, and
elsewhere after the government cited failure to comply with Nepal’s mandatory registration
requirements to ban over two dozen platforms, including X, Instagram, Facebook, and
WhatsApp.

WHR GRT AT Pt ARt Gofieor gz daraii &1 ure = H- $I gardl od gu X,
3T, $agH AR FTEATY Id &l goi ¥ 3w Wehm! o ufaefiid & & ae,
TP ¥ BIoHTg, TRERT, gead, URTH, GIRTEY, Fegdt 3R 37 STgl )R Xl 31|

Free speech advocates had alleged the ban was an attempt to silence dissent.

o YY1 JHAST 7 SR Tran o7 fob a8 ufaey faRty &Y g &1 vy 1l

A Cabinet meeting held in the evening decided to form an inquiry committee to investigate
the day’s events.

M B §s Pia-c 96 | oA S gersil &1 Jia & fore s afifa 59 &1 Fofg foran wan)

A statement released by Mr. Oli defended the social media ban and blamed “infiltrators”
for the violence.

oft 3ielt g1 I Fa A Aiwrer Wifsan wfody o1 s fovan wa iR g & o geafeai
1 a8 SEl T

He also expressed sorrow over the deaths during the protests.

351 fakly TeRl & SR g Hidl W 3w i e o)

Earlier, Home Minister Ramesh Lekhak resigned over the developments.

sﬂ%%ﬁ,%ﬁaﬁ?ﬁwmﬁw%aﬁg&ﬁwé%m

At Maitighar, in the heart of Kathmandu, demonstrators started gathering from Monday
morning, and as time passed, the protest grew bigger.

FISHIG & g B U AR T HIAR Y8 Y USASHINA! BT Je1 JR= g 3R T8 sta
& 91y foRiy sgdr T
They marched towards the Federal Parliament building in New Baneshwor, and broke
through the police cordon to enter the premises while chanting slogans against the leaders,
including Mr. Oli, and demanding he “leave the country”.
d g F9R YA W THE Was ST 3R AT B GU Y 3R Aarsfl, fod oft siveft of =it
¥, &% RIATH TR TG gU YT 3¢ "SR BIeA" HI A F3d gU YT TRT AsdH IRER H g9
|
Kathmandu’s Chief District Officer issued a notice stating that the police would fire shots if
government property was targeted, which was immediately met with fierce opposition.
FIeUIg $ GBI forar fUsRY 7 1 Aed IR FRd gU H8T o Al TR Hufd i FH=ier
TN T A gferd Miferat gemeh, T gid SReR faRly fosan
Nevertheless, the police used water cannons and fired live bullets, leading to the deaths of
young protesters.

S1a9[g, I A afer b &1 SxauTd fohar iR Rigr Mt gars, o/ gar
TeRMBIRA! 1 1id 8l T3 |
In his statement, Mr. Oli said the government did not intend to block or ban any social media
sites permanently, but the decision was made after the platforms failed to comply with
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Nepal’s registration requirements.

3 7 H 4 eieft 3 we1 fr TR 1 fhadt +ff Aiwre Hifgar Arge & Rl U A <t
YT S B BT ST a1 U, Afp I8 ofa aa feram a1 oie WewH AuTe &1 Usiteor
STaLIH TSN BT UTa B | [ d B

“The families of the deceased will be provided compensation, and the injured will receive
free treatment,” he said in the statement. “Today’s incident will be thoroughly investigated.”
IBI T | Fgl, "Jdd! & IRARI DI AT [T ST R ure! o1 F:3[eh IuaR B
ST 31T B ge1 Dt R kG o i d B! Sevi |

A curfew was imposed in the capital till 10 p.m.

TS H I 10 T qH PR, I T

A Cabinet meeting made the decision to lift the social media ban, said Minister for
Communications and Information Technology Prithvi Subba Gurung, who is also the
government spokesperson.

WEHR & Yaadl R VIR T a1 Menfiet @it gt gear 371 7 a1 & Sfae sea o
e HifEan ufody gem &1 ok forar w

Following the decision, platforms like X, Facebook, and WhatsApp were gradually restored
in Nepal.

ol & a1g AuTa & X, BagH AR FTEAy o WewH fR-4R F81d R f3u M

‘State brutality’

I BT TT

Many observers criticised state brutality, which they said was on a scale far greater than that
seen during King Gyanendra’s regime 19 years ago.

D5 THAED] - T Pt Favdl I HATAA DI, BT TR 3P AR 19 T UG ol
TS & BT S SR o8 T TR I Hal 31 |

Yadav Devkota, a public intellectual, said, “It was a protest by youngsters and
schoolchildren, which did not have any political agenda, but the ruling class reacted violently,
and it is highly condemnable.”

feide aTqa SadieT 3 Fel, a8 garsit 3R Wpat sl g fasa T faviy o1, forgast
B SIS ToisT Al AT, A TaruR} &t = fgue ufafear §f oik 8 srafie Fea g1
“Corruption, crony capitalism, and extractive politics have frustrated a big chunk of
Nepalis. Members of Gen Z have been disenchanted for quite a while, feeling that
misgovernance is robbing them of their future,” said Mr. Devkota.
st Sawier I e, "YFTAR, HTS-Udeare Ushare 3R 2 IeFife 3 Ao ¥ 1o o
o ! PRI o a1 31 9F 9IS & 9o H1! 999 § HigHT &1 RI$R &, 3¢ avdl § b
UM 3T Hfaw S TR 1"
Protesters in Kathmandu said they were not guided by any polltlcal party or group.

PToHIg & UCRAGINGI - gl [ o fadlt ot Ire=iifae g a1 wifg ¥ MR 78t 31
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R
CM Sukhu declares Himachal
Pradesh a ‘fully literate State’

Chief Minister Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu on
Monday declared Himachal Pradesh as a “fully
literate State’ on the occasion of International
Literacy Day. The announcement was made in
Shimla at an event organised by the Directorate of
School Education. Mr. Sukhu said the State had
reached the goal well before the scheduled time
frame, adding that the journey from minimal
literacy rate of around 7% to full literacy was full
of challenges, yet the State consistently moved
forward with the aim of providing quality
education. He stressed continuous reforms in line
with modern-day requirements.

SMTIHATSH & SR AR URT TR &R &

CM Sukhu declares Himachal
Pradesh a ‘fully literate State

e g A fewre uew &) quf
o

HI&R I’

o Chief Minister Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu on Monday
declared Himachal Pradesh as a ‘fully literate State’ on the
occasion of Internatlonal L|teracy Day.

Rig g 7 s wnaran
faaw & SawR R fFuTaa wexr &1 ‘qul ATeR I "t faan|
¢ The announcement was made in Shimla at an event
organised by the Directorate of School Education.

T dIvon e o oo fRren fFe=med gr1 s te
DHTIHH H B 75 |

¢ Mr. Sukhu said the State had reached the goal well before
the scheduled time frame, adding that the journey from minimal
literacy rate of around 7% to full literacy was full of
challenges, yet the State consistently moved forward with the
aim of providing quality education.

ot gg A Fel o I A Fuiia gog W @ g 81 &9 w
R for, SiR gg ot SISt o TTHT 7% B =g aH A&l o3 9
quf JT&RaT a% &1 I gAfaar ¥ 4 g3 o, e ot s A
TR TUTaATgol FRAST U™ SR & AT & A1 31 Fg-11 IR
(|

¢ He stressed continuous reforms in line with modern-day
requirements.

IgI 3T
L4 INBRIEF

PM Modi to open conference of

commanders in Kolkata

e Akt Sraear § FHISI &
T BT SgUTe Bl

e  Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate the

Combined Commanders’ Conference (CCC), 2025
scheduled from September 15 to 17 in Kolkata.

GYHEAT % AT 15 | 17 RidaR do draerar §
IR 81 ATl WY HHISIA & T (CCC), 2025

D1 IgaTe B |

e The CCC is the apex-level forum of the armed forces,
bringing together the nation’s top civil and military
leadership to exchange views and chart the course
for India’s defence preparedness.

CCC U3 §al &1 3-\ig Hd ©, 3 o & Y
AR 3R AT Aged DI Ue 1Y 11 ¢ Ty faarl &1
SATSTH-USTH 5T S ¥dh 3R YR Pt I8 st & forg

VI AR & S T& |

PM Modi to open conference
of commanders in Kolkata

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate
the Combined Commanders’ Conference (CCC),
2025 scheduled from September 15 to 17 in
Kolkata. The CCC is the apex-level forum of the
armed forces, bringing together the nation’s top
civil and military leadership to exchange views
and chart the course for India’s defence
preparedness. The theme of this year’s
conference is “Year of reforms — transforming for
the future”. According to the Defence Ministry,
the conference will focus on reforms,
transformation and change, and operational
preparedness.
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e The theme of this year’s conference is “Year of reforms — transforming for the future”.

9 Y & T ST fIwd § “JUR &1 af — Hfdsy & forg ufvad=

e According to the Defence Ministry, the conference will focus on reforms, transformation
and change, and operational preparedness.

T HATAT & 3UR, I8 T UK,

BRI

gf¥ad= 3R Sgarg duT HATaTdH® duRl R Bfd

Assam to celebrate Bhupen
Hazarika’s birth centenary

PM, Home Minister pay rich tribute to the legendary singer-composer; Hazarika carried Assam to

the world through his soulful melodies and made humanity his tune & love his anthem, says CM

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

rime Minister Na-
Prendra Modi and
Union Home Minis-

ter Amit Shah paid rich tri-
butes to Bhupen Hazarika
as the Assam government
launched a year-long cele-
bration of the birth centen-
ary of the legendary singer-
composer on Monday.

Hazarika, lovingly
called Sudhakantha (nec-
tar-voiced), was born on
September 8, 1926.

In an article, the Prime
Minister threw light on the
music maestro’s life and
music, and how it inspired
millions of people in As-
sam and beyond.

Mr. Shah took to the so-
cial media platform X. “Re-
membering Bharat Ratna
Dr. Bhupen Hazarika Ji on
his Jayanti. Known as the
Bard of Brahmaputra, Ha-
zarika Ji’s soulful voice car-
ried the spirit of Assam to
the world, and his crea-
tions spoke of love, unity
and humanity. His melo-
dies will forever echo in
our hearts, reminding us of
the power of music to heal
and unite. By conferring

MIVTRY

Members of the All Assam Students’ Union pay tribute to Bhupen
Hazarika on his birth anniversary in Guwahati on Monday. PTI

upon him the Bharat Rat-
na, Modi Ji ensured that his
legacy remains immortal,”
he wrote.

‘Bridging hearts’

In Guwahati, Governor
Laxman Prasad Acharya
and Chief Minister Himan-
ta Biswa Sarma paid hom-
age to the late Hazarika,
during the inaugural cen-
tenary function at the Dr.
Bhupen Hazarika Saman-
nay Tirtha. Hazarika was
cremated at this centre ad-
joining the Gauhati Univer-
sity in November 2011. He
had penned and sung the

theme song of the universi-
ty, Jilikabo Luitore
Paar (the university will il-
luminate the banks of Luit,
an Assamese alias for the
Brahmaputra), after it was
established in 1948.

The Chief Minister of As-
sam, Himanta Biswa Sar-
ma, also posted on social
media platform X.

“Today, we celebrate
the life of a legend, who
carried Assam to the world
through his soulful melo-
dies and made humanity
his tune & love his anthem.
We celebrate the Bharat
Ratna Dr Bhupen Hazari-

ka, on his jayanti, remem-
bering his life, which was a
poetry in itself,” Mr. Sarma
said.

“Bhupen Hazarika’s life
teaches us the power of
empathy, of listening to pe-
ople, and of staying rooted.
His songs continue to be
sung by the young and old
alike,” Union Minister of
Ports, Shipping, and Wa-
terways Sarbananda Sono-
wal said.

Arunachal Pradesh,
where Hazarika spent a
part of his chilhood, also
paid tributes to the music
maestro.

“Remembering the Le-
gendary Bharat Ratna Bhu-
pen Hazarika Ji on his birth
anniversary. Your songs
beautifully bridged the
hearts of Northeast India
and the rest of the world.
In Arunachal, your melo-
dies continue to resonate,
inspiring peace, unity, and
cultural pride. May your
timeless legacy keep con-
necting generations,” Chief
Minister Pema Khandu
posted on X. The maestro
shared a deep connection
with Bolung village in Aru-
nachal Pradesh’s Lower Di-
bang Valley.
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Assam to celebrate Bhupen Hazarika’s birth centenary

3TY YU §ATRDT DI o RcdTeq] HATI

PM, Home Minister pay rich tribute to the legendary singer-composer; Hazarika carried Assam
to the world through his soulful melodies and made humanity his tune & love his anthem, says

cM
TYTTHAL, T8 HAL 7 7T TS-HHdeR B ygiafer df; R 3 ST gelTiedr = 3o yragof
YT & TTAH A SRTH B AT 9P UgaATdT 3NR WGl B YT IR YT FH BT (=T T I

e Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Union Home Minister Amit Shah paid rich tributes to
Bhupen Hazarika as the Assam government launched a year-long celebration of the birth
centenary of the legendary singer-composer on Monday.

YT g WL 3R e g Tt SHfira =g 7 YU gt &I ygioia ftd & wife
S PR - AHAR DI 7 TAG-HNADR $I o cdTed! & TR I aTd SId Bt
B3I B |

e Hazarika, lovingly called Sudhakantha (nectar-voiced), was born on September 8, 1926.
FATR®T, oI TR W UTHS (3T TR aTel) FHel ST AT, BT o H 8 RIdaR, 1926 &1 a1 ol

¢ In an article, the Prime Minister threw light on the music maestro’s life and music, and how it
inspired millions of people in Assam and beyond.

U A H, GYTHHAT 3 39 TIid A=) & Sfia iR Tifid IR YTl STaT 3R S fb 539
3H 3R ITE W Gl A B Hd IR fpa

e Mr. Shah took to the social media platform X. “Remembering Bharat Ratna Dr. Bhupen
Hazarika Ji on his Jayanti. Known as the Bard of Brahmaputra, Hazarika Ji’s soulful
voice carried the spirit of Assam to the world, and his creations spoke of love, unity and
humanity. His melodies will forever echo in our hearts, reminding us of the power of music
to heal and unite. By conferring upon him the Bharat Ratna, Modi Ji ensured that his
legacy remains immortal,” he wrote.

oft =g 7 Tivre HfE wewd X R ol “URa ¥ ST YU FTRST ot &I ITH! SHidt R
gre PR B § | YA & 918 & FU H S S dTed, FTRPT St Bt HTaquf Smare o $raH $i
SATCHT DI AT % UgardT, 3R 3! T8 UH, THdT 3R TGl &t aTd Hral A | 3Tt g
B0 R feal & 1o %3+, g wifta #t =ifea ) are feand 18 3 ag 9w oiR uage &)
THdl g1 3% HIRd I UeH HRab, AT Sit 3 GAfEa foan fos 39t favraa s T 1

e ‘Bridging hearts’

el 3t sitgr

¢ In Guwahati, Governor Laxman Prasad Acharya and Chief Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma paid homage to the late Hazarika, during the inaugural centenary function at the
Dr. Bhupen Hazarika Samannay Tirtha.
T[aTeTel H, ISUUTA |EHT U1 e SR Y= fewar fawar W= 7 1. YU+ genfyer
Tu=ag i § Smforg 97 AT} IguTed TURIE & SRM [GATTd golINGT I yGiwife |

o Hazarika was cremated at this centre adjoining the Gauhati University in November 2011.
FUIRPT &1 SifdH DR Tdax 2011 T Tarere! fayfaemeay & o fd 59 &g F fasar
YTl

e He penned and sung the theme song of the university, Jilikabo Luitore Paar (the university
will illuminate the banks of Luit, an Assamese alias for the Brahmaputra), after it was
established in 1948.

I 1948 H fayfaemera &t R & 918 Iuw! AW |ivT, Siferera! ggai uR (fayfeeamea
T3 & BRI DI UHTRIT B, SIS BT SrAfFar =), ferar 3R wmar um

e The Chief Minister of Assam, Himanta Biswa Sarma, also posted on social media platform

X.
3 & gErAt fedar fovar avan 7 oft diwre Hifsar wiewid X iR uike faan

e “Today, we celebrate the life of a legend, who carried Assam to the world through his
soulful melodies and made humanity his tune & love his anthem. We celebrate the Bharat
Ratna Dr Bhupen Hazarika, on his jayanti, remembering his life, which was a poetry in
itself,” Mr. Sarma said.

“3{ToT, B TP WET &l & SIa- &1 919 T 38 §, g~ 3ot uraquf ¢ & Areqd § sraw
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B g1 aF U SR HIFTAT DI SO TR qUT WH ST 30T 7T §-19T1 §H R I S,
YU FATRDT DI ITH! St TR TS FHRd gU SAHT S1a- 138 &, o W § TP wfgar o1, oft

AT A Hall

“Bhupen Hazarika’s life teaches us the power of empathy, of listening to people, and of

staying rooted. His songs continue to be sung by the young and old alike,” Union Minister

of Ports Shlpplng and Waterways Sarbananda Sonowal said.
GIT*I'WP‘%/ = wafHe WAETe A FE, YU TGt $1 Sita- 5o

ﬁ;[ﬁra'ﬂ'\fr%r ?ﬁ"ﬁﬁﬁﬁ-‘ﬁ 3R o | I TeR 1 Wab a1 81 39 i 3t o gar

sﬁ?g@fﬂﬂﬂmﬂmaﬁ%r’

Arunachal Pradesh, where Hazarika spent a part of his childhood, also paid tributes to the

music maestro.

PV USRT, STeT SWINDT 3 31U F9U_ &1 $3 JHY foamn, 7 +ff s wifta a=iidt &

ygiafer 4l

‘Remembering the Legendary Bharat Ratna Bhupen Hazarika Ji on his birth anniversary.
Your songs beautifully bridged the hearts of Northeast India and the rest of the world. In
Arunachal, your melodies continue to resonate, inspiring peace, unity, and cultural pride.

May your timeless legacy keep connecting
generations,” Chief Minister Pema Khandu
posted on X.

TR 91T @i A X W URe o1, “He™ YRd

T YU GTRPT St Bl I7b1 oI qiis W ara

PR QT E | 3T fdl 7 gaiar URd iR gar &

3=y fewdl & faal &) GEaRd! @ wieT| e

¥, SUHt ¢ Terell Teelt €, il ifd, Tar 3R
T 51 ORe Rl 21 T 3

favra 4 8 difedl & sisdt @ 1

The maestro shared a deep connection with
Bolung village in Arunachal Pradesh’s Lower
Dibang Valley.

=g wifta At &1 SrevEd weR & weR faain
eft & SIG T § TERT HAEY T

Bangladesh to send 1,200 tonnes
of hilsa ahead of Durga Puja

TSI g1 YTl F Ugd 1,200 S
feeaT "o

In a goodwill gesture, Bangladesh’s interim
government has announced that it will send 1,200
tonnes of hilsa fish to India ahead of Durga Puja
later this month.

TS Hgla-l Hbd & TU H, TS BI aid
PR A 990N $ ¢ {6 95 ST A & ofd A gt
TSI & Ugd HIRA & 1,200 e fearam gaelt tori|

An official notification issued on Monday said
that a decision had been taken in this regard “in
principle”, and called for fish exporters to submit
applications by September 11.

DI ARI U MTUBTRG SMfURgE=r o Fal
1 b 39 ey o “Rigia wu A Ao e mar g
3R AFelt frafae! ¥ 11 fidex d& Mg
P P HET AT

Bangladesh to send
1,200 tonnes of hilsa
ahead of Durga Puja
RN

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

In a goodwill gesture, Ban-
gladesh’s interim govern-
ment has announced that
it will send 1,200 tonnes of
hilsa fish to India ahead of
Durga Puja later this
month. An official notifica-
tion issued on Monday said
that a decision had been ta-
ken in this regard “in prin-
ciple”, and called for fish
exporters to submit appli-
cations by September 11.

“Ilish (hilsa) is coming!
The Bangladesh govern-
ment just decided to ex-
port the quintessential fish
to India ahead of the festiv-
al season as a mark of en-
during friendship,” Bangla-
desh’s High Commissioner
to India Riaz Hamidullah
said.

Bangladesh has deter-
mined that the hilsa, a
prized fish during festivi-
ties in eastern Indian
States, including West Ben-
gal, Assam, and Tripura,
will cost $12.5, or around
1,100, per kg, which is sig-
nificantly lower than the
prevailing market rates for
hilsa in India at present.
Bangladesh has traditional-
ly sent hilsa ahead of the
Durga Puja season.

The consignment of

The hilsa will cost 31,100 a kg,
which is lower than the present
price in India. ISTOCKPHOTO

1,200 tonnes of hilsa is ex-
pected to reach West Ben-
gal.

Though diplomatic
sources said Bangladesh
had attempted to send
some additional consign-
ments for Assam and Trip-
ura, that initiative did not
receive a response from lo-
cal importers within the gi-
ven time-frame.

The 1,200 tonnes is less
than previous consign-
ments for the season. In
2024, the interim govern-
ment led by Muhammad
Yunus had sent 3,000
tonnes of hilsa ahead of
the Durga Puja season. A
similar quantity was main-
tained during the Sheikh
Hasina years.
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“llish (hilsa) is coming! The Bangladesh government just decided to export the
quintessential fish to India ahead of the festival season as a mark of enduring friendship,”
Bangladesh’s High Commissioner to India Riaz Hamidullah said.

“gferer (e o ¥@1 3! Fivae ™ WReR A il @igrt Wie e ¥ ugd YRa &1 I8 faviy
el IRl e & udie & U 8 Fafd A &1 fofg forn 8, URa o S & SErged

fraret gHigerTg A He1l

Bangladesh has determined that the hilsa, a prized fish during festivities in eastern Indian
States, including West Bengal, Assam, and Tripura, will cost $12.5 (around ¥1,100) per
kg, which is significantly lower than the prevailing market rates for hilsa in India at
present.

e = 99 o & o feaw, S ufdm s, sraw ofk ArgRT afed qdf urda sy &
TERI & SR U 9g9ed UBH 8, B! HIAd $12.5 (ATHIT 21,100) Ui forarumy gif, <
I # URA § fean & yaferd T9R YT9 © ST6! $49 5

Bangladesh has traditionally sent hilsa ahead of the Durga Puja season.

AR TORTT T4 I giN ot Hior I Uga fyeran 3uidr w1 8|

The consignment of 1,200 tonnes of hilsa is expected to reach West Bengal.
1,2ooa=r1%wmmtr@nmu€aﬁaﬁsnﬂa%|

Though diplomatic sources said Bangladesh had attempted to send some additional
consignments for Assam and Tripura, that initiative did not receive a response from local
importers within the given time-frame.

BT Feiifa® Al 4 31 i Irare=r 7 o 3R BIgT & fou oo sifafved @d o= &1
T o o, <ifoe 13T 7T o AT o iaR R Saraet 8 Sl ufdfear Tat et

The 1,200 tonnes is less than previous consignments for the season.

1,200 T 39 IivH & Rsd @ui A FH B

In 2024, the interim government led by Muhammad Yunus had sent 3,000 tonnes of hilsa
ahead of the Durga Puja season.

2024 T GgWE T & -Igcd dTcl SiAiNH IRPR gt oIt e 9 U5 3,000 e fgan
WS 7|

A similar quantity was maintained during the Sheikh Hasina years.

NG AT S PRIBTA S R Hi 5Ht aRE Bt AT I8 3G 775 Y|
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India remains the team to beat in Asia,
but the real challenges are elsewhere

‘ s Harmanpreet Singh lifted the Asia Cup

under a fire-lit Rajgir night sky, it was a

reassertion of India’s continental domi-
nance in hockey. India now holds all three conti-
nental titles — the Asian Games, Asian Cham-
pions Trophy (ACT) and the Asia Cup — becoming
the first men’s team to achieve this. This was In-
dia’s fourth Asia Cup title, one away from Korea,
whom they comprehensively defeated in the fi-
nal. The win on Sunday also assures India of a
spot at next year’s World Cup, jointly hosted by
Belgium and The Netherlands. But it was the way
India grew in the tournament that lends hope for
a better performance than its recent outings in
Europe. The start was none too impressive with
the Indians huffing their way to narrow wins in
the sweltering, sticky heat of Bihar, which made
it evident that the tournament was a showstop-
per ahead of the Assembly election later this
year. But as they got used to the conditions and
found their rhythm, the Indians got better. When
in free flow, the Indians are a pleasure to watch.
As the World No. 7 team and the only Asian side
in the top-10, they were expected to cruise to the
title, but sporting success is decided on the field
of play, not rankings on an excel sheet.

Which is why China, despite a ranking of 22
and finishing fourth, is being considered a se-
rious challenger and a Los Angeles 2028 Olym-
pics hopeful. Or why Korea, despite no great re-
sults in recent times, adjusted, adapted and
tested India to the maximum. A below-par per-
formance just before the Asia Cup, in Europe,
where India lost seven of its eight FIH Pro League
games, and an average tour of Australia meant
that the players came to Rajgir high on prepara-
tion but low on results. The title now gives India a
whole year to plan and prepare for one of the
most hectic but crucial phases for Indian hockey.
The World Cup and the Asian Games next year
are scheduled less than a month apart. Coach
Craig Fulton is aware of the challenges. The win
did not see him hopping with joy; instead, he was
calculated in his evaluation of the team, continu-
ing to insist that the bigger task will be against the
big boys of Europe and Australia. In the 28
months that he has been in charge, Fulton has
racked up an impressive record — two ACTs, the
Asiad, an Olympic bronze and now the Asia Cup.
The road ahead will be tough but the team seems
to have got its mojo.

Hockey glory

HEJE ]

. India remains the team to beat in Asia, but the
real challenges are elsewhere.

YR 3rd +ff e  geM arelt A9 o+ g2 8, Afe
3t At el 3R g

chkey Glory
glodt & AlgHT

. As Harmanpreet Singh lifted the Asia Cup
under a fire-lit Rajgir night sky, it was a reassertion of
India’s continental dominance in hockey.
o9 geHEU Rig A IR ot 31T | AR I &
STHHT & I TR $Y I3[, dl Ig HRd &l gid!
ﬂeﬁ’ﬂﬂﬂ WY &I g gy R

India now holds all three continental titles — the
ASIan Games, Asian Champions Trophy (ACT) and
the Asia Cup — becoming the first men’s team to
achieve this.

YR 3§ 1 Helgiuid Raae — TRMEE ud, TRAR

ST WL (ACT) 3R TRAT FT — 30 U [T |,

%h“\f g IUdrsd TRIA B dTch Ugell Joy 1| & T
I

. This was India’s fourth Asia Cup title, one

away from Korea, whom they comprehensively

defeated in the final.

g YR ST AT TR $Y f@dare o, s FIifar
Eﬁ@%%ﬁ@rwﬁmﬁqﬂm@rgﬂ
|

. The win on Sunday also assures India of a spot
at next year’s World Cup, jointly hosted by Belgium
and The Netherlands.

AR 31 39 d 7 YR DI 3FTS A1 B a1l aes
$Y T oFTE YAYd = 4, O Afesraw oik Hevdsw
AR AT B |

. But it was the way India grew in the tournament
that lends hope for a better performance than its recent

outings in Europe.
difeh o8 TRE ¥ HRd 39 give H faebiid gafr, a8

%@uﬁ'maﬁ AHEAT H 98 UeRH &t Srite adr
|

. The start was none too impressive with the
Indians huffing their way to narrow wins in the
sweltering, sticky heat of Bihar, which made it evident
that the tournament was a showstopper ahead of the
Assembly election later this year.

YB3 I THTERITC ol & S YR = fagR &1
g 37 arelt T F giea 8 Sid o o, e 1
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T B T {6 T gAfhe 39 I1d & ofd H 81 a1d fAum— T 419 ¥ Ugd &1 4ReT
STHYOT |

o But as they got used to the conditions and found their rhythm, the Indians got better.
QAfee S gt 3 uRfRuferl & ol gU SR o Hf 31T, YRAH S8R gid M|

e When in free flow, the Indians are a pleasure to watch.
S YR et Wt Tl & BIT 8, I 4 | 3fHE Tl g

o As the World No. 7 team and the only Asian side in the top-10, they were expected
to cruise to the title, but sporting success is decided on the field of play, not
rankings on an excel sheet.
fay #t Fax 7 ¥ 3R 2fif-10 & vra TR S e F T4, 379 fIaE shaq o
I oY, s Tt 1 A ad &1 hael A W gidl 5, 7 o T e e
B3 gn: if

o Which is why China, despite a ranking of 22 and finishing fourth, is being
considered a serious challenger and a Los Angeles 2028 Olympics hopeful.
T8 HRUT g for A9, S 228 R W g 3R A VI WR T, 39 TH TR FHrciabdl
3R A1 ToIfeRT 2028 3eifU® & T GraeR JHT o %61 6|

 Or why Korea, despite no great results in recent times, adjusted, adapted and tested
India to the maximum.
7 R 0 Sifvar 7, 81 81 o/ UMy 9 811 & dTave, Je &I oTall 3R HRd &I
LRURERSREE I

e A below-par performance just before the Asia Cup, in Europe, where India lost
seven of its eight FIH Pro League games, and an average tour of Australia, meant
that the players came to Rajgir high on preparation but low on results.

TR/ $Y ¥ 3% Tgd, YR A GRIT T FIH WY T & 313 & I 91 39 81, 3R
JTferaT o1 SRT 4Rt 3 e, o fRaaret IR o srest dardt &y Afde TR
STl o I g |

e The title now gives India a whole year to plan and prepare for one of the most hectic
but crucial phases for Indian hockey.

I Oame e YRA B AT 3R IR & o U1 U6 1 &l §, off YR gidb! &
fo T oo @ifdrt wgeaguf aRi & 9 T g

e The World Cup and the Asian Games next year are scheduled less than a month
apart.
3T Tl Ies Y 3R URATE @ & o9 BT 3RTd T A A W FA g

e Coach Craig Fulton is aware of the challenges.
DHId T Pee-T S Aladl I SfaTd g

e The win did not see him hopping with joy; instead, he was calculated in his evaluation
of the team, continuing to insist that the bigger task will be against the big boys of
Europe and Australia.
g Siid 35 G A ITA IR AR ol PR Job!; dfcsh 351 <1 &1 ds feam 4
W@@ﬁm 3R T8 GIexrT fos Srett AT gRIT 3R sifecferar &t a1 & i &
RIcTh I

¢ Inthe 28 months that he has been in charge, Fulton has racked up an impressive
record — two ACTs, the Asiad, an Olympic bronze and now the Asia Cup.

3T 28 HEIHI & HRIBIE H, Peed A MR Rble a1 8 — &t ACTs, TRATS
QE, T 3Neifie S ued 3R 39 TRar #y|
e The road ahead will be tough but the team seems to have got its mojo.

3 BT I B BRI QB EF T 3T S (mojo) T feram 81
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Argentina President
LA PLATA Milei suffers major

Argentina President Milei suffers se:back in provincial
vote

major setback in provincial vote 5 Ry forars

D Yidra g-1d | 98T
scdl

¢ Argentine President Javier Milei’s
libertarian party suffered a drubbing in a
key provincial election.

ST & ;T%Uﬁ SfauR ffds ot
fradiam urct ! Hgaygul widta gAma
T HIRT ER BT FHAT HAT UST|
e Budget-slashing Mr. Milei’s La
Libertad Avanza (LLA) came out
nearly 14 percentage points lower
than the centre-left Fuerza Patria
REUTERS  coalition, which won Buenos Aires

provincial elections on Sunday with
Argentine President Javier Milei’s libertarian party suffered a 47% of votes cast.
drubbing in a key provincial election. Budget-slashing Mr. Milei’s La geic d ﬁ?ﬁ B aral 3ﬁ forag @t o
Libertad Avanza (LLA) came out nearly 14 percentage points lower feraets sraierm (LLA) 1 Her-dwe

than the centre-left Fuerza Patria coalition, which won Buenos Aires P Sl ala a1 TEHU H 4T 14

provincial elections on Sunday with 47% of votes cast. AFP & £ e 7% S

& g1y Sfiarl
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Ananya, Divyanshi strike gold in
WTT Youth Star Contender

SKOPJE (MACEDONIA)

Ananya Muralidharan and
Divyanshi Bhowmick
edged past China’s Zhao
Wanggqi and Liu Ziling 11-8,
7-11, 11-8, 6-11, 14-12 to clinch
the under-15 girls” doubles
gold at the WTT Youth Star
Contender here.

Riana Bhoota and Anko-
lika Chakravarty won
bronze after losing to Ana-

vik Gupta bagged silver
medals in the boys’ un-
der-19 and under-15 catego-
ries respectively.

Abhinand fell to Japan’s
Iwaida Shunto 6-11, 7-11, 8-
11, while Ritvik went down
fighting against Korea’s Lee
Seungsoo 8-11, 5-11, 8-11 in
his title clash.

There were bronze me-
dals for Abhinand and Syn-
drela Das in under-19
mixed doubles, and for the

- --q-l‘ l- g

B, s

. .
l'“l-E 4 " -

nya and Divyanshi 11-2, 10-  pair of Ritvik Gupta and Sa-
12, 11-3, 11-6 in semifinals. hil Rawat in under-15 boys’  Ananya and Divyanshi with
P.B. Abhinand and Rit- doubles. their big prize. X@MEDIA_SAl

Ananya, Divyanshi strike gold in WTT Youth Star
Contender

=T, o=l & WTT Y R @és? | oftar ics

e Ananya Muralidharan and Divyanshi Bhowmick edged past China’s Zhao Wanggqi and Liu
Ziling 11-8, 7-11, 11-8, 6-11, 14-12 to clinch the under-15 girls’ doubles gold at the WTT
Youth Star Contender here.

3T TReATERA MR feaaieht e 3 9 &t e afviet ok forg fafer &1 11-8, 7-11, 11-8,
6-11, 14-12 T BUDR g1 3B-15 TSB! BI ST TS oiid! WTT JU R Hess A

¢ Riana Bhoota and Ankolika Chakravarty won bronze after losing to Ananya and
Divyanshi 11-2, 10-12, 11-3, 11-6 in semi-finals.
ﬁvmﬂﬁsh?aﬁmaaﬁﬁfﬁwr:ﬁm 3T 3R feaaieht & Jefterga & 11-2, 10-12,

11-3,11-6 Y R & dIG |

e P.B. Abhinand and Ritvik Gupta bagged silver medals in the boys’ under-19 and under-15
categories respectively.

B. 3G IR Rf® T 3 Ha: 3iee-19 3R 3i83-15 ds®! 3t AN & Rieaw Asa
Sitd |

e Abhinand fell to Japan’s lwaida Shunto 6-11, 7-11, 8-11, while Ritvik went down fighting
against Korea’s Lee Seungsoo 8-11, 5-11, 8-11 in his title clash.

Y S & garsal YAl I 6-11, 7-11, 8-11 W R Y, Safds Ricdd HIRkar o ol 950 &
e oA Trgcd gobiad ¥ 8-11, 5-11, 8-11 ¥ R 7T

o There were bronze medals for Abhinand and Syndrela Das in under-19 mixed doubles,
and for the pair of Ritvik Gupta and Sahil Rawat in under-15 boys’ doubles.

3ifire SR RIge o/ FF 3feR-19 firRs aeq o wi-er A fiyan, iR i Twr sk wifea
Ad B IS Bl 3S-15 TSHI PI ST | i+l (7l
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TOPICS COVERED (GS Paperl)

1. Kerala’s maternal mortality ratio rises steeply from 18
to 30
SIS DT AT g 3UTd 18 & TEH< 30 dP doil o ¢l

2. Translated collection of Bhil folk tales to be out soon

frer dre HUT3M FT SaTed TUT SIeg TRT HM

3. The ‘domestic sphere’ in a new India

¢ YRS # TR &

Cultural exchange: An Arab citizen dancing with men in tiger costumes during a Pulikkali

Dancing tigers

= oL ~ 5 5 e : et
Cultural exchange: An Arab citizen dancing with men in tiger costumes during a Pulikkali show in Thrissur on Monday. More than 450
participants, including women and children, took part in the event marking the end of Onam celebrations. K.K. NAJEEB
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5 GS |: History |
Visual question:

One of the founders of Jamia Millia Islamia, he who went on to become the Vice
Chancellor of the institution at the age of 29. Name this former Vice President who later
became India’s President.

Visual question:

One of the founders of Jamia Millia Islamia, he who went on to become the Vice

Chancellor of the institution at the age of 29. Name this former Vice President who later
became India’s President.
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Kerala’s maternal
mortality ratio rises
steeply from 18 to 30

Though the rise is probably due to the 97 maternal deaths in 2021 from

COVID-19, officials believe the falling number of live births is a reason

C.Maya
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

erala’s maternal
Kmortality ratio
(MMR) has “risen”

steeply from 18 to 30 per
one lakh live births, shows
the latest Sample Registra-
tion System special bulletin
of 2021-2023.

The report shows that
Kerala and Andhra Pra-
desh share the first spot
among the States with the
lowest MMR.

While acknowledging
that the rise is probably ac-
counted for by the 97 ma-
ternal deaths that the State
reported in 2021 due to CO-
VID-19, Health Department
officials believe that Kera-
la’s steadily declining rate
of live births is now begin-
ning to be reflected in the
State’s MMR figure. The ra-
tio is calculated by dividing
the number of maternal
deaths by the number of
live births and multiplying
the result by one lakh.

The rapid decline in live
child births in the State has
been at the centre of all
policy-level discussions in
the State for quite a while
now. Kerala, which used to
have an average of 5 to 5.5
lakh live births annually,
now has fewer than 4 lakh.
In 2023, the total number
of live births stood at
3,93,231, according to the
Vital Statistics Report of
the Department of Eco-
nomics and Statistics. The

SRS data
4& 42

Figures tell o tale

Keralas maternal martality ratio (MMR)
has risan steeply, according to the latest

K3

202123

figure is expected to dip to
approximately 3.54 lakh
(April 2024-March 2025),
according to Health De-
partment data.

In contrast to the rapid-
ly declining child births,
the State’s MMR has been
more or less steady from
2014-15, hovering around
30-32, when going by the
actual line list of maternal
deaths maintained by the
Health Department.

On an average, some
120-140 maternal deaths
are annually reported in
the State, data over the
past five years show. The
only year the MMR showed
a spike was in 202122,
when from 32 it shot to 51
because of the rise in ma-
ternal deaths to 220 on ac-
count of COVID-19.

There has always been
wide variance in the MMR
figures cited by the SRS,
which follows a sample stu-
dy method, and the MMR
cited by the State Health

Source: SRS data

Services, which is based on
the district line list data
which takes into account
each and every maternal
death in the State. While
the MMR quoted by the
Health Department gives
the real picture, SRS data is
quoted in all official
documents.

With the denominator
(number of live births) de-
clining every year and the
maternal deaths remaining
more or less steady, the
“increase” in the State’s
MMR was anticipated. In
the last SRS bulletin of
2020-22, when Kerala was
hailed for bringing down
the MMR to 18, the State
had pointed out that the fi-
gure was not realistic. Safe
motherhood has been a
major focus area for Kerala
but experts acknowledge
that the last-mile reduction
of causes leading to mater-
nal deaths was becoming
tougher because of the
changing social profile.

Kerala’s maternal
mortality ratio
rises steeply from
18 to 30

&3 DT Ul Jg
3UTd 18 § P

30 9 doit I F¢T

e Though the rise is probably
due to the 97 maternal deaths
in 2021 from COVID-19, officials
believe the falling number of
live births is a reason.

gIdifh UG Jess GHad: 2021 H
PIAS-19 T 55 97 UG g &
BRI &, ABTRET BT AT 3
fo Shifaa s 3 gedl IB
ff T HRUT B

o Kerala’s maternal
mortality ratio (MMR) has
“risen” steeply from 18 to 30 per
one lakh live births, shows the
latest Sample Registration
System (SRS) special bulletin
of 2021-2023.

PIA BT A g UTd
(MMR) Ufd T g Sfifad S
W 18 ¥ &R 30 §1 T 7, Tg
TaaH due IR Rew
(SRs) fa=iw gafed 2021-2023
it T B

e The report shows that
Kerala and Andhra Pradesh
share the first spot among the
States with the lowest MMR.
fearé & feaman ma § i dva
3R 31 UG HIH HH MMR
aTel It B Ugd I W

¢ While acknowledging that
the rise is probably accounted
for by the 97 maternal deaths
that the State reported in 2021
due to COVID-19, Health
Department officials believe
that Kerala’s steadily
declining rate of live births is
now beginning to be reflected in
the State’s MMR figure.

g AMd gU fob I8 gfg dvaa:
2021 ® HIfAS-19 P BRI IAH
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H ol 97 HIg Yog & HRUI g, Wred faum & sif¥re1ival &1 a1 ¢ i da ¥ amar gedt
S 171 X 3iq To9 S MMR 3fies § gRafad 8 T8l B

The ratio is calculated by dividing the number of maternal deaths by the number of live
births and multiplying the result by one lakh.

g 3UTd | Yo 1 BT &1 Silfad ol 3t =T I fauiord & SR o &) ue ara
7O R BT ST B

The rapid decline in live child births in the State has been at the centre of all policy-level
discussions in the State for quite a while now.

;@ﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁéﬁﬁﬂﬁ?ﬁﬂ%%@ﬂ@ﬁﬂlﬁ%ﬂﬂﬂﬁhﬁ%%ﬁ@
|

Kerala, which used to have an average of 5 to 5.5 lakh live births annually, now has fewer
than 4 lakh.

g,wmmsﬁs.smmmmaﬁq 319 g T 4 A1 § FH 8l
I

In 2023, the total number of live births stood at 3,93,231, according to the Vital
Statistics Report of the Department of Economics and Statistics.
2023 ¥ Sifaa o0} @1 pa den srdwme R wifere! faum ot argea wfefeswy fad
& 3R 3,93,231 At
The figure is expected to dip to approximately 3.54 lakh (April 2024-March 2025), according
to Health Department data.
WA fIURT & Sfipsl & STUR T8 WA UehH THIHT 3.54 AR (3 2024-HT 2025)
IH UgaA &1 JHIaT ]
In contrast to the rapidly declining child births, the State’s MMR has been more or less steady
from 2014-15, hovering around 30-32, when going by the actual line list of maternal deaths
maintained by the Health Department.

ol ¥ ged aTd S & fAudid, YT BT MMR 2014-15 9 T fRR T@1 8, S TRy faumT
ERT W TS A1 g ) aRafad aga Gl & IR 30-32 & U 8T ]

On an average, some 120-140 maternal deaths are annually reported in the State, data over
the past five years show.

fea urg auf & siiwe i@ § for g & ufday siad= 120-140 |19 gog ot &1 o1l 5|

The only year the MMR showed a spike was in 2021-22, when from 32 it shot to 51 because
of the rise in maternal deaths to 220 on account of COVID-19.

MMR T g $ad 2021-22 & ST 718, T9 I8 32 J TgdHR 51 81 AT Rl HHAS-19 H HRUT
TTq g ! T dgdhR 220 B TS|

There has always been wide variance in the MMR figures cited by the SRS, which follows a
sample study method, and the MMR cited by the State Health Services, which is based on
the district line list data which takes into account each and every maternal death in the
State.

SRS, Sl ATUS TSI AYS HT UIeH BT §, GRT IgYd MMR 3MHS| 3R I5T TR Aarait
R IYd MMR & BHT S8 3R 38T 7, S Forar arg it a1 W 3nemid § iR 399 Iog &t
YAS A Jg DI N forar S ]

While the MMR quoted by the Health Department gives the real picture, SRS data is
quoted in all official documents.

et TarRA faUTT gRT 3gyd MMR arfa® fRufa gxifar 8, adf @it snfRrete gwaraen o
SRS 3T FT Ie0T fhaT Sl B |

With the denominator (number of live births) declining every year and the maternal
deaths remaining more or less steady, the “increase” in the State’s MMR was anticipated.

9 8 a9 Siifad =l P TRAT (denominator) T a1 81 3R AT Jeg TIHT RR g, 1 77
& MMR ¥ “gfg” &1 JUTa ot

In the last SRS bulletin of 2020-22, when Kerala was hailed for bringing down the MMR to
18, the State had pointed out that the figure was not realistic.

fU3d SRS gaAfed 2020-22 T 9§ Hel BT MMR H1 18 I T b QT4 I=TT 7T T,
q9 IS T8 ST b o1 i o5 sriwst areafds et 21
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o Safe motherhood has been a major focus area for Kerala, but experts acknowledge that
the last-mile reduction of causes leading to maternal deaths was becoming tougher
because of the changing social profile.

QRI&T AT Bt b FoTL THE BYbH &5 81 €, Al fILivw 7 © b /g

& HRUN

H JifdH TR W FH F1  Iead JrHIIe MBTEA S HRUT S35 gidl ol 38T 5

Translated collection of Bhil folk tales to be out soon
IGS I: Society |

Abhinay Lakshman
NEW DELHI

The Union government’s
recent initiative to bring
out a translation tool for
tribal languages is helping
bring out a translated col-
lection of folk tales of the
Bhil tribe in Madhya Pra-
desh.

The collection, in Hindi,
will feature stories of inter-
caste love, caste discrimi-
nation, guru pujan and the
celebration of theatre.

In the compilation, tit-
led Anuvad, a recurring
theme in several stories ap-
pears to be a narrative
where casteism is defeated
through arguments such as
“caste was never a part of
Sanatan Dharma”, or
“there is no caste in Ma-
nusmriti, it was intro-
duced”, and that caste dif-
ferences should be set
aside because “all Hindus
are the same”.

The e-booklet will be
made available on the Tri-
bal Affairs Ministry’s Adi
Vaani website and the app.
Other stories talk about
farmer distress, faith heal-
ers, and worshippers of
Lokmata Ahilya Devi, the

Narmada, and Sant Singaji.

A story about inter-caste
love titled Jaativaad Kha-
tam Karo (end casteism)
speaks of Basant and Pala-
si, who live in a beautiful
village, where the only pro-
blem is that of casteism.
While Basant’s caste loca-
tion is not revealed in the
story, it says Palasi is Dalit
and Basant is of a “higher”
caste. Basant, an atten-
dance marker at a factory,
falls for Palasi, a worker,
but the villagers object to
this. The villagers, led by
the Pandit, stop Basant to
confront him about the ad-
harm (sacrilege).

Basant stands  his
ground, enraging the Pan-
dit, who forces Basant to
argue with him in a public
square. In this dialogue,
the Pandit argues that
caste is part of Hindu reli-
gious texts, while Basant
argues that caste was never
part of the Manusmriti but
that it was inserted in
made-up shloks (verses) la-
ter in the form of a “conspi-
racy”.

He goes on to argue that
inter-caste relations are
not wrong “because all
Hindus are the same”, pos-

The e-booklet will be made
available on the Adi Vaani
website and the app.

iting that “casteism” goes
against the “Varna sys-
tem”, which is based on
karma and not on birth.

The Pandit listens to Ba-
sant, changes his mind,
and declares him “inno-
cent”, calling him a “pro-
tector of faith”.

Another story is about a
fierce night-long street play
competition where a “Van-
vasi” audience is won over
by the protagonist’s
theatre group, which starts
playing the roles of “Van-
vasis” on stage, speaking
their language and dancing
their dances.

These tales have been
collected from oral story-

telling traditions of the Bhil
community in regions of
Madhya Pradesh, with
some of them referring to
the Nimar region of the
State.

Vague timeline

The stories do not mention
the year in which they take
place, but some of them
have vague clues indicat-
ing that they are taking
place in a modern world,
with the mention of cars
and roads, and characters
who are police officers and
district officials.

Officials told The Hindu
that such folk tales from
Gondi, Santali, and Mun-
dari communities have al-
so been translated and will
be made available soon.

In a story titled ‘Guru
Pujan’, Samandar, a hard-
working schoolteacher in a
village, is preparing for Gu-
ru Purnima. As prepara-
tions are under way, the
crowd is stunned into si-
lence by a visibly drunk
policeman, who is beating
a child. When stopped, he
threatens violence and cas-
es against the teachers,
children and guests, and
vandalises the idol that

was supposed to be wor-
shipped. Samandar works
up the courage to confront
the policeman, stands his
ground, and ensures that
he runs away. When the
students see their teacher
defending their lives, they
say they will now worship
him as their guru. At this
point, Samandar posits
that they should instead
worship “the guru of gu-
rus” — the “bhaagwat flag”
— a religious flag, typically
yellow or saffron in colour.
He says, “This flag repre-
sents our culture and civili-
sation. It is a vehicle for our
nation. Our Sanatan cul-
ture is reflected in this.
This is our guru.”

According to the Rash-
triya Swayamsevak Sangh’s
V. Bhagaiah, the RSS con-
siders the “bhagwa dhwaj”
(saffron flag) its guru. Auth-
or Arun Anand, who has
studied the RSS, further
writes that this concept
originated when RSS mem-
bers wished to consider
founder K.B. Hedgewar as
their guru, but Mr. Hedge-
war had purportedly sug-
gested they worship the
saffron flag as their guru in-
stead.

Translated collection of Bhil folk tales to be out soon

fire e SUTsi FT1 SraTed TUT Sieg TRI R

. The Union government’s recent initiative to bring out a translation tool for tribal languages is
helping bring out a translated collection of folk tales of the Bhil tribe in Madhya Pradesh.
H% PR ! gTd B Ugd S-TolTdIg HTHTSH & o T 3aTe IUHRI a1 &t §, S 7l
w1 H fire serenfa &1 die SuTell &1 SaTfed I dUR - | Ace HR 6! ¢

e The collection, in Hindi, will feature stories of inter-caste love, caste discrimination, guru pujan
and the celebration of theatre.
ug%azgjimaiamﬂuan, STfd WSHTT, & Yo 3R AATed $aT S 304 &1 eIl
gd I

¢ Inthe compilation, titled Anuvad, a recurring theme in several stories appears to be a
narrative where casteism is defeated through arguments such as “caste was never a part of
Sanatan Dharma”, or “there is no caste in Manusmriti, it was introduced”, and that caste
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differences should be set aside because “all Hindus are the same”.

3aTe XM I 39 Y | Hs il B Ue A fawg qree 311ar 8, s dat &

T § Aifadre &1 g T 7, S 19wt et aemaer enf o1 e et o, an cngegfa o

g&ﬁ% 3 a1e H SiteT T, 3R f |aft fég wme €, saferg snfarra Yewra &) g
I

The e-booklet will be made available on the Tribal Affairs Ministry’s Adi Vaani website and

the app.

I8 $-gf eIt ST S ey &t 3nfe aroft dewge SR U IR Iuds RIS SIuh |

Other stories talk about farmer distress, faith healers, and worshippers of Lokmata Ahilya

Devi, the Narmada, and Sant Singaji.

37 wgif-al forar 9t dreT, sigmai, sk etewHTar sifgear ¢, e, ok Jd REmsht &

Yol o IR B 9Tt g |

A story about inter-caste love titled Jaativaad Khatam Karo (end casteism) speaks of

Basant and Palasi, who live in a beautiful village, where the only problem is that of casteism.

SieRTd 3 TR SR U e RrTw! 2e Sfeare @ed B 8, 98d 3R rerit &l
HEHI HEd §, Ol TP Yax 71d H [ &, e Had Sfaarg ot go g |

While Basant’s caste location is not revealed in the story, it says Palasi is Dalit and Basant is
of a “higher” caste.

HEH T T8 P ST BT G Tl fhar 71 g, Af urei &1 gferd iR a¥id &) U T
Sl T ST T B

Basant, an attendance marker at a factory, falls for Palasi, a worker, but the villagers object to
this.

U, ST TS thael & S HIHR ¢, UTerelt, S 981 HolgR &, ° UH $HR- adl &, Al Tiia
I 3T faRlY HRd B

The villagers, led by the Pandit, stop Basant to confront him about the adharm (sacrilege).
UfEd & g & 7Td aTe aEd B AbHR I S (3T ) F IR T AT B B
Basant stands his ground, enraging the Pandit, who forces Basant to argue with him in a
public square.

e 31 ot oR e e 7, Forrd ufd piferd &1 el & 9 3 i <t o aew
H P! AR HT 3|

In this dialogue, the Pandit argues that caste is part of Hindu religious texts, while Basant
argues that caste was never part of the Manusmriti but that it was inserted in made-up
shloks (verses) later in the form of a “conspiracy”.

Y ¥arg | ufEd dd ol § fos wnfa &g unfifer Tl o1 fgwan 8, Siafes a=id oo axarg &
Sifd Ht wgefa &1 fown =151 At afcs 39 91 o 716 gU Tl § ‘S & &4 § Sl 141
He goes on to argue that inter-caste relations are not wrong “because all Hindus are the
same”, positing that “casteism” goes against the Varna system, which is based on karma
and not on birth.

T8 T T 3aT 8 b SraveITdty Ty Tad =g § “Fifes o fEg U &, ik wear g &
“STferare ol sgawT & RIaTs g, St &d W senid 8, 7 IR 81|

The Pandit listens to Basant, changes his mind, and declares him “innocent”, calling him a
“protector of faith”.

GRS ST &1 91 ABR 30T B T adl g 3R I “Fefy Giftid var g aut 39 “uwl &7
&P HEl o

Another story is about a fierce night-long street play competition where a “Vanvasi”
audience is won over by the protagonist’s theatre group, which starts playing the roles of
“Vanvasis” on stage, speaking their language and dancing their dances.

TS 3R HEH U YHBR Id WR Ta a1d Al Uforaliar & IR & g, e “gardy et
DI S & ATed G A YHTTdd HR forn, S /e WR “q-arii & YT FAuTd gu 3! yre
FIed § 3R 9% I R ¢

These tales have been collected from oral storytelling traditions of the Bhil community in
regions of Madhya Pradesh, with some of them referring to the Nimar region of the State.
A HEIA! A U= & Fid TSR &t WifA® Haril $g- B U1 I THHd &1 718 8, e
V53 P Ioid AR §T AR
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Vague timeline

SIY

The stories do not mention the year in which they take place, but some of them have vague
clues indicating that they are taking place in a modern world, with the mention of cars and
roads, and characters who are police officers and district officials.

weIal H g8 el 9arn 7 | 6 3 5w o ufed 81 38 €, Afe o o PRI ok Asd! &1
I SR gfere siftretivay qut forem i1yl o ur 89 ¥ g Yo fraar g i
ayfre gfvan & afeq g &1 €

Officials told that such folk tales from Gondi, Santali, and Mundari communities have also
been translated and will be made available soon.

SR = Faran i S, Jarelt, SR YRt el & Wi | wytet &1 ot srare fean
T § 3R d Teg g IudA RIS At |

In a story titled Guru Pujan, Samandar, a hardworking schoolteacher in a village, is
preparing for Guru Purnima. ]

TS oI 2o ardl de §, WHeR, S 7Ta BT U el Wpd I 7, T8 gfora 3 dan
CREEE

As preparations are under way, the crowd is stunned into silence by a visibly drunk
policeman, who is beating a child.

%ﬁgw,%mwwm%mwwwﬁwﬁwgﬁﬂﬁwﬁaﬁw
@ |

When stopped, he threatens violence and cases against the teachers, children and guests,

and vandalises the idol that was supposed to be worshipped.

oS 39 AT Il §, O 98 e, sl 3R AHH! & RIeh T 3R Yeved &T yH! ST §

3R 39 gfd &1 75 FR a1 § et o g ot

Samandar works up the courage to confront the policeman, stands his ground, and ensures

that he runs away.

TR e T Yfradm it ST AT SR &, U R W ST IgdT § 3R YA FHral

& fo5 ag wrT S

When the students see their teacher defending their lives, they say they will now worship him

as their guru.

;—dﬁw 3T TR DY ST & I U ST &, A1 d Bed § [ 3 I STD! IOl & & Y A
I

At this point, Samandar posits that they should instead worship “the guru of gurus” — the

bhagwa flag — a religious flag, typically yellow or saffron in colour.

T R JHER HEdl & [P 37 3P ol T3} & T — AT el — PI GoTl B! A1y, S

T YTife tae § 3R SMHAR W diat a1 WITaT 1 &7 el &

He says, “This flag represents our culture and civilisation. It is a vehicle for our nation. Our

Sanatan culture is reflected in this. This is our guru.”

I8 B 8, “T8 WS GHR] WPl SR {vara &1 Uil H3aT 81 78 SHR Y T a1 8
S FURY IHTaA AP uRaled gidt ol T8 sARI & g 17

According to the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh’s (RSS) V. Bhagaiah, the RSS considers
the bhagwa dhwaj (saffron flag) its guru.

TY (SRTIT) & Y. YT & 3UR, ARTHTH HGT &G B 3T T

AHT B

Author Arun Anand, who has studied the RSS, further writes that this concept originated
when RSS members wished to consider founder K.B. Hedgewar as their guru, but Mr.
Hedgewar had purportedly suggested they worship the saffron flag as their guru instead.
AGE 30T 3G, B SIRTATH &7 3T b 8, 3 forad € o I8 foaR a9 Iad
BT 99 SRUITY I JRIUSH F.91. FSNIR B! 3T T AT I8 &, Afh 38NGR A
HIYd IR W 4 a1 fob I WATaT at D1 g1 301 % T |
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Tribe Language Family Major Regions Cultural Highlights Historical Note

o Indo- Rajasthan, Gujarat, MP, Pithora paintings, Bhagoria Known as Bowmen of
Bhils . X
Aryan Maharashtra festival India
Gonds Dravidian MP, Chhattisgarh, Maharashtra, Gond paintings, Ruled parts_ of
Telangana Nagoba Jatara Central India
Jharkhand, WB, Ol Chiki script, Sohrai & Santhal Rebellion

Santals Austroasiatic oyisha Binar Karam festivals (1855-56)

Jharkhand, Odisha, Sarhul festival, music- Birsa Munda’s Ulgulan

Mundas Austroasiatic WB dance (1899-1900)
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The domestic sphere’in a new India

nder the present regime, when a
myriad socio-economic and political
challenges confront the people of
India, developments in the “domestic
sphere” are often put on the back burner in
agendas of resistance. This allows those who are
in power to hijack the concept of “nari shakti”
and make claims of “women-led development”
even as they keep intact an entirely regressive
approach to women in the “domestic sphere”.
The latest example of this is a statement by the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) chief, in
August 2025, where he said that in order to
ensure the “survival of the civilization”, families
need to have at least three children — as though
women are reproduction machines with little or
no choice. It would have been more appropriate
for Mohan Bhagwat to have spoken about the
survival of families and, specifically, of women
within the home.

An inexplicable silence

An average of 7,000 women have died every year,
from 2017 to 2022, in horrendous cases where
they are burnt - legally known as dowry deaths.
So, 35,000 women are dead - it is not only their
sindoor that has been wiped out; a woman’s life
has been terminated. The National Family Health
Survey-5 noted that 30% of the women surveyed
reported violence by an intimate partner but only
14% made a police complaint. A third of the over
4.45 lakh cases of registered crimes against
women are of domestic violence. But have you
heard even one word being spoken by even a
single RSS or Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) leader,
man or woman, against violence within the
home? These are the people who are loud and
clear in speaking against consensual
inter-community relationships — which they term
as love jihad - but never say a word about any
instance of violence within the home or within
the community as this would not fit in with the
majoritarian ideology based on the Manu Smriti
which they expound.

There has been little change since the days
when the manuvadi forefathers of those now in
power railed against B.R. Ambedkar for the
“demolition of Hindu ideology”, for his proposals
in the Hindu Reform Bills granting women the
right to divorce and abolishing caste as a
requirement for a valid marriage. Cultures that
pressurise women to stay in violent marriages, to
“adjust” because of the sacramental nature of
marriage”, that condone, through their silence,
so-called honour crimes in self-choice inter-caste
marriages are intrinsic to the ideological platform
of the Hindutva eco-system today. We can see this
in efforts to dilute laws against domestic violence
in the name of “misuse” and also the official
argument in the Supreme Court case opposing
the demand to criminalise marital rape as being
“against the institution of marriage” and “Indian
culture”.

Brinda Karat

is a senior leader
of the CPI(M)

The policies of
the government
have an impact
on the
‘domestic
sphere” and
need to be
called out as
women in India
face gross
discrimination

Another aspect of the “domestic sphere” - the
work women do within and outside the home —
has been highlighted by the recent Time Use
survey (TUS) 2024. The percentage of men and
women in different activities has been calculated
using the average age of all those surveyed.
Taking the age group (15-59 years) of all the
women surveyed, 25% were in “employment and
related activities” working an average of five
hours. The percentage of women working in
family enterprises was 23%; women in this
category put in a little less than two hours of
work. The work done in these two categories is
recognised to be economically productive and is
included in the System of National Accounts
(SNA). The corresponding data for men are an
average of 75% men in the first category, working
on an average of eight hours a day. In family
enterprises, 14% of men work for an average of
two hours a day. That is the end of the work day
for the majority of men.

‘Women and the burden of work

The TUS lists two other work-related categories —
unpaid domestic services (cooking, cleaning,
washing) and unpaid caregiving services. Here,
93% of all women put in an average of seven
hours a day in the first category and 41% of
women put in two and a half hours in unpaid
domestic care. The corresponding figure for men
is that 70% of men do not do any domestic work.
The 30% who do domestic work, put in less than
one and a half hours a day. In the unpaid
caregiving category, 79% of men do no “unpaid
caregiving” while the 21% who do, put in an
average of an hour and 14 minutes a day. If one
takes the average for all men, one has this data: in
the “domestic sphere” men do 26 minutes of
domestic work in a day and less than 16 minutes
of unpaid care giving.

The TUS has other categories but taking them
all together, the conclusion is that the total
working hours put in by women are more than
men, and that women spend less time in eating,
sleeping, and leisure than men. These are the
basics. Further analysis will show the division of
work in different income groups, especially for
Scheduled Tribes and Scheduled Caste men and
women. Such a study would reveal the class and
caste differences in the use of time, with women
of the labouring classes shouldering a
disproportionately higher share of work than
men.

One has to look at the utter hypocrisy of the
Narendra Modi government in its presentation of
the survey findings. Months before the full report
was published, the official government agency,
the Press Information Bureau, in its press release
dated February 25, 2025 (with a summary of the
survey) headlined it as: “More acknowledgement
of care-giving activities regardless of gender in
Indian families”. Further, the inequalities in time
use were sought to be glorified with the line,

The ‘domestic sphere’ in a new India
¢ YRS H T &

Women in the Domestic Sphere

o & § Afgang

“...This corroborates the Indian social fabric
wherein most of the care-giving responsibilities
for household members are borne by the females
of the household.” As far as the official viewpoint
of the BJP government is concerned, that men
give any time at all for care-giving, even if it is for
an average of just 15 minutes, shows the greatness
of the “Indian family”, and that women do three
times the work in domestic and care-giving as
men is something to be proud of — i.e., the Indian
social fabric.

In an extension of this approach to public
policy, the millions of women who take on the
responsibility of child-care services in anganwadi,
mid-day meal services and as Accredited Social
Health Activists (ASHA), are considered to be
“social volunteers” and not workers. They are
given a measly amount as an honorarium and not
as a minimum wage. Finally, they are not
recognised as government employees. Thus, what
is considered to be a “natural” task for women in
the domestic sphere gets translated into low-wage
work in care services in the public sphere.

A gross undervaluation

Such an approach suits the capitalist too. The
State Bank of India, in a survey in 2023, showed
that if unpaid work done by women was
monetised it would amount to over 7% of the
country’s GDP or ¥22.5 lakh crore a year. It also
points to the undervaluation of the essential role
played by a woman’s unpaid domestic work in
the social reproduction of labour. Her work is not
considered when a minimum wage is fixed.
Typically, such a wage covers the bare
subsistence needs of a worker and family, to keep
him healthy enough to work the next day too.
This “subsistence “ level is actually subsidised by
the woman’s unaccounted for and invisibilised
domestic and care-giving work. The invisible
component of a woman’s domestic work is what
keeps the cost of subsistence and wages low.
Thus, the struggle for a fair minimum wage has a
direct relation to recognition of the invisible work
that women do.

The policies of the government have a direct
impact on the “domestic sphere” and need to be
called out. The alternative lies in: first, cultural,
social and policy interventions to prevent and
eliminate violence against women within families;
second, the equal right to work of men and
women as primary workers with equal wages;
third, the provision of easily accessible universal
facilities for the care of children and the aged
provided by the state; fourth, the provision of
quality health care and education facilities; fifth,
the promotion of cultures which encourage the
sharing of domestic responsibility between men
and women as opposed to the “social fabric”
argument of the right-wing forces, and finally,
justice to all scheme workers in child care and
health services for minimum wages and benefits
as government employees.

e Under the present regime, when a myriad socio-economic and political challenges
confront the people of India, developments in the “domestic sphere” are often put on the
back burner in agendas of resistance.
JAM A 8, S1d YR B ST s, IS -ATRI® 3R Ier-ifas geifaal &1 am s
@ g, A UfRIY & Tols T “Te 81 & A &l SRR 0 Ydhd foam S ]

e This allows those who are in power to hijack the concept of “nari shakti” and make claims of
“women-led development” even as they keep intact an entirely regressive approach to
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women in the domestic sphere.

T AT § 95 ANT “ATRY RMfd” &1 SIGURUN 1 gRAT 3d § SR “Hitar-Aqga ard fasr
T 31G1 I 5, e IR & § Afgansit & ufy it e et e 991 @ g

The latest example of this is a statement by the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)
chief, in August 2025, where he said that in order to ensure the “survival of the
civilization”, families need to have at least three children — as though women are
reproduction machines with little or no choice.

SHD] IS IGTEXUT ST 2025 H APIT WqdHTS Y (RSS) THE &1 991 g, forgd 351
el & «“qwrar ¥ SAf&ra” & 1Y aRaR) & &7 A H1 §iF 79 Ue1 B =T — A Afgany
Fad v 93 § oFe o $1S fdswed 761 8

It would have been more appropriate for Mohan Bhagwat to have spoken about the survival
of families and, specifically, of women within the home.

Higd YNTad & fog TRaRY & 3iffid iR fauy =0 3 R & Hia afgersi & ik &1 519
AT HfH Ifad gl

An Inexplicable Silence

T 3ot AT guit

An average of 7,000 women have died every year, from 2017 to 2022, in horrendous cases
where they are burnt — legally known as dowry deaths.

2017 § 2022 d% TR ITS 3HId 7,000 AFFATE e g & ARy 78, wgl 3= wier fear
T — o ST OR W g s g Hal SNl g
So, 35,000 women are dead — it is not only their sindoor that has been wiped out; a
woman'’s life has been terminated.
Y RE 35,000 AFFATE AR} S g1 § — FHad 301 Rige gt el e, afcs It ot foferft
TH IR A TR
The National Family Health Survey-5 noted that 30% of the women surveyed reported
violence by an intimate partner but only 14% made a police complaint.

IRAR WA Ad&T-5 = Gof foraT o qderor & =M 30% Afgamd s ufdamft gR1
fean &t RIeR g8, A Had 14% 3 gfery & Rrerd gof wRrs|
A third of the over 4.45 lakh cases of registered crimes against women are of domestic
violence.
afgarsit & R <t 4.45 @@ A 3if¥re wrval § 9 Ue-faes e ff & |1
But have you heard even one word being spoken by an RSS or BJP leader, man or woman,
against violence within the home?

%a%am 3 FHT {3t RSS AT BJP 4T, TN A7 ARAT, ! ORe] fe4 & R dierd g1

~

These are the people who are loud and clear in speaking against consensual inter-
community relationships — which they term as love jihad — but never say a word about
violence within the home or within the community.

TE! AT HeHfd | T SdR-TYGI® Hee & Raemh 9k I Siad § — e 3 @9 f1e1g $ga
& — qfe Huft TR 71 9geE & HidR 3 fif W Ue Weg 761 Sad |

This would not fit in with the majoritarian ideology based on the Manu Smriti which they
expound.

gg %! AgsYfa nuTRa sgaereard! faarurT § fhe 78 s&ar, R 3 ganid #vad g
There has been little change since the days when the manuvadi forefathers of those now in
power railed against B.R. Ambedkar for the “demolition of Hindu ideology”, for his
proposals in the Hindu Reform Bills granting women the right to divorce and abolishing
caste as a requirement for a valid marriage.

3 el & 9gd HF JeAd g3 § OId aaT ! & TJard] gl A ot 3R, SiasH B
TRl foan o1, Fiifs Soi fig GUR fadast # Afgersit &1 aom® &1 fER 37 ok fJae &
for snfa &1 =1d &1 T FA 71 URaTa @7 o, 3R 39 “ffg Ry &1 s o1 a1l
Cultures that pressurise women to stay in violent marriages, to “adjust” because of the
sacramental nature of marriage, that condone so-called honour crimes in self-choice
inter-caste marriages, are intrinsic to the Hindutva eco-system today.
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Tt Sesfaar < Afeanstt &1 v faarg # 5 g & o gara Sradt 8, faars & «IibTie
WEY & HRU “THARINS” T B Hodl 5, AR W-T9 Sqeiarg faargt # HiRd T =
TS BT T GHR WIHR Rl 5, 3 & (g wikfRAfadt o &1 fgwn &

We can see this in efforts to dilute laws against domestic violence in the name of “misuse”
and also the official argument in the Supreme Court case opposing the demand to
criminalise marital rape as being “against the institution of marriage” and “Indian
culture”.

B9 39 3T Johd § I IR T P fAeTh BTl ) “gIUanT & A1 TR HHSIR PR P
DI FI A § 3R oTa JHA HIE T da1ed TABR DI SORTY DT B B AR BT Rl
T YR W a1 I § 7 a8 “faame w=n & ¥ sk “uRdia Iwpfar & faam g

Work in the Domestic Sphere

IR &7 H HH

Another aspect of the domestic sphere — the work women do within and outside the home
— has been highlighted by the recent Time Use Survey (TUS) 2024.

W & BT TP 3R Ueq— R & W SR a1eR Afgansft gR1 fosan a1 s — gifern etgd
Wl FI&UT (TUS) 2024 H ISR foram mar |

The percentage of men and women in different activities has been calculated using the
average age of all those surveyed.

faftra nfafafirt & gewt ofik afearsit &1 ufasrd, Tdemr & wnfiya @it @ &) e emg &
STYR TR U fbT 77T |

Taking the age group 15-59 years of all the women surveyed, 25% were in “employment
and related activities” working an average of five hours.

afrd Tt Afgarsit & 15-59 af amg arf § § 25% iR “IAeMR R Fefea wfafafRmE &
o S 3fiya Ut g H FHa |

The percentage of women working in family enterprises was 23%; women in this category
put in a little less than two hours of work.

qf¥aTies ST § HTH B3 aTel Afgeai ol Ufa=id 23% UT; 39 907 o1 AfA 3 &l °ge
Y YT HH H1H Hl |

The work done in these two categories is recognised to be economically productive and is
included in the System of National Accounts (SNA).

3 a1 AT # o T T e U & IeuTe® HIFT SIIC § SR 3 AP AT woumedt
(SNA) ¥ 1Tiye fopan S 21

The corresponding data for men are an average of 75% men in the first category, working on
an average of eight hours a day.

7T & for gefera mﬁ@ﬁ%ﬁ?u@?«ﬁwmﬁwn% oy §, S SiIa 3Te e
wiafes o1 3 |

In family enterprises, 14% of men work for an average of two hours a day.

f¥aTive et o 14% QW 3 ) ¥e ufafeq &1 #d §1

That is the end of the work day for the majority of men.

TE} 3fIpTY Nl & Br-feaw o1 3id 2|

Women and the burden of work

Afgae iR & F1 g

The TUS lists two other work-related categories — unpaid domestic services (cooking,
cleaning, washing) and unpaid caregiving services.

TUS Bl 3179 BT ¥ Tafed ST &) Yeliag adl § — Saafd ave AaTd (JHT a1,
THIE AT, HUS 1) 3R ddP S@HUTd Jard |

Here, 93% of all women put in an average of seven hours a day in the first category and
41% of women put in two and a half hours in unpaid domestic care.

Tgl, 93% Afeers ygeh 9uft § siiwrd= wra ge ufafd & ol § 3R 41% Afgeny sdafe
TR TGHT H 218 ¥ T 5
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The corresponding figure for men is that 70% of men do not do any domestic work. The
30% who do domestic work, put in less than one and a half hours a day.

Tou! & foru Tefia sfidst 98 © fh 70% Y3W g TR PTH T8l Hed | S 30% T3 TR
HTH T 8, d Ufdfed S¢ ¥e A W 907 ad ¢ |

In the unpaid caregiving category, 79% of men do no unpaid caregiving while the 21% who
do, put in an average of one hour and 14 minutes a day.

3fAdE U U1 §, 79% TFY BIS AAd-1P S@UTH Tl B, TalD 21% T &l Hd
8, 3 olIcH us HeT 14 firre wfafem ama &1

If one takes the average for all men, one has this data: in the “domestic sphere” men do 26
minutes of domestic work in a day and less than 16 minutes of unpaid caregiving.

gfe guft gt &1 e feram o, < sifere I8 fawmd §: R & | gy ufafe Fad 26 firme
T BT FRd § 3R 16 e J 0 fadfe TTUTT Hd |
The TUS has other categories but taking them all together, the conclusion is that the total

working hours put in by women are more than men, and that women spend less time in
eating, sleeping, and leisure than men.

TUS ® 3= 9fora +ft § afes ot ) firemasr fewdl I8 § o afganstt gR1 oo sl ge
goul A 3t §, SR Attt @M, W 3R SradT=r & gos! 9 &8 9y fodrd g |

Further analysis will show the division of work in different income groups, especially for
Scheduled Tribes and Scheduled Caste men and women.

3T 1 fawerer fafier oma Tug! § & & dear & i@, fIver srggfud sHenfa 8k
S wifd & goul iR ufgenai & for|

Such a study would reveal the class and caste differences in the use of time, with women of
the labouring classes shouldering a disproportionately higher share of work than men.

T 3109 IHT & IUANT H f 3R F1fa & ek Bl ISR S, S8l 410 o Bt Afgemd
BN Bt o1 B SR U I e HTH BT e IoTd g

One has to look at the utter hypocrisy of the Narendra Modi government in its presentation
of the survey findings.

Fdeur Frmsf 1 TRgfd § TRE Akl TRPR B T urEsdr 1 <=1 ghT|

Months before the full report was published, the official government agency, the Press
Information Bureau, in its press release dated February 25, 2025, headlined it as: “More
acknowledgement of care-giving activities regardless of gender in Indian families”.

T3 RUIE U1 g1 9 He Ml Ugd, SUSGIRG TRBR Toid! 9T WA R A 25 WRas!
;gz;%ﬂﬁﬁaﬁﬁsﬁwm “YR URTRT H fei71 o1 tRars foru o Sawret fcfafaat
ik

Further, the inequalities in time use were sought to be glorified with the line, “...This
corroborates the Indian social fabric wherein most of the care-giving responsibilities for
household members are borne by the females of the household.”

D AT, THI YA BT AT I 39 Ufda I ARATHIST H &1 HIRW B 7T,
«... T8 IR FTHTTS a-a19 &1 gfY Rl § T8l TR & UG U & IuRaIId
Higenasil gRI a6 [T wId 81"

As far as the official viewpoint of the BJP government is concerned, that men give any time
at all for care-giving, even if it is for an average of just 15 minutes, shows the greatness of
the “Indian family”, and that women do three times the work in domestic and care-giving as
men is something to be proud of.

ST dh HISTUT ARPR & ARSI DB BT JaTdl 8, fob To0 ST & forg e +ft gy

338, Wdl &) U8 3aH Paet 15 e §), 98 “URET uRaR” &) Herdl fierd g, oIk g fb

g%maﬁﬁé@mﬁﬁﬂaﬁwﬁﬁquw%,sﬁﬁﬁwww
|

Women in Public Policy and Care Work

Afgemt wrdwie T ok TayTe ord d

In an extension of this approach to public policy, the millions of women who take on the
responsibility of child-care services in anganwadi, mid-day meal services and as
Accredited Social Health Activists (ASHA), are considered to be “social volunteers” and

Page27

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

9]

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

not workers.

HeaTE Hie Jarsif 3R AT YTt JTHIfTR WA STidwdi (ASHA) & 70 § et
UKt 8, 3% I WEhdd” AT ol ©, 7 [ i |

They are given a measly amount as an honorarium and not as a minimum wage.

3% T R & &9 H 9gd S YA Hdar 8, 7 fob gaw 994 & © |

Finally, they are not recognised as government employees.

A H It PRI FHATRGY & Y § AT T} &Y STedt |

Thus, what is considered to be a “natural” task for women in the domestic sphere gets
translated into low-wage work in care services in the public sphere.

U UGR, ot 1 Wl & H afeansit & o “urpfas a1 1 €, 98 rdwite 89 § &9 dda
T SWYTA $1 H 95 A ¢

A Gross Undervaluation

T AaTsY o0 gegio-

Such an approach suits the capitalist too.

Tg ¥ I gsitufrt & forg +ff Iuged g

The State Bank of India, in a survey in 2023, showed that if unpaid work done by women
was monetised it would amount to over 7% of the country’s GDP or ¥22.5 lakh crore a
year.

YRR e 8%, 7 2023 T T Tdemn ¥ fe@m [ afg afgersit grT i war srda= s gar
T ST A, I T8 <X &1 D U 3TG (GDP) BT 7% T €22.5 ATE HIS Ufddy grT|

It also points to the undervaluation of the essential role played by a woman’s unpaid
domestic work in the social reproduction of labour.

Ig Aigarsfl & Srada- TR P gRT 49 &1 IS GAe@nt & AT 7Y s1axaes Uit &
FY Geuidd o1 3R 1 SRRT Fal B

Her work is not considered when a minimum wage is fixed.

<AqH 9 o B4 TG 3% B DI A H g1 3@T A |

Typically, such a wage covers the bare subsistence needs of a worker and family, to keep
him healthy enough to work the next day too.

3T AR W, THT 3 U 4fire 3R S9d URaR &t ga shifawiurst= sraxgsarsi & 1
FR1 §, AN a8 3FTa &1 Wt S A & fore v W 33|

This “subsistence® level is actually subsidised by the woman’s unaccounted for and
invisibilised domestic and care-giving work.

T8 “SfaepIgTe TR ardd § Afearsit & AT iR 3exd WY 3R 3@/UTA B R
Tuffd grar 8

The invisible component of a woman’s domestic work is what keeps the cost of subsistence
and wages low.

Afgarst & e &1 &1 ey 3w 8 shifywiurs= el 3= &Y anTd &Y $H §E 39d1 ¢ |

Thus, the struggle for a fair minimum wage has a direct relation to recognition of the
invisible work that women do.

gW,WWWﬁWW@QWHWﬁWWWWWﬁW
|

The policies of the government have a direct impact on the “domestic sphere” and need to
be called out.

WHR 1 el BT I THTT “BR & T TSl 8 3R T8 ISR B B MAIDhl 6|

The alternative lies in: first, cultural, social and policy interventions to prevent and
eliminate violence against women within families; second, the equal right to work of
men and women as primary workers with equal wages; third, the provision of easily
accessible universal facilities for the care of children and the aged provided by the
state; fourth, the provision of quality health care and education facilities; fifth, the
promotion of cultures which encourage the sharing of domestic responsibility between
men and women as opposed to the “social fabric” argument of the right-wing forces; and
finally, justice to all scheme workers in child care and health services for minimum
wages and benefits as government employees.
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%] fadey §: Ugdn, ufvar) A Afgarsi & e fFar &) Ao 3R g9 #31 & i

Tiepfaw, AT iR ifoerd gwaalu; TOvT, 7ol 3k afgarsit & g=1 4fie & wu d
U 3 & A1 UM BT $T ARBR; TR, I gRTUGH bt T F=at 3R gl i
@ & e S & ga u“\rrra‘mﬁﬁaﬂﬁm&ﬁa%maw 1T, TuraTgu TR
é@msﬁ?ﬁr&ngﬁmaﬁaﬁmw gradr, Q@ﬁwﬁlﬁﬁméﬂa‘rw\aﬁ?
Afgarai & " R RrieR AmEn w39 €1 wied &9, Sefe ol gt o amie
-8 aTelt gaitd & fauRia; SR ofd &, 91 SHTa SNk Tara Aarait & wuft g
mﬁaﬂ%a‘faﬁqqaw%aqaﬁ?mw%mumﬁmhﬁ%wﬁm|

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper II: Polity, Governance, And International
Relations

1.

SC orders poll panel to accept Aadhaar as ID

U DI A 19 TN I SATUR Bl 9811 UT & &4
H WPR B BT e fea

. French PM Bayrou, who sought to cut debt, is ousted

by Parliament in confidence vote

HRIRN T aRY, e &l B0 B3 Bt SR
o1, fayrT 7q ¥ ¥¢ gRT UG ¥ gt Y

. Consider names for regular T.N. DGP post

expeditiously, says SC
Frafia aftra-rg Sttt g & fore Al w ity faar
@9, GNH DIE 3 Fal

. Israeli Finance Minister visits India, signs bilateral

investment treaty

w?ﬂﬁ?rnsﬁﬁmmmawm fgueha fAawr
i uR ganer fou

. Ranking pitfalls

b = @riiar

. Iran and India, ancient civilisations and new horizons

S 3R HIRH, U J¥dTd 3R ¢ fafas

India-China: The Need for a Border Settlement

YRA-dIH: ST GHIYT BT STazaadl
Kony’s policy of abductions and its consequences

P11 B 3rugor Hifq 3w I yRomH
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Protesters brandish sticks on Monday during a march in Uvira, DR Congo, opposin General Olivier Gasita, appointed newly to lead military
intelligence in the 33rd Region. Civil Society accuses him of aiding Bukavu’s February fall to M23 rebels in 2022. AP

Protesters brandish sticks on Monday during a march in Uvira, DR Congo, opposin General
Olivier Gasita, appointed newly to lead military intelligence in the 33rd Region. Civil Society
accuses him of aiding Bukavu’s February fall to M23 rebels in 2022.
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SC orders poll panel to accept Aadhaar as ID

EC ordered to instruct officials in Bihar to accept I
Aadhaar during special intensive revision of rolls

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T on Monday direct-
ed the Election

Commission to include
Aadhaar as the 12th “indi-
cative” document that
those seeking inclusion or
exclusion of names on the
electoral rolls of Bihar
could file as proof of identi-
ty during the special inten-
sive revision.

A Bench of Justices Su-
rya Kant and Joymalya Bag-
chi clarified that the use of
Aadhaar would strictly be
as proof of identity, and
not as evidence of Indian
citizenship.

The EC officials are en-
titled to verify the “authen-
ticity and genuineness” of
the Aadhaar submitted to
them, just the way they
would do in the case of the
other 11 documents, the
court noted in the order.

“Apart from passport
and birth certificate, none
of the remaining nine of
the 11 documents you [EC]
have listed for SIR are con-
clusive proof of citizen-
ship. The petitioners are al-
so agreeing that Aadhaar is
not proof of citizenship.
Statutorily also Aadhaar is
not proof of citizenship.
Then why can't you add
Aadhaar too in the list?
This court has asked you
several times to consider
Aadhaar... Why are you
not?” Justice Bagchi asked
the EC’s counsel, senior ad-
vocate Rakesh Dwivedi.

The court ordered the
EC to issue instructions to
officials, from Electoral Re-
gistration  Officers to
booth-level officers (BLOs),
working on the ground in
poll-bound Bihar, to accept
Aadhaar from persons fil-
ing claims or objections.

Approximately 65 lakh
voters, out of a total 7.89

The judges clarified that Aadhaar would be used as
proof of identity and not as evidence of citizenship

Go-ahead for Aadhaar

The Supreme Court has allowed the use of Aadhaar as proof of
identity for special intensive revision of electoral rolls in Bihar

= The court takes note
that despite its repeated
directives, booth-level
officers were refusing to
accept Aadhaar

= |t directs EC to publicise
the order to inform voters

that they can use Aadhaar

= Document should be used
only as proof of identity
orresidence, and not as
evidence of citizenship

crore in the State, were ex-
cluded from the draft rolls
published on August 1.

The deadline for filing
claims to include names
and file objections to ex-
clude names for reasons
such as death, permanent
shifting, and duplication,
was September 1. The EC,
on September 2, clarified
that these were welcome

The petitioners

are also agreeing
that Aadhaar is not proof
of citizenship. Then why
can't you add

Aadhaar tooin .
the list?” g 4
JUSTICE JOYMALYA £
BAGCHI l {
to EC

even beyond the deadline.

On July 10, the Supreme
Court urged the EC to con-
sider accepting Aadhaar as
a document of identity
during the SIR. Again, on
August 14, the court for-
mally directed the use of
Aadhaar as a proof of iden-
tity and residence. Finally,
on August 22, in response
to complaints that the EC

was still not accepting Aad-
haar as a valid proof of
identity or residence dur-
ing the claims-and-objec-
tions period, the court
clarified that voters exclud-
ed from the draft electoral
roll could attach either
Aadhaar card or any of the
11 “indicative” documents.

BLOs at refusal
On Monday, senior advo-
cate Kapil Sibal, appearing
for Bihar’s main Opposi-
tion party, the Rashtriya Ja-
nata Dal, said the BLOs
were refusing to accept
Aadhaar from claimants
despite these back-to-back
orders from the top court.
“Your Lordships had
clearly said several times
that Aadhaar can be used
as an alternative to any of
the 11 documents. BLOs are
still refusing. The EC is pe-
nalising officers for accept-
ing Aadhaar and issued
show-cause notices to

BLOs who have allowed
Aadhaar...  Disciplinary
proceedings have already
started against these offic-
ers. There are no instruc-
tions from EC to officers to
accept Aadhaar despite
separate orders by this
court... I have 24 affidavits
from people from various
districts who were unsuc-
cessful in giving Aadhaar.
The EC’s conduct amounts
to gross contempt of this
court’s orders... We want
Aadhaar to be used as
proof of residence or iden-
tity, so that a person can
vote. We want only 11 docu-
ments plus Aadhaar,” Mr.
Sibal submitted.

Mr. Dwivedi countered
that Aadhaar could not be
accorded the same status
as a passport. Besides, he
contended that over 99%
of the excluded voters had
already submitted their
claims and objections, dis-
proving the petitioners’ ar-

The EC is penalising officers accepting Aadhaar,
this amounts to gross contempt, says Kapil Sibal

gument that people did not
have any of the 11 docu-
ments. Mr. Dwivedi said
none of the political par-
ties had pointed out any er-
rors with the SIR process.
Justice Kant said Aad-
haar was like any other of-
ficial document. Both sta-
tutes and judicial dictum
did not consider Aadhaar
as proof of citizenship.
Justice Bagchi said Aad-
haar was not “alien” to the
Representation of the Peo-
ple Act. “One of the provi-
sions of the Act, in fact, al-
lows Aadhaar as proof of
residence,” the judge said.
The court orally asked
Mr. Dwivedi to give “pu-
blicity” to the judicial or-
der so that aggrieved vo-
ters would come to know
and file their claims and
objections along with Aad-
haar, if need be.
The case is listed for
further hearing on Sep-
tember 15.

SC orders poll panel to accept Aadhaar as ID

D¢ A AT TN DI SMTUR Bl UgdH U & Fq §
PR B BT 3T fe

i

EC ordered to instruct officials in Bihar to accept Aadhaar during special intensive revision of

rolls

fIerR ¥ faRy 7871 Haard Yt TN & IR SMTYUR WIHR B & T I 3TN &

3ifeepTiRE! 1 F1d1 & 1 3iew fagn

The judges clarified that Aadhaar would be used as proof of identity and not as evidence of

citizenship

grorefien A Wy fHar {6 SR &1 SUTNT Ug=an_ & U0 & =0 H fosar smem, 7 & anifedar

ESEEgRStR|

The EC is penalising officers accepting Aadhaar, this amounts to gross contempt, says Kapil

Sibal

AT STANT I SHABTRYT B1 EfET PR BT 8 S SMYR THR IR @ ©, I8 THR AT,
U1 F51 § Biua Risad &1

The Supreme Court on Monday directed the Election Commission to include Aadhaar as
the 12th “indicative” document that those seeking inclusion or exclusion of names on the

electoral rolls of Bihar could file as proof of identity during the special intensive revision.

GUH HIE 7 WHAR &1 AR &1 15 gAma S fagR &t 7aarar g

T 919 SiIg a1 geH

& foTT SMYR B 123 "GHdTHD" TXATA & =0 H M $<, Ford fIRIy 751 W=Med & ERE
UG & UHTU & U H U a1 S Fob |

A Bench of Justices Surya Kant and Joymalya Bagchi clarified that the use of Aadhaar
would strictly be as proof of identity, and not as evidence of Indian citizenship.

awid 3R FTaHTed IR & 1S A WF 61 {6 SR &1 ST dad UgdH &
T o =0 H fosar e, 7 fos YR ArTRedT & J9d & U T

The EC officials are entitled to verify the “authenticity and genuineness” of the Aadhaar

submitted to them, just the way they would do in the case of the other 11 documents, the

court noted in the order.
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3fETAd A 3R H Hg foh AT AT & SHFUBRY 370 U1 ST fobT TT SR B
"YTHTIOTE AT 3R ARATIHdT" B SIid B & GHER g, oIl d 3 11 G¥ATdel & AT § Hd ¢ |
“Apart from passport and birth certificate, none of the remaining nine of the 11 documents
you [EC] have listed for SIR are conclusive proof of citizenship. The petitioners are also
agreeing that Aadhaar is not proof of citizenship. Statutorily also Aadhaar is not proof of
citizenship. Then why can’t you add Aadhaar too in the list? This court has asked you several
times to consider Aadhaar... Why are you not?” Justice Bagchi asked the EC’s counsel,
senior advocate Rakesh Dwivedi.

"YTAUIE 3R S WHIUT UF 1 BISHR, 3% [FA1T SN gRT SIR & 1T Yelag AW 11
Txael # 9 B18 ot ArTRedr o1 sifaw g 7€ ] | anfudrerdl off Ard § 6 e Armiasarn
BT Y101 Y 8 | BT 9 ot SR ARt &1 gHor 78t g 1 o fohR oy It 7 SR
T8I SIS IHd? 39 3HSed A B3 IR I YR TR TR HA & o H@1 3. 37 o) g a4
g §7" < anTh A gAT9 AT & g@te, aiky siftracr b fgadt ¥ yw
The court ordered the EC to issue instructions to officials, from Electoral Registration
Officers to booth-level officers (BLOs), working on the ground in poll-bound Bihar, to accept
Aadhaar from persons filing claims or objections.

3faTed 3 gHT JTART B G e fos 98 fagR # g9 3 R # &) Adgren dsiteor
affﬁlmhu‘rirﬁaﬂ FY-TR & AIHRAT (BLOs) I B! Fox TR $R % I grar o mafay gof
aﬂﬁa@wﬁﬁrﬁ SMTYR WHR B |

Approximately 65 lakh voters, out of a total 7.89 crore in the State, were excluded from the
draft rolls published on August 1.

9 T $ 7.89 HIS AAG@ISH & I AT 65 AR BT 1 3 B UHIRId TReT It I J6X
T T T

The deadline for filing claims to include names and file objections to exclude names for
reasons such as death, permanent shifting, and duplication, was September 1.

T M B R T, TITR RIFTARTT T FWABRA St aofg! § A1 g2 & oY a1 3R
1Al &Sl B Bt erri%m fafy 1 Ryde=

The EC, on September 2, clarified that these were welcome even beyond the deadline.

AT TN A 2 Rydar &1 Wy foran [ sifay fafy & a1¢ 1ff 5% WieR fear s

On July 10, the Supreme Court urged the EC to consider accepting Aadhaar as a document
of identity during the SIR.

10 JATS B! GHIW DI A AT AT J 378 {541 fF 98 SIR & IRM UgdH G & =4
T JTYR B! WIHR B TR [dIR B

Again, on August 14, the court formally directed the use of Aadhaar as a proof of identity
and residence.

R 14 3R ®I 3rarad A uaiRe TU d e a1 fs sy &1 Iuah ugaH ok fHar
UHIU1 & U H foba Sa |

Finally, on August 22, in response to complaints that the EC was still not accepting Aadhaar
as a valid proof of identity or residence during the claims-and-objections period, the court
clarified that voters excluded from the draft electoral roll could attach either Aadhaar card or
any of the 11 “indicative” documents.

3{dd: 22 3R $1, 3 RIGHTId & wa1d & b AT TN 319 3R Uil & $afy & gRM
aﬁﬁmwaﬁ%awmﬁamw%wﬁ%qﬁaﬁw%&mﬁwmﬁﬁ
Wna-g% : Y TR fFT T AaCTdr YR HTS 7 11 "YhdIdd” g&ae & 3 fedt of +f
Tl PR |

BLOs at refusal
BLO §RT 3RAIPR

On Monday, senior advocate Kapil Sibal, appearing for Bihar’s main Opposition party, the
Rashtriya Janata Dal, said the BLOs were refusing to accept Aadhaar from claimants
despite these back-to-back orders from the top court.

HIHAR 1 IRY Heged e Risyer, ot fAgR &1 g fauah urdt Ifta sem ga @1 ik 9
ﬁm@q,ﬁ&g?&ﬁﬁ%%@mﬂm%wBLom%aﬁmWaﬂﬁﬁ
TAHR HR Q¢
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“Your Lordships had clearly said several times that Aadhaar can be used as an alternative to
any of the 11 documents. BLOs are still refusing. The EC is penalising officers for accepting
Aadhaar and issued show-cause notices to BLOs who have allowed Aadhaar... Disciplinary
proceedings have already started against these officers. There are no instructions from EC to
officers to accept Aadhaar despite separate orders by this court... | have 24 affidavits from
people from various districts who were unsuccessful in giving Aadhaar. The EC’s conduct
amounts to gross contempt of this court’s orders... We want Aadhaar to be used as proof of
residence or identity, so that a person can vote. We want only 11 documents plus Aadhaar,”
Mr. Sibal submitted.

"3{T0d AT RITe A $s aR WE T Y Hal AT {6 ATYR BT SUART 11 Gl § o fod!
¥ faded & =U & a1 ST Al g1 BLO 3itft 1} SHR R 3% § | TATT START SMYUR WHR
FA a1 HBIRGT BT S HR 6T § 3R BLOs B HRUT qal3f Aifed KT o= 381 § forgia
STYR BT AR Y 7. 7 ARG & RAATE SRS HridTe! Ugd &) & 8l gl g
T SETAd P SAT-3TT TSN o S[deG AT ATART Bt 3R T UGG D1 SMUR THR
FA & e T U mu B TR ur fafie Rl & 24 sAw- € S SMYUR URdd R |
SHT g | AT SMTANT FHT SHTRUN 3 S(eTad & RN HI TR Sfar=- 5. B0 A8 & %
STYR BT IUANT G 1 UgdM & U0 & =0 H fohal oY, dlfdh dis Afad dic S 9 | g
Had 11 TXATASI P WY YR 16 5," o Rrsger 7 Ha7l

Mr. Dwivedi countered that Aadhaar could not be accorded the same status as a passport.
Besides, he contended that over 99% of the excluded voters had already submitted their
claims and objections, disproving the petitioners’ argument that people did not have any of
the 11 documents.

St fga<dt 7 o fan [ SMUR &1 UTHUIE & FHH ol Aol 1aa1 off Gobdl| 39d AT, S5
gl fob aTeR fpu T Taerareh & 9 99% ¥ 3iftie 7 Ugd gt Siu= grd 3R STut URgd HR o
8, fora arfsrerdfafl &1 g ad Tad wifad g € fas @Il & Uy 11 gxardel § I SIS gt ATl
Mr. Dwivedi said none of the political parties had pointed out any errors with the SIR process.
ot fgadt A we1 o fopelt ot Trofifcres g =1 SIR Ufohan & fasddt Ffe BT 3R S=IRT 767 faba |

Justice Kant said Aadhaar was like any other official document. Both statutes and judicial
dictum did not consider Aadhaar as proof of citizenship.

(et wid A FE1 b YR el oy SIS gl &1 aRe g1 7 al B R T8
e Fufg STUTR o1 ARTRSGAT BT YHI0 A § |

Justice Bagchi said Aadhaar was not “alien” to the Representation of the People Act. “One
of the provisions of the Act, in fact, allows Aadhaar as proof of residence,” the judge said.
O AT A Fe fo U Seufafafiia siftfeam & forg nseme 78t 81 raraa H,
ST 1 T WY YR &I Ay & 7m0 & T § WHR FHRal 8, i 3 &g

The court orally asked Mr. Dwivedi to give “publicity” to the judicial order so that aggrieved
voters would come to know and file their claims and objections along with Aadhaar, if need

be.
;aaaﬁmw‘ér off fgadt A g1 5 TR e &1 "U=IR" B dife ffed Aderd sus
TR A OF I 3R e STawgehdl 81 dl SMTUR & J1Y 3707 219 3R U] gof B b |

The case is listed for further hearing on September 15.

Y A B AT FAaTs 15 Rydar & Fuffea g

Page33

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

O]

‘S

patriotic

Pathshala
www.patrioticias.in

9]

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

French PM Bayrou, who sought to cut debt,
is ousted by Parliament in confidence vote

Agence France-Presse

PARIS

France’s Parliament on
Monday ousted the govern-
ment of Prime Minister
Francois Bayrou after just
nine months in office, leav-
ing President Emmanuel
Macron scrambling to find
a successor and plunging
the country into a new pol-
itical crisis.

Mr. Bayrou, who has
been in the job for just nine
months, had blindsided
even his allies by calling a
confidence vote to end a
lengthy stand-off over his
austerity Budget, which fo-
resees almost €44 billion
of cost savings to reduce
France’s debt pile.

Protesters with placards reading ‘Bye Bye Bayrou’ during ‘Bayrou’s
farewell party’ protest in Nantes, France, on Monday. REUTERS

Mr. Bayrou, is the first
premier in the history of
modern France to be oust-
ed in a confidence vote
rather than a no-confi-
dence vote. In the National
Assembly, 364 deputies

voted that they had no con-
fidence in the government,
while just 194 gave it their
confidence. “In line with
Article 50 of the constitu-
tion, the Prime Minister
must submit the resigna-

tion of his government,”
Speaker Yael Braun-Pivet
said. Mr. Bayrou is the
sixth Prime Minister under
Mr. Macron since his 2017
election but the fifth since
2022. Mr. Bayrou’s ousting
leaves the French head of
state with a new domestic
headache at a time when
he is leading diplomatic ef-
forts on the Ukraine war.
But defending his deci-
sion to call the high-risk
confidence vote, Mr. Bay-
rou told the National As-
sembly, “The biggest risk
was not to take one, to let
things continue without
anything changing... and
have business as usual.”
Describing the debt pile
as “life-threatening” for

France, Mr. Bayrou said his
government had put for-
ward a plan so that the
country could “in a few
years’ time escape the in-
exorable tide of debt that is
submerging it”.

“You have the power to
overthrow the govern-
ment”, but not “to erase
reality”, Mr. Bayrou told
the MPs in a doomed final
bid to save his government
before the vote.

Mr. Macron now faces
one of the most critical de-
cisions of his presidency —
appoint a seventh Prime
Minister to try to thrash
out a compromise, or call
snap elections in a bid to
have a more accommodat-
ing Parliament.

French PM Bayrou, who sought to cut debt, is ousted by
Parliament in confidence vote

iR gurEE SR, gl ®ol BH B3 B B B,
fay™ a ¥ I gRTUS ¥§ §eIT ¢

e France’s Parliament on Monday ousted the government of Prime Minister Francois
Bayrou after just nine months in office, leaving President Emmanuel Macron scrambling to
find a successor and plunging the country into a new political crisis.
AR S i B WG A FUTHA BT SR & IWBR B 1 Al AgH & SRS & 91
el faan, Fored Apufd SAIEd A & STRINGRI Tier & 1Y oy HRAT1 0T 3R 3/ U@ U
TeHIfd® e | hy 7|

e Bayrou, who has been in the job for just nine months, had blindsided even his allies by calling
a confidence vote to end a lengthy stand-off over his austerity Budget, which foresees
almost €44 billion of cost savings to reduce France’s debt pile.

ft T, S Fad N HEH J Ug W Y, 7 U Ryqaafar soie & dax dd TRy &) I
B & o fAYT 9 &7 31 B U= WA & off =it foan, forad Wi & &ef & 3d
B & w1 €44 Fafera=T o1 AT Sad BT SIFAEM TR IR 7T AT

e Bayrou, is the first premier in the history of modern France to be ousted in a confidence vote
rather than a no-confidence vote.
ot FTRY 3Ny Wi & 3fer & Ugd W yyEH € e eifayra #d & som oy 7a
UG ¥ gerdl |

¢ Inthe National Assembly, 364 deputies voted that they had no confidence in the
government, while just 194 gave it their confidence.
PR WUT H, 364 TiRIGT  WHR H TIYRT ST, Safes bael 194 F WHR H fayr4 S|

e “Inline with Article 50 of the constitution, the Prime Minister must submit the resignation of
his government,” Speaker Yael Braun-Pivet said.

THR AT sH-fUde 3 F51, "AIUH & e 50 & AR, WUTAHA DI 30 DR BT

ST &1 I
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Bayrou is the sixth Prime Minister under Mr. Macron since his 2017 election but the fifth

since 2022.

oft SERY oft Apl & T8d 2017 F A & §IE S GUTHHAL §, Ah 2022 F F1¢ I U4 g

Bayrou's ousting leaves the French head of state with a new domestic headache at a time
when he is leading diplomatic efforts on the Ukraine war.

ot 991 BT UG A g AFT BRI AYUd & AT T 73 oo TR Uel Rl 7, T8 g9
T 98 gob g UR Pe-ifad TarRil BT 7dd HI R &

But defending his decision to call the high-risk confidence vote, Mr. Bayrou told the
National Assembly, “The biggest risk was not to take one, to let things continue without
anything changing... and have business as usual.”

AT I S aTel fIYTT T FT SEH B & 30+ U BT 9919 I3 gY, A aay A
TP THT A BT, "G TS SI1aH T8 Bidl b PIg baH 81 7 IS Sirell, o e o fam
fheit Seara & Iaar 8dl... 3R & WHR IR $I dRE Fadl gl

Describing the debt pile as “life-threatening” for France, Mr. Bayrou said his government
had put forward a plan so that the country could “in a few years’ time escape the inexorable
tide of debt that is submerging it”.

Pl & qIgT B! I & 1T "Slia & T WeRT Fard g, of Y A 81 fb 37D WHR 2 Th
ST TR &1 ¢ dlidh SR "HS I H I 3fd Hol &I dgR I 5 Yb off 39 gal el g 1"

“You have the power to overthrow the government, but not to erase reality,” Mr. Bayrou
told the MPs in a doomed final bid to save his government before the vote.

oft AR T AASH T UG 3T WBR B! g1 & 3ifaH g & Iige) o Hgl, "3 g
WHR P FIRM Y 2 8, AP IRafaPpdar fe™ &t wifed T8 g1

Mr. Macron now faces one of the most critical decisions of his presidency — appoint a
seventh Prime Minister to try to thrash out a compromise, or call snap elections in a bid to
have a more accommodating Parliament.

3ra ot AT 31U APUfd Ue & Fay Heayul Rl & § T &1 I R I8 § — 3T dl wid
guTEER @ Y B aifes Th TS B3 B HIA ST o 9, 1 R T 31fies Tgantt
TG o T SreTa g x|
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Consider names for
regular T.N. DGP post
expeditiously, says SC

T!e Hm!u Bureau

NEW DELHI

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment on Monday informed
the Supreme Court that the
names shortlisted for ap-
pointment as the regular
Director-General Police
(DGP)/Head of Police Force
had already been sent to
the Union Public Service
Commission (UPSC) for
consideration.

The State briefed the
court in response to a peti-
tion for contempt action
against Tamil Nadu for ap-
pointing G. Venkatraman
as the DGP/Head of Police
Force in-charge on August
3L

A Bench headed by
Chief Justice of India B.R.
Gavai directed the UPSC
and the State government
to consider the names and
appoint a regular DGP
expeditiously.

Senior advocate Nitya

Ramakrishnan and advo-
cate Prasanna S., appear-
ing for the Madurai-based
lawyer and petitioner,
Henri Tiphagne, urged the
court to put the UPSC and
the State government on
the clock.

Ms. Ramakrishnan re-
quested the court to direct
the UPSC and the State to
complete the process of
appointment of a regular
DGP in a month.

Senior advocate Mukul
Rohatgi, appearing for the
State, said the UPSC was a
Constitutional body, and
knew its responsibilities.
The court did not agree
with Ms. Ramakrishnan’s
request.

“Violation of SC order’
The petition submitted
that Mr. Venkatraman’s ap-
pointment as ad hoc DGP
was in violation of the 2018
Supreme Court decision in
the Prakash Singh case.

Consider
names for
regular T.N.
DGP post
expeditiously,
says SC

frafia

daffreHrg
Sielit ug &
e A wr
Ty foaR &%,
iy &1 A
&gl

. The Tamil Nadu
government on Monday
informed the Supreme
Court that the names
shortlisted for
appointment as the
regular Director-General
Police (DGP)/Head of
Police Force had already
been sent to the Union
Public Service
Commission (UPSC) for
consideration.

AR & aftrerg
WHR A U HIE B

(Director-General
Police/Head of Police
Ferce) Gl ﬁgf% & ﬁ’m
iéfere fhu T 919 Uga
& faR 3 99 A |ar
arr!ﬂ; (UPSC) &I 051 o
5 ¢l

. The State briefed
the court in response to a
petition for contempt
action against Tamil
Nadu for appointing G.
Venkatraman as the
DGP/Head of Police

Force in-charge on o)
August 31. o
I RER A afia-rg &
¥ AP SRR Sraa=-T &
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IfeIehT & SfaTd § S1Tad & STHGRT o, foRH 31 ST &1 oit. ddheq &I Sieyl/gfera
TG YUY fFgad B3 &I AR Uy ofdrs 718

A Bench headed by Chief Justice of India B.R. Gavai directed the UPSC and the State
government to consider the names and appoint a regular DGP expeditiously.

YRA & BT Ararhizr 6. 3MR. 798 &1 et arel die 7 UPSC 3R I IR &I Few
fear for & Al R faaR &% oiR Faftg et ot =ftw fAgfa 3

Senior advocate Nitya Ramakrishnan and advocate Prasanna S., appearing for the
Madurai-based lawyer and petitioner Henri Tiphagne, urged the court to put the UPSC
and the State government on the clock.

IRy sifigadr e AP SR ifiaddr wRIaT T, o UgR fRIG aid 3R arRierwat
Y U o} 3R | U= g, 7 SaTad F SE faan fh UPSC SR IS0 WRPR &1 JHIHHT
T qiyT S|

Ms. Ramakrishnan requested the court to direct the UPSC and the State to complete the
process of appointment of a regular DGP in a month.

Gt IHF O A 3reTed F SrRIY o1 foh 98 UPSC SR IeT IRPR &I Few ¢ fas Faffa
Stoiidt o1 fAgfe @1 ufshar Te A1g | g &1 S|

Senior advocate Mukul Rohatgi, appearing for the State, said the UPSC was a
Constitutional body, and knew its responsibilities.

ST WRPR $I 3R J O gU IRy et gopa Agait A F81 fb uPSC T HauTe
freTa § SR 39 srot ordeial &1 39 5

The court did not agree with Ms. Ramakrishnan’s request.

3feTad A Gl IAFWME F SRIY T TgAR Tl s |

‘Violation of SC order’

WA BIE ST BT SeedT

The petition submitted that Mr. Venkatraman’s appointment as ad hoc DGP was in
violation of the 2018 Supreme Court decision in the Prakash Singh case.

il B wgl 11 & ot dpenq o fFgfaa vs-gie Sieidt & wu o 2018 & A B &
fAfa yer=r Rig ama &1 Sewed 2|
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Israeli Finance Minister visits India,
signs bilateral investment treaty

Kallol Bhattacherjee Mr. Smotrich also met
NEW DELHI Commerce and Industry

Minister Piyush Goyal,
Days after Israel intensified = e R who in a message said,

its ongoing military opera-
tion in Gaza Strip, India
hosted Israeli Minister of

“Our discussions focused
on further strengthening
trade and investment ties

Finance Bezalel Smotrich, between our nations.”
who held talks with his In-

dian counterpart, Nirmala New model

Sitharaman, and signed a “A new Bilateral Invest-
Bilateral Investment Agree- ment Agreement signed by
ment here on Monday. Mr. Israel’s Minister of Finance
Smotrich is leading a dele- Bezalel Smotrich and In-

gation of Israeli officials
that includes the Chief
Economist of the Israeli Mi-
nistry of Finance, Shmuel
Abramzon.

Trade boost: Bezalel Smotrich and Nirmala Sitharaman during the
signing ceremony in New Delhi on Monday. PiB/PTI

after signing the agree-
ment with Ms. Sitharaman.

land, Norway and Canada
in June this year.

dia’s Finance Minister will
facilitate reciprocal invest-
ments between investors
from both countries. Israel
is the first OECD [Organisa-

“The agreement we Mr. Smotrich’s arrival in The Ministry of External  tion for Economic Co-oper-
signed expresses our India coincided with the Affairsis yettorespondto ation and Development]
shared vision for innova- launch ofanew phaseofls- a query from The Hindu  member state with which
tive and secure economic  raeli military campaign in  about the visit but highly  India has signed this stra-
development. This is a the GazaStripasthelsraeli placed Israeli sources said tegic agreement, in accor-

strategic step that will
open new doors for both
Israeli and Indian inves-
tors, strengthen Israeli ex-

Defence Forces (IDF) are
trying to evacuate the Gaza
City in order to create a
sanitised zone, which has

that Israel is in the process
of throwing open new sec-
tors of its economy, espe-
cially the construction sec-

dance with India’s new
model for investment trea-
ties,” said the Israeli Minis-
try of Finance. Mr. Smo-

ports, and provide busi- million-plus civilians facing tor, which will generate trich announced that the
nesses on both sides with  seriousissues like bombing investment and employ- Israeli Ministry of Finance
certainty and tools to deve-  raids and starvation. ment opportunities for In-  is examining the possibility
lop in the world’s fastest- dians. Israel, which started  of opening a representa-
growing markets. Indiaisa  Significant outreach the current military cam-  tion office in India.

growing economic power-  Mr. Smotrich’svisittoIndia  paign after the October 7, The Israeli Ministry
house, and cooperation is a sign of significant out- 2023 attack by Hamas, has  further said that the new
with it is a tremendous op-  reach by Israel as he was  hired a large number of In-  agreement will replace the
portunity for the State of banned by the United King-  dian blue collar workersin  previous agreement that
Israel,” said Mr. Smotrich  dom, Australia, New Zea- the last two years. was signed in 1996.

Israeli Finance Minister visits India, signs bilateral
investment treaty

oIl fa<t H=t A YRd &1 SR fopa, fguehy fRawr dfgy wr

&R fpy

o Days after Israel intensified its ongoing military operation in Gaza Strip, India hosted
Israeli Minister of Finance Bezalel Smotrich, who held talks with his Indian counterpart
Nirmala Sitharaman, and signed a Bilateral Investment Agreement here on Monday.
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o w=it aoiTera Wifew & Aoar &1, S8 3oe YR aaw e fAdar daryor & @y
STl b1 3R WHaR &1 Tei fguafta fawr wwsia w s feu

Mr. Smotrich is leading a delegation of Israeli officials that includes the Chief Economist of
the Israeli Ministry of Finance, Shmuel Abramzon.

oft Wifew te sorTac ufafftrsd &1 9@ R 33 8, o soRTad faw wamey & g1
SRR JUE SIS M §

“The agreement we signed expresses our shared vision for innovative and secure
economic development. This is a strategic step that will open new doors for both Israeli
and Indian investors, strengthen Israeli exports, and provide businesses on both sides with
certainty and tools to develop in the world’s fastest-growing markets. India is a growing
economic powerhouse, and cooperation with it is a tremendous opportunity for the State of
Israel,” said Mr. Smotrich after signing the agreement with Ms. Sitharaman.

FHR gRI g1&Rd I8 gagitar a4y ok YRfgm snfife faera & o gaR aren eRei
! GRITAT ¢ | I8 TP IUMITAD HSH ¢ o soRTgd! 3R URG =l a1 & forg U s
GreRT, goRTgel frafd &1 7eigd HX SR GHI vell & o &1 giar & e dell § dgd
mﬁrﬁﬁﬁaaﬁ%mﬁ@w 3R I U™ S| YR Ud dedl g5 Mfd® e g,
3R SHS 1Y GgdIT SRS T & (070 U Agayyl SfaeR 5,” Mt wiifea 4 goft Harwor &
T FHSA IR GEAIER B & dIG el
Mr. Smotrich’s arrival in India coincided with the launch of a new phase of Israeli military
campaign in the Gaza Strip as the Israeli Defence Forces (IDF) are trying to evacuate
Gaza City in order to create a sanitised zone, which has million-plus civilians facing
serious issues like bombing raids and starvation.

oft TNFET FH1 URG SWTHA e Ugt § soRme! A7 AN & TP U 9R01 $ 31T &
Y g3HT, i ORI T&T 9 (IDF) Th AfFersss wiF 9919 & foTT 1o [MeR &1 Wrait
PRI B BRI HR IR 7, T 0 a1 A ARI® ANRD! B! gHaRt R Y&a o) 1R
TUI37 BT YT BT US 8T 2

Significant outreach

Mr. Smotrich’s visit to India is a sign of significant outreach by Israel as he was banned
by the United Kingdom, Australia, New Zealand, Norway and Canada in June this year.
oft TN BT ERT URE & T goR™ad H1 T Ugd &1 Yohd ¢, i 39 I8 oA
H 3% gATges fhrew, sirefer, gefids, ATd 3R SISt gR1 wiaafera & far i o
The Ministry of External Affairs is yet to respond to a query from The Hindu about the visit
but highly placed Israeli sources said that Israel is in the process of throwing open new
sectors of its economy, especially the construction sector, which will generate investment
and employment opportunities for Indians.

fad=r vamer 7 onft 9 39 <R W g g & Tara &1 ware el 3o 8, Afeh I ey
FoRTae Al A F8 o soRTae 3o srdeaawt & U &, faviw = u ¥ fAatur & & diem
! ufehar & 7, e U & fore fArar SR A9IR & SraeR 3F g

Israel, which started the current military campaign after the October 7, 2023 attack by
Hamas, has hired a large number of Indian blue collar workers in the last two years.

T GR1 7 JEEER 2023 F A b S1G L YT TaHH = U & IR, FoRIaa
fUzd <t auf & Tt Tem § YR 4fi®! & $H R @81

Mr. Smotrich also met Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal, who in a message
said, “Our discussions focused on further strengthening trade and investment ties between
our nations.”

oft Tfew 3 arforsa sk Sev vt gy wiaa § +f gareTd &, iR te Wew § e,
“FHART I94 §9R <=0 & o1 ATYR 3R FHa=r dael &1 SR Toigg &1 R dHisd |1

New model

1 "Hisd

“A new Bilateral Investment Agreement signed by Israel’s Minister of Finance Bezalel
Smotrich and India’s Finance Minister will facilitate reciprocal investments between
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investors from both countries. Israel is the first OECD (Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development) member state with which India has signed this strategic
agreement, in accordance with India’s new model for investment treaties,” said the Israeli
Ministry of Finance.

“ZORTIA & faw A=At Ao T ok WRa & faw w=ft gr1 gareia wes 7o fgueha
= wwshar 31 3 & vl & ol ureaRe fHaw & gRuree s seREa
UgdT OECD (3fde Tgah iR fasd i) Wew 2w ¢ forgs a1y HRa A fawr ity
¥ T oU= 1T Aisd & SUR I8 IUMIfa® THFT a1 3, soRTad fas wamer 3 F31
Mr. Smotrich announced that the Israeli Ministry of Finance is examining the possibility of
opening a representation office in India.

oft wifeT = aivon @ % goRTaw faw waray URd ¥ T ufaf=id srataa Sias o ua
CIRSICERE

The Israeli Ministry further said that the new agreement will replace the previous
agreement that was signed in 1996.

SORTIS TATAY 3 31T gl fo 71 TSI, 1996 H gXaT&d TR GHSA P! SIIg ol

Page4o

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

9]

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

Ranking pitfalls
NIRF should help improve both quality
and equity in higher education
l ndia Rankings (IR) 2025, based on the Na-

tional Institutional Ranking Framework

(NIRF), held few surprises. As in previous
vyears, older public institutions with a history of
academic excellence dominated the top spots.
Since its inception in 2016, the number of partici-
pating institutions has grown significantly, from
3,565 to 14,163, and the scope has expanded from
four categories to 17, spanning a wide range of
higher education sectors. However, the ranking
parameters are still far from perfect. Institutions
are evaluated based on five key parameters:
teaching, learning, and resources (30%), re-
search and professional practice (30%), gradua-
tion outcomes (20%), outreach and inclusivity or
01 (10%), and peer perception (10%). Union Edu-
cation Minister Dharmendra Pradhan is right in
his scepticism about the peer perception param-
eter as this is feedback gathered from subject ex-
perts and employers. It can be subjective and
prone to influence and prejudice, as it relies
more on an institution’s reputation than its actual
reputability, often to the disadvantage of subur-
ban or State-run higher education institutions. As
it accounts for 10% of the total weight, it can skew
rankings. A review is thus necessary.

As with any global ranking, the NIRF has its
own set of flaws. While it claims to rely on verifia-
ble metrics and third-party audits of research, it
depends heavily on bibliometric data and self-de-
clared inputs from institutions. Of concern is the
treatment of the Ol parameter. The NIRF booklet
on the IR focuses only on outcomes related to re-
gional and gender diversity. It conspicuously
omits data on students who are economically
and socially disadvantaged and with disabilities,
despite these factors each having a 20% weight-
age within the OI component. The fact that Ol is
not adequately prioritised is evident: only Jawa-
harlal Nehru University and the All India Institute
of Medical Sciences, New Delhi, are among the
top 10 institutions with OI scores above 70. This is
troubling as access to higher education remains
restricted for marginalised communities. The
NIRF must expand the scope of OI to include in-
stitutional adherence to communal reservation
policies in faculty recruitment. Central institu-
tions continue to fall short in filling vacancies for
the OBC, SC and ST categories. Such affirmative
action is crucial for India’s progress as an egalitar-
ian nation. Also, the IR must become more than
just an annual, ritualistic event. Its insights
should be used to address deep-rooted issues
such as India’s regional imbalances; shortage of
faculty with doctoral qualifications outside the
top 100 institutions; over 58% of management in-
stitutions reporting zero research publications,
and the need for legacy institutions to mentor
emerging ones. Above all, there must be action
against institutions that submit false data. With-
out course correction, the NIRF risks becoming a
mere ranking platform that allows private institu-
tions to develop themselves as brands, doing lit-
ﬂe to merove the overall quality and equity in

Ranking pitfalls
¥ Bt @it

¢ NIRF should help'improve both quality anq equity in hjgher education.
NIRF &1 3o e & orast 3R GUHET aH1 &1 GURA § 7ag St aredl

India Rankings (IR) 2025
(IR) 2025

¢ India Rankings (IR) 2025, based on the National Institutional Ranking
Framework (NIRF), held few surprises. As in previous years, older public
institutions with a history of academic excellence dominated the top spots.

$feaT ¥ (IR) 2025, S TP
B4 3N g B fivenT| et 9ol 1 oRg, Vel Iepyar & giaerd ard R
Irdeit=1 RIS WM R pHeor fopam|

significantly, from 3,565 to 14,163, and the scope has expanded from four
categories to 17, spanning a wide range of higher education sectors.

SO YB3 2016 H, YT A4 a1 TRIHT BT T 3,565 F TGHR 14,163 1 715

e Institutions are evaluated based on five key parameters:
TR BT Yl Ut T HFD! R SR B
o Teaching, learning, and resources (30%)
fRreqor, fRATH SR FHTYA (30%)
o Research and professional practice (30%)
ST 3R ATTATRAS T (30%)
o Graduation outcomes (20%)
HTdDd (20%)
o Outreach and inclusivity (Ol) (10%)
UET 3R THIARMET (O1) (10%)
o Peer perception (10%)
YIRUIT (10%)
e Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan is right in his scepticism
about the peer perception parameter, as it can be subjective, prone to
prejudice, and relies more on reputation than actual reputability,
disadvantaging State-run institutions.
Pt e At eifg we &1 W?Flﬂ YIRUIT (peer perception) U o gl %
Hife g8 fawrm, -9qUI 51 9ol § 3R IRAde UfagT & o SHfvdar
@Tfa R AR a1 7, O Irea Janferd I 369 & 36d €

necessary.

i T8 HT A BT 10% T, T BT B fAPpd B Yl ¢ | Th THIET ATIRAS T |

Flaws in NIRF

NIRF &1 @rfaar

e Like global rankings, the NIRF has its own flaws. While it uses verifiable metrics and third-

party audits, it depends heavily on bibliometric data and self-declared inputs from
institutions.

Ay I Pt avE, NIRF Bt ot ot @1t €1 g8 aenfua At iR gdig-uer iifee &1

IYINT 3l 7, A a8 fAfRmamifee a1 3k Il & w-aifid 397ed W 3iftis MR 71

e Of concern is the treatment of the Ol parameter. The NIRF booklet focuses only on regional

and gender diversity, but omits data on economically and socially disadvantaged
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¢ Since its inception in 2016, the number of participating institutions has grown
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e As it accounts for 10% of the total weight, it can skew rankings. A review is
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students and students with disabilities, though each has a 20% weightage in Ol.

fefT 1 fawg Ol U &1 UeeH 81 NIRF IR drad &g ok affies fafduar m Ffia g,
e og enfder iR AmTT® U A afa Bl SR fawai ol & sids! & 3 4l 3,
& Ol T ST 20% A 5|

e Only JNU and AIIMS New Delhi are among the top 10 institutions with Ol scores above

70.
Had ALY 3R T feeedt &1 70 | 34 o1 WhRR aral = 10 T & 2 B

e This is troubling as access to higher education remains restricted for marginalised
communities.

Tg i § Fife 3= Riem 9@ ugw onft +f g1 w e are aqert & fiu diftd 21

¢ NIRF must expand Ol to include reservation compliance in faculty recruitment, as central
institutions still fail to fill OBC, SC, ST vacancies.

NIRF & Ol &1 faxarR o= frare Wl & snramr P M BT BT, Fifb Pgig
Ty 3+t it oBC, Sc, ST Rfgdai U= # 3 gwd gl

Deeper Issues and Needed Reforms

e e, 3R SMaa® JUR
¢ |R should address issues such as:
IR a?r ST el DI GaIId BT AT
Regional imbalances in education.
Rien o &g g |

o Shortage of doctoral-qualified faculty outside top 100 institutions.
Y 100 TR T 163 NSt T Hh/™ &1 HHI|
o Over 58% of management institutions reporting zero research
publications.
58% W 3T YaeA YRITT 7! WY YHTRA WS A 2|
o The need for legacy institutions to mentor emerglng ones.
TG HRITT $1 SHTIRIH T Sl AT SUIA TR DI AR S|
e Above all, there must be action against institutions that submit false data.
TR HEeaqy, 37 TR  fAeTh HIEaTE g1 a1y off Tord ST TRgd 34 B
o Without course correction, the NIRF risks becoming just a ranking platform for
private institutions to brand themselves, while doing little to improve overall quality
and equity in higher education.

I GURTHD Heul &, NIRF Rith Ta ¥HTT Wewid S I8 S g f+oit
wn;\:ﬂrqﬁmwéﬁ QA 3= e 1 TureT 3R FHTHGT & gUR & forg sgd
G} |
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Iran and India, ancient civilisations and new horizons

Iran and India, ancient civilisations and new horizons

he world is undergoing a profound

change. Many call this a “time of

transition,” while others label it as a
“crisis of the Western-led international order.”.
What is clear is that the global system, long
dominated by western powers, especially the
United States, now faces serious challenges.

We see blatant violations of international law,
the unchecked use of force, trade wars, a
disregard for global institutions, manipulation of
the media, and irreversible destruction of the
environment. These are not isolated incidents but
signs of a deeper crisis. The West, led by the U.S.,
no longer holds the same ability to dictate its own
will as it once did. Its classic toolkit of dominance
— the global financial system, monopoly over
science and technology, imposition of so-called
human rights standards, and control of global
media is losing its effectiveness.

The Global South is on a new path

Nations are awakening. Countries, particularly in
the Global South, refuse to remain under
domination and discrimination. By relying on
local models, developing indigenous science and
technology, and strengthening their defence and
security, they have begun a new path.

In this historic transformation, ancient
civilisations hold a unique role. Iran and India,
two of the world’s oldest and richest civilisations,
have, for centuries, shaped global culture. Both
civilisations valued peace and avoided war,
fighting only in defence against aggression. Even
when defeated militarily, their cultural influence
was so profound that they reshaped the
conquerors, imparting their knowledge of
statecraft, governance, literature, philosophy, and
art and architecture to them.

After the arrival of Islam, Iran’s civilisational
values continued in a new form, while India —
recognised as the oldest continuous civilization —
was further enriched by Islamic influence. Shared
ancient values have endured across centuries: the
view of life as a gift, the belief in the ultimate
triumph of good over evil, respect for diversity,

Iraj Elahi
is the Ambassador of

the Islamic Republic
of Iran to India

With their
civilisational
wisdom,
strategic
independence
and constructive
partnership,
Tehran and
New Delhi can
give the
changing world
a new order

the pursuit of inner purification, and the
commitment to spiritual growth.

Modern history shows the same resilience.
India, through its anti-colonial struggle and
leadership of the Non-Aligned Movement,
defended the rights of the Global South. Iran, by
nationalising its oil industry and through the
Islamic Revolution, resisted western domination.
Together, both nations embody values that are
urgently needed today: peace, spirituality and
respect for nature - values that can guide
humanity in facing structural violence,
environmental crises and social collapse.

Of course, this independence has come at a
price. For decades, Iran has endured economic
terrorism, cognitive warfare and relentless
external interference, yet, it has never yielded.
India, too, has faced unjustified pressures and
hostile measures. But neither nation has
sacrificed its identity or independence to the
ambitions of dominant powers.

Now is the time for ancient civilisations such as
Iran and India to chart a new course for the
Global South. By strengthening South-South
cooperation, playing an active role in frameworks
such as BRICS, upholding human and moral
principles, and advancing transformative projects
such as the International North-South Transport
Corridor (INSTC), India and Iran can together
build the foundations of a just and humane order.

The Palestine issue

At the heart of this order lies the struggle for
Palestine — the foremost concern of the Global
South. Nowhere else is the hypocrisy, the
supremacism and the brutality of the West more
evident. The Palestinian people, standing on the
front lines against occupation and expansionism,
are in fact fighting for the right of all Global South
nations to resist domination. In the same way,
Iran’s defence of its right to peaceful nuclear
energy is also a defence of the South’s right to
development. At the same time, Iran becomes a
stronghold for international law, diplomacy and
dialogue against those who claim to uphold

S MY WIRd, U= JHgdTd 3R ¢ fafas

Global Transition and Challenges

Y TYepHuT 3R

human rights and democracy, yet constantly
violate law and order.

Multilateral organisations such as BRICS hold
great potential to challenge the economic
dominance of the West. At a time when economic
sanctions and trade wars are being used to
impede development and prevent
de-dollarisation, BRICS offers the promise of an
independent, participatory and democratic
future. Likewise, the INSTC corridor is more than
an economic route. It is a civilisational bridge,
linking Eurasia, the Caucasus, India and Africa,
while bringing stability to West Asia.

The U.S.’s interventions

In West Asia, the U.S. and its allies have
consistently sought to prevent the emergence of
indigenous regional security by supporting the
Zionist regime and fuelling instability in
Palestine, Lebanon, Iraq, Syria, Yemen and Iran.
Iran, as the region’s oldest civilisation, has firmly
opposed such interventions and stands firmly
against threatening the territorial integrity of the
sovereign countries of the West Asia region.

In South Asia as well, the U.S. has played a
major role in creating and expanding terrorist
groups. Whenever it has served its interests,
Washington has intervened under the pretext of
fighting terrorism. And whenever it has suited its
agenda, it has even handed power back to those
very terrorist groups.

Today, we stand at a turning point in history.
The world is changing. Emerging powers and
ancient civilisations are redefining their roles.
Iran and India, through civilisational wisdom,
strategic independence and constructive
partnership, can offer the world a new model: an
order that is rooted in justice, common interests
and respect for human dignity.

This is an order based not on domination, but
on participation; not on superiority, but equality.
It is a future where nations are not tools of the
powerful, but builders of their own destiny. And
who better than ancient civilisations such as Iran
and India to lead humanity toward such a future?

e The world is undergoing a profound change. Many call this a “time of transition,” while

others label it as a “crisis of the Western-led international order.”

gfar e uRadH @ ToR IE ¥ 1 ®S T 39 “uf¥ad BT WU Bed €, Sdih 3 39 “ufdm
AT a1 SIRTTHY U PT HPhe” Had 3
o Whatis clear is that the global system, long dominated by western powers, especially the
United States, now faces serious challenges.

Ig ¥ g fo afiyes goreR, o de 999 de afddt wifdad, foviy &0 O dged Iea SAReT gR
U@ I8t 8, 3fF THR Ffaat &1 a1 o Tt ]
¢ We see blatant violations of international law, the unchecked use of force, trade wars, a
disregard for global institutions, manipulation of the media, and irreversible destruction of
the environment.

T SIRTERT $TF &1 WY e, 96 & 3% TANT, ATUR J5, AP Twaaff oF s,

HfEAT &1 B 3R qafaror &1 suRad-iy o ¢ g1
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These are not isolated incidents but signs of a deeper crisis.

3 SCHT-3(CHT G el & Siewd U gL HPHE & Udhd ¢ |

The West, led by the U.S., no longer holds the same ability to dictate its own will as it once
did. Its classic toolkit of dominance — the global financial system, monopoly over science
and technology, imposition of so-called human rights standards, and control of global
media — is losing its effectiveness.

Uiy, g IeT AT & Aga T, 3d Ugd ST U 33T U BT &l el IadT | Uy
F1 THHT URURE IJudHR0T — e faiia gomeht, fagmr oiv Wenfiat R teiieR, qursid
AHATUGR AFDI BT A0, R Ay difear &1 friE — st gura=fiad @t w131

The Global South is on a New Path

CIE AT R ERI A

Nations are awakening. Countries, particularly in the Global South, refuse to remain under
domination and discrimination.

ﬂg%ﬂ%\ws‘f?%%lém fody wu & Ay afdror, gy ok WeHa & o 6 ¥ SToR
R

By relying on local models, developing indigenous science and technology, and
strengthening their defence and security, they have begun a new path.

R Atsd R R o, 3= fagm SR tenfiet &1 fdem oo, ok oo Tam ok
YR B Aolgd B, ITI- T3 8 L& Bl 3

In this historic transformation, ancient civilizations hold a unique role. Iran and India, two of
the world’s oldest and richest civilizations, have, for centuries, shaped global culture.

39 feRie uftad= &, = uordreil 3 SFST Uit 81 S 3R WIRd, S g &) ged
RA 3R T Farsit & A 7, afedt § 3fe Tpla &Y PR A} Tl

Both civilizations valued peace and avoided war, fighting only in defence against aggression.
ST Tgarsit 7 rifd & Hed 3T 3iR gg T 541, Had SMMTHHUT & RIATE & H TSI B
Even when defeated militarily, their cultural influence was so profound that they reshaped
the conquerors, imparting their knowledge of statecraft, governance, literature,
philosophy, and art and architecture.

Y 81 3 U= Y Y RIS G, ST Hipiaes WUTT a1 181 AT i I fasianaeft &1 7ar
w0 fear, 3¢ e, e, Sifed, gRiF iR FdT Ud aRgear &1 914 &l

After the arrival of Islam, Iran’s civilizational values continued in a new form, while India —
recognized as the oldest continuous civilization — was further enriched by Islamic
influence.

SEATH & ST & §Ie, S & TN g 4 Y § ORI IR, Safe YRd — o Jad
R AR Ter & F0 § AT U € — S gUTa 9 3R 90 ge|

Shared ancient values have endured across centuries: the view of life as a gift, belief in the
triumph of good over evil, respect for diversity, pursuit of inner purification, and
commitment to spiritual growth.

T e o Wfed! ad sifad Ig: Siia- @1 TP IUSR A1, Had UR §R15 &1 faerg o
fayra, fafawar &1 wwm, sriafve YfigHwor &1 vam, &R sumfde faem & ufd
PIRCEGIT

Modern history shows the same resilience. India, through its anti-colonial struggle and
leadership of the Non-Aligned Movement, defended the rights of the Global South.
31eyfiep SRIETT S TE-TRAer B aRIfdT 31 WIRH, 30 SfufraRe R wad ok
SRR SITar F e F W I, I AT I SARIBTR BN T BT |

Iran, by nationalising its oil industry and through the Islamic Revolution, resisted western
domination.

S, ST det JEURT BT TSIV HRb SR FEA! Hifd & w1ead I, i uy@ o1 fadiy
ERGIRGI

Together, both nations embody values urgently needed today: peace, spirituality and
respect for nature — guiding humanity in facing structural violence, environmental crises
and social collapse.

1Y H, I Y S S GHA H IS Hed B UfdTied Hd g: Wifd, smeanferear ik

Page44

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

www.patrioticias.in

CONTACT: 9971932488
UPHfa BT YW — S A & A &4, vafaoiia Jee ik arfore ua= o1
I F3A B AnfeRE o 99 g

e Of course, this independence has come at a price. For decades, Iran has endured economic
terrorism, cognitive warfare and relentless external interference, yet it has never yielded.

R =Y 9, Tg e U BN TR S 2| Sa! d, 3 3 SR JTdPare, GFHTHSD
g5 SR TR 188t g8 9g1, R off i g1 18

¢ India, too, has faced unjustified pressures and hostile measures, but neither nation has
sacrificed its identity or independence to the ambitions of dominant powers.
YR A 1 SATaqUl gaTa SfR RFATYul SUTal BT WA fovar, Al forddt oft 1y A sow
g T Wqddl & WY@ Rfaqd] &1 Hgardbienst & e sferg et fasan|

¢ Now is the time for ancient civilizations such as Iran and India to chart a new course for the
Global South. ]
318 T g o TRl T S $R1 3R YR afiyes <férr & fore =1 g Mefia a1

e By strengthening South-South cooperation, playing an active role in frameworks such as
BRICS, upholding human and moral principles, and advancing transformative projects such
as the International North-South Transport Corridor (INSTC), India and Iran can together
build the foundations of a just and humane order.
<féur-afaror Tt &) Aolgd R, BRICS S gial & Wfthd Yffret Aures, ura 3k Afas
Rrgial & 9977 WA g, 3R e ATS-A13Y TRIUIE HIRSR (INSTC) S URFAHBR!
RAISHIST BT 3T TGP, HRA 3R S HdHR ATaIITd 3R AT Sa®IT i 19 39

THd |
The Palestine issue
Hel
e At the heart of this order lies the struggle for Palestine — the foremost concern of the Global
South.

T AR & Hg § Fpferedi= & forg Tud § — S Telleer |8y &1 urufie fidr g

o Nowhere else is the hypocrlsy, supremacism and brutality of the West more evident.
e IR U 1 URgs, AFAT 3R FHRaT S W T B

o The Palestinian people, standing on the front lines against occupation and expansionism,
are in fact fighting for the ri a%'{t of all Global South nations to resist domination.

Tt @1, St Seo 3R fawaRare & fRaams iR dfdd o @S €, araa & 9t e
¥ IPT & g faRidt iR & fg s 38

e Inthe same way, Iran’s defence of its right to peaceful nuclear energy is also a defence
of the South’s right to development.
S TRE, X 1 Mifagul ATy SHett & SifUeR &1 F9ma i 3fén & ey sifter &1
CEICE

o Atthe same time, Iran becomes a stronghold for international law, diplomacy and dialogue
against those who claim to uphold human rights and democracy, yet constantly violate law
and order.
1Y g, S S A & Faar SieRTsha S, Feifar 3R Warg &1 Aogd &g 97 ol § off
AFATRIPR 3R Ahda BT a1 B &, Al TIAR B 3R TR HT Ieed- Hd g |

o Multilateral organisations such as BRICS hold great potential to challenge the economic
dominance of the West.
BRICS S §gUe&fia Tie+ uft & nffe aefea o) gt 33 &t 9t &mar T9d § |

o Atatime when economic sanctions and trade wars are being used to impede development
and prevent de-dollarisation, BRICS offers the promise of an independent, participatory
and democratic future.

39 gHg 9 3fe ufaees o TR g fawm &1 A% SR S-STaRTSARH &I A &
fore U fpu &1 2R §, BRICS Us T, WM 3R dedifie Hiaww o1 arer a1 3|

o Likewise, the INSTC corridor is more than an economic route. It is a civilisational bridge,
linking Eurasia, the Caucasus, India and Africa, while bringing stability to West Asia.
I RE, INSTC BINSR Had T A% AN 81 g1 T8 Ueh JWaRTd
PTHIN, R 3R BIPT &) Sisdl g eﬁ?ﬂfﬁwqﬁmﬁf@lwam%ﬁ
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The U.S.’s interventions

3MAR®T BT gda&Y

In West Asia, the U.S. and its allies have consistently sought to prevent the emergence of
indigenous regional security by supporting the Zionist regime and fuelling instability in
Palestine, Lebanon, Iraq, Syria, Yemen and Iran.

ofEy TR 8, SRS iR I Weahh IR R & TRET & Iwd &I Adh B
DI PR T &, RN I &1 A B 3R fpfersi, de=, g3, Hifvar, oo
3R R T SRR BT HSHT IR &

Iran, as the region’s oldest civilisation, has firmly opposed such interventions and stands
firmly against threatening the territorial integrity of the sovereign countries of West Asia.
&7 B! TEH R FIAT & FY H 334 A U g8l $1 eoar 9 favry fopan g oIk ufdm
RS Tuy <= Y el SrEsdr & WAk H ST & A Tadl ¥ Wal 5

In South Asia as well, the U.S. has played a major role in creating and expanding terrorist
groups.

g faror uikmn & o, skt 3 smdawmard! Tygl & i 3R fawaR & Ayl YfieT AT Bl
Whenever it has served its interests, Washington has intervened under the pretext of fighting
terrorism. And whenever it has suited its agenda, it has even handed power back to those
very terrorist groups.

o off 7 3 fRdl # 8T, aRiTeT 7 ardddrg § A8 & 981 e%a fhur| 3R o i U8
3T TSI & SIHd g1, ST 3 SATdHaTd! THgT Sl TT o iy &

Today, we stand at a turning point in history. The world is changing. Emerging powers and
ancient civilisations are redefining their roles.

3! g4 3fa8TT & Wis W TS ¢ 3T 95d 6T 81 SHRT AfFaat 3R Wrehi= Faad 3o
Yi¥yepraft ! GIURHIRG 3R 361 B

Iran and India, through civilisational wisdom, strategic independence and constructive
partnership, can offer the world a new model: an order that is rooted in justice, common
interests and respect for human dignity.

M 3R YR, AT i AT, IS TeaAdr 3R Ta-TH® AIgieR] & q1eqd 3,
T &1 U 4T Al U IR Udhd o U AT S =Ty, qrE Rl ok #ra v &
T § Afgd g

This is an order based not on domination, but on participation; not on superiority, but
equality.

T8 U QT a1 B Sl gl 0R e 2T, sfees Fgumirar wR enfid ; Sgar iR e,
e TUTET R 3R B

It is a future where nations are not tools of the powerful, but builders of their own destiny.
g T U1 Hfasg B W57 X1y AfRI=medt @i & IuRon T, 3fcn oo e Y aBER &
frafar 21

And who better than ancient civilisations such as Iran and India to lead humanity toward
such a future?

3R Y TRE & HIIST DI 3R HHadl BT g B P (o7 I 3R YR St Wi Fazamd
J 9ER DI g1 THdT 82
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India-China: the need for a border settlen

Special Representatives were appointed by both nations, proposed by Prime Minister Vajpayee, solely for the purpose of settling the border

WORLD INSIGHT

Manoj Joshi

ince his visit to China as External

Affairs Minister in 1979, Prime

Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee had

harboured a keen desire to
resolve issues with China and Pakistan.
His 1979 visit to China was the first by a
senior leader since the 1962 India-China
war, and it set in place the process of
normalising India-China relations.
However, despite Deng Xiaoping’s (the
then leader of China) offer to make a deal
on the border, the Indian side indicated
that it was not yet ready to do so.

And so, two decades went by and
relations between the two countries did
get onto an even keel as they set about
attempting to build peace on the Line of
Actual Control (LAC), even as they built
ties in other areas.

The Vajpayee factor

Vajpayee’s period as Prime Minister saw
rapid ups and downs in the Sino-Indian
relationship.

Following the nuclear tests of 1998,
which Vajpayee said were needed to
counter China, Sino-Indian relations
reached their nadir. Beijing became party
to the UN Security Council Resolution 1172
to penalise India for the tests. However,
they soon reconciled and in April 1999,
the two sides held another Joint Working
Group (JWG) meeting, the first in 20
months.

During his visit to Beijing in 2003,
Prime Minister Vajpayee proposed that
the two sides needed to give a political
push to their border talks. The Chinese
agreed and the two sides decided to
appoint Special Representatives (SR) who
would lead the process. As a measure of
the importance India attached to the
initiative, the Prime Minister appointed
his principal secretary and National
Security Advisor Brajesh Mishra as the
Indian SR. The Chinese appointed Dai
Bingguo, a senior politician and diplomat
whose effective job was as National
Security Advisor to President Hu Jintao.
Insiders told this writer, that Prime
Minister Vajpayee wanted the border
issue to be settled as soon as possible,
perhaps in a matter of years. But he lost
the 2004 elections, and even though the
SR process continued, it lost the
invaluable support that the Prime
Minister had provided.

The major achievement of the SRs, and

issue. However, even now, a decade later, the boundary remains as indeterminate as ever

JA\\\=//
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Moving on: Prime Minister Narendra Modi meets Chinese President Xi Jinping on the sidelines of the BRICS Summit, in Kazan on October 23, 2024. ANl

“from the political perspective of overall
bilateral relations.” The two sides would
move away from a purely technical or
historic-legal solution. Article VI said that
“the boundary should be along
well-defined and easily identifiable
natural geographical features” that the
two sides agree on. This was the issue
which had plagued the 1980s talks
between the two nations.

However, the key clauses of the
agreement were articles IV and VII.
Article IV said that the two sides would
give due consideration “to each other’s
strategic and reasonable interests” within
the framework of their commitment to
“mutual and equal security”. Article VII
declared that in arriving at a settlement,
“the two sides shall safeguard due

a quick one, was the agr of 2005
outlining “the political parameters and
agreed guidelines for a border settlement
between India and China.”

The Political Parameters agreement
has, so far, been the only negotiated
document between the two sides on their
boundary dispute.

The Political Parameters agreement
This was an extremely significant
agreement, the essence of which
suggested that the two countries would
swap their claims — New Delhi would
agree to the Chinese retaining Aksai Chin
in Ladakh, while Beijing would concede
the Indian claim on Arunachal Pradesh.

The preamble of the agreement noted
that the two sides were convinced that
“an early settlement of the boundary
question will advance basic interests of
the two countries and should therefore be
pursued as a strategic objective.” This
makes it clear that the boundary issue
was now frontloaded to the Sino-Indian
dialogue.

Furthermore, Article Il stated that the
settlement would be arrived at from

of their settled populations in
the border areas.”

A common-sense reading of these two
articles suggested that the two sides were
likely to strike a deal on a largely “as is
where is” basis — Aksai Chin’s real
strategic importance was to China, and
settled populations were specific to India
in Arunachal Pradesh. The task for the
SRs was now to work out “an agreed
framework” that could provide the basis
for the “delineation and demarcation” of
the Sino-Indian boundary. Having lost the
initial momentum, by 2009, the SR’s task
had been expanded to cover the gamut of
Sino-Indian relations.

In June 2007, at the sidelines of a
meeting in Berlin with Indian External
Affairs Minister Pranab Mukherjee,
Chinese foreign minister Yang Jiechi
appeared to resile from Article VIL.

Yang told Mukherjee that the “mere
presence” of populated areas would not
affect China’s claims on the Sino-Indian
border.

In other words, China was reasserting
its claim on Tawang, the most significant
town in Arunachal Pradesh, and a major

centre of Lamaist Buddhism.

All talk, no play

Despite all this, the SRs continued their
work. At the end of the term of the
Chinese SR Dai Bingguo, an informal
meeting was held between him and his
Indian counterpart Shivshankar Menon,
and the two sides recorded the summary
of the consensus that the two sides had
been able to achieve. We have no record
of what these points were, but in March
2013, Wei Wei, then Ambassador in New
Delhi, wrote in The Hindu that the two
sides had “reached an 18-point consensus
on the resolution framework.” This was
confirmed by Menon following his
retirement and he also revealed in an
interview that the work of the SRs in
working out a framework for a border
settlement had been done; all that was
left was the political go-ahead to
implement it on the ground. Yet, as Dai
noted in his memoir Strategic Dialogues,
China continued to insist that India
concede the Tawang area to them as part
of any settlement. Some of the decisions
that had been taken were revealed, but
only in passing. During the Doklam crisis
of 2017, it was revealed that the two sides
had agreed on the “basis of alignment”
for the Sikkim-Tibet border, essentially
the watershed between the Teesta and
the Amo Chu river. They had also agreed
that wherever the border had trijunctions
with third countries the latter would be
consulted before its finalisation. This
involved Myanmar, Bhutan, Nepal and
presumably Pakistan.

But a decade later in 2025, the SRs are
still soldiering on. On August 19, they held
their 24th round of talks. In the preceding
decade, India-China relations had seen
many ups and downs — the 2014 border
incidents in Chumar, the 2017 Doklam
crisis, the 2018-2019 détente, and the
2020 crisis. Between 2019 and 2024, they

did not meet formally even once. But then
talks were taken up following the
instructions of Chinese President Xi
Jinping and Prime Minister Narendra
Modi after their summit in Kazan at the
sidelines of the BRICS meet last year.

The way ahead

The last round of the SRs in August 2025
importantly reiterated the decision of the
two sides to move ahead with their
discussions to work out a “reasonable and
mutually acceptable framework” for
settlement of the boundary based on the
2005 Political Parameters agreement.

Taking up where they left off in 2019,
the two SRs also decided to set up a
special expert group to move ahead for an
“early harvest” agreement, which is
essentially the settlement of the
Sikkim-Tibet boundary. Another task set
up by the SRs is to work out new border
management methods to replace the ones
that failed to work in 2020.

As we have noted, China and India
have the basics of an agreement needed
to work out their border alignment. At
present, unfortunately, both sides are
continuing with their military buildup on
either side of the LAC. Efforts to build
down military deployments, such as the
agreement of 1996, have failed to do the
needful. Both countries continue to pay a
high price for their deployments in
defending what could become a normal
international border following an
agreement. Yet, that final push for
settlement has not come and it will only
come when the political leaderships of
the two countries jointly accept that there
is nothing to be gained, and possibly a lot
to be lost by allowing the border to
remain unsettled.

The writer is a Distinguished Fellow at
the Observer Research Foundation, New
Delhi. This is the third part of a three-part
series on India-China border relations.
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Special Representatives were appointed by both nations, proposed by Prime Minister
Vajpayee, solely for the purpose of settling the border issue.

o gHTYTE & ST 9, <A1 o g1 famtw wfafAif e few e, =% wer srea
et Aot 3 wRarfad foram

However, even now, a decade later, the boundary remains as indeterminate as ever.

BT, 3 W, T a2 a1g, WAT Uga it € ey &+ g3 3|

Atal Bihari Vajpayee and China-Pakistan Relations
ed fagrt arerdt ok HA-urfharE day

Since his visit to China as External Affairs Minister in 1979, Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee had harboured a keen desire to resolve issues with China and Pakistan.

1979 ¥ faew 75 & U H A &1 I=1 & 91¢ T, YUHHST e fAgR) asad 3 HiT o
TPt & WY g} B g B B TGS 33T S Ts, At

His 1979 visit to China was the first by a senior leader since the 1962 India-China war, and
it set in place the process of normalising India-China relations.

DT 1979 BT I ERT 1962 YRA-T g & 918 I fHt iy AT &1 Ugan SRy o, 3R
Y HIRA-II AdeT P ATHT B 1 Ufeha1 1 g @l

Despite Deng Xiaoping’s offer to make a deal on the border, the Indian side indicated it was
not yet ready to do so.

ST formanfiT & Jar uR qughar $37 & UA1d & Srdeje, YR Ue 3 ahd oo fs ag
3nf 39 forg JaR I B

Two decades went by and relations got onto an even keel as both countries attempted to
build peace on the Line of Actual Control (LAC) while also building ties in other areas.

3 I oid 7T 3R T ST A ATS TP TaRpa3rd held (LAC) TR ifd S &7 Ty Rl
gU 3= &A1 ¥ day off 99|

The Vajpayee Factor
U e

Vajpayee’s period as Prime Minister saw rapid ups and downs in the Sino-Indian
relationship.

JYHA & FU § a0 & SRIGTA § URA-THF Jaei H§ doll ¥ IaR-IgId <@ 41|
Following the 1998 nuclear tests, which Vajpayee said were needed to counter China,
relations reached their nadir.

1998 & URHTY] GRI&UT & §Te, Forg aTotuzht =1 FiT BT HTaar B & 1T T I, Haiy
U e WR IR Ugd Y|

Beijing became a party to the UN Security Council Resolution 1172 to penalise India for the
tests.

SIST UN Security Council Resolution 1172 1 G&f 8§ 4T, dlfd GRI&UN o T YR BI
dfed fooar o1 e |

Reconciliation followed, and in April 1999, the two sides held another Joint Working Group
(JWG) meeting — the first in 20 months.

3 §1C oS 83, IR 3rier 1999 T I Uall A T 3IR wifse afdHT1 Ju (JWG) 35 Bt — 20
g | uga|

During his visit to Beijing in 2003, Vajpayee proposed that both sides needed a political
push for border talks.

2003 § ST &R & R, areodt 3 ukara war fo dn ardf & fore St vl &) Ieifae
T 3 Pt SRed g

The Chinese agreed and both sides appointed Special Representatives (SR) to lead the
process.

ér?u&rfrﬂ%ﬂﬁfa“r 3R I eft A uforan o) Ada 31 & forg e Rsiefesy (sR) Rged
I

India appointed Brajesh Mishra (Principal Secretary & NSA) as the Indian SR.

YR - Forer Firsim (e Ifa iR ST GR&m IeedhR) Bl HRAH SR & w4 8 Fge |
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e China appointed Dai Bingguo, a senior politician and diplomat, effectively NSA to President
Hu Jintao.
94 3 318 famgen, Ue aRg werHifon SiR Iei-Ries, 1 Fged fasar, St uHTdl U 3§ agafa §
forarant & NSA 2|

o Vajpayee wanted the border issue settled quickly, but he lost the 2004 elections, and
though the SR process continued, it lost his invaluable support.

TR TR & o AT g7 STt g9 §l, At 361+ 2004 & TG W e, $R SR wfgsan
IR @, WR I S quL T |

e Major achievement of the SRs: 2005 agreement outlining “political parameters and
agreed guidelines for a border settlement between India and China.”

SRs $ UHQ IUA(: 2005 BT THSNGT ol YR 3R H & ot Hrar gane= & fRig
IefE AFS iR Jeud fa=n-fAdw &) Yaifdhd sxar gl

o The Political Parameters agreement remains the only negotiated document between India
and China on their boundary dispute.

Political Parameters agreement 3§ d% HRd X F9 & o9 JAT fAare W ara=iid far
T U HT Aol g |

The Political Parameters Agreement

ISHIfaS AHS AT

e This was an extremely significant agreement, the essence of which suggested that the two
countries would swap their claims — New Delhi would agree to the Chinese retaining
Aksai Chin in Ladakh, while Beijing would concede the Indian claim on Arunachal
Pradesh.

Tg U A Hgeayul THSNAT AT, e IR 98 a1 fos <1 31 37U gral &7 STgTH-
UGH P — 8 feelt sradrs fo & 9 & Feol &1 A= &, STafes ST S umae uewr
T YRd & A Bl WHR BT

e The preamble of the agreement noted that the two sides were convinced that “an early
settlement of the boundary question will advance basic interests of the two countries
and should therefore be pursued as a strategic objective.”

T B! URATaT B Ik fobam 11 fob Gl el 39 a1d & fayra & 9 i <<t wy &1 =ftwr
HATY ST 3 & Fayd fRdl T SR ge1em 3N AT 34 Ue 0rHifa® Sexa & U
# MY SEHT ST 91fee”

e This makes it clear that the boundary issue was now frontloaded to the Sino-Indian
dialogue.
S WP Bl ¢ s Wan gey o d9-urd araf # wrufirear e &% T o1

o Atrticle Il stated that the settlement would be arrived at from “the political perspective of
overall bilateral relations.” The two sides would move away from a purely technical or
historic-legal solution.
3¢ Il § g1 T o 1™ &1 gt fgueha el & woifas ef¥eior 3 ura fea
ST | G U4 $Had a1t a1 SagTiIe-St THTe 9 gei|

e Article VI said that “the boundary should be along well-defined and easily identifiable
natural geographical features” that the two sides agree on. This was the issue which had
plagued the 1980s talks between the two nations.
3¢ VI H Sl T fos «ar Ty SR ST | U WM ard Wipfas Wi deron
%wué;ﬁirr%q"mmaﬁq&rms‘fl Tg ae) geI U1 O 1980 & =1 Ft ardf &I
SERIIE YTl

o However, the key clauses of the agreement were Articles IV and VII.
BT, THSIA B! GBI YRS 3¢ IV 3R Vil ff|
e Article IV said that the two sides would give due consideration “to each other’s strategic
and reasonable interests” within the framework of their commitment to “mutual and equal
security.”
leﬁwwﬁsﬁu&r “Ye-gER b IS SR AR Rl @) e § e,
3O 3R 3R A YR&T” & Yl oid & e |
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Article VIl declared that in arriving at a settlement, “the two sides shall safeguard due
interests of their settled populations in the border areas.”

3¢ VI H TN T TS fob TETH U Hd 997, “gi1 uet T &3 § 3ra= a1 ga
e & Id fRdl Bt gram H 1

A common-sense reading of these two articles suggested that the two sides were likely to
strike a deal on a largely “as is where is” basis — Aksai Chin’s real strategic importance
was to China, and settled populations were specific to India in Arunachal Pradesh.

S G STwSal BT W dds T8 Tl § {3 g Uel Wyad: T “SIT 8 9T 817 SIYR IR
T BT — TS R BT IRAfd® IS Hged I & 18 T, iR Imam g
SRS SRBUTI YR H HRd & forg fafkiy ot

The task for the Special Representatives (SRs) was now to work out “an agreed
framework” that could provide the basis for the “delineation and demarcation” of the Sino-
Indian boundary.

faRiy ufafARrN (SRs) &1 &1 3@ U8 U1 & 3 “uer Tgufa erar duR &3 off T9-4Rd dwr
& FAUfRor 3R i F7 SR TaH &R FF |

Having lost the initial momentum, by 2009, the SR’s task had been expanded to cover the
gamut of Sino-Indian relations.

RIS T W & S8, 2009 T, SR BT BT AH-YRd Hael & GR &F Dl HR B & [aY
e fear mam ol

In June 2007, at the sidelines of a meeting in Berlin with Indian External Affairs Minister
Pranab Mukherjee, Chinese foreign minister Yang Jiechi appeared to resile from Article VII.
S 2007 B, 99 & YRdg fac= Wi vure gRaeil & WY U6 96 & R, T fagwr wEt
TivT forddt A srgde Vil 8 U g &1 Hdha fea

Yang told Mukherjee that the “mere presence” of populated areas would not affect
China’s claims on the Sino-Indian border.

i1 = gEroll o gl {3 SiRe ardt &3 3t daa UMY I & 9-yRa Har R e[ &
gHIfad 81 Bt

In other words, China was reasserting its claim on Tawang, the most significant town in
Arunachal Pradesh, and a major centre of Lamaist Buddhism.

G TGl T, T q@i W 30+ GId B R I Toigd B 38T U, Sl SS0Iad SRl &1 Jad
Heayul JMER 3R T Sl o &1 1@ $5 ¢ |

All Talk, No Play

Despite all this, the SRs continued their work.

P d1aulE, SRs 30T H1H ORI 79T

At the end of the term of the Chinese SR Dai Bingguo, an informal meeting was held with his
Indian counterpart Shivshankar Menon, and the two sides recorded the summary of the
consensus achieved.

Tt SR BT fAR[eh & Hd@Ed & ofd H, 3% YR JHGE RERie: 899 & 914 T
AR S3® gs, 3R Tl Uelt 3 Ui HeHfa BT YR gof faar|

There is no record of these points, but in March 2013, Wei Wei, then Ambassador in New
Delhi, wrote that the two sides had “reached an 18-point consensus on the resolution
framework.”

= fagsit 1 o1 Rapie g 8, Ao U 2013 &, 99 & 72 el fyd Worga A3 3 A foran i
S ggff = 18-fag Tgufa R uga MU |

This was confirmed by Menon after his retirement; he revealed that the SRs had worked out
a framework for border settlement, only awaiting political go-ahead for implementation.

U B9 7 30 YATHgd 84 & 916 UfP DI; 3514 9ardl f SRs = JHT GHIYT & T U
SiaT dOR a1 o, Had sR-aa- & oy IeTitiae gafa et 2|

Yet, Dai noted in his memoir Strategic Dialogues that China continued to insist India concede
the Tawang area as part of any settlement.

5 1Y, 8T8 3 3(U-t TR Strategic Dialogues ¥ forat f @ 7 fooft s vamem & R &
Y & qaiT &7 B YRd gRT S W SR faam
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Some decisions were revealed in passing. During the 2017 Doklam crisis, it was revealed
that the two sides had agreed on the “basis of alignment” for the Sikkim-Tibet border,
essentially the watershed between the Teesta and Amo Chu rivers.

$o Ul Faa Y&T § e Ul 2017 & SIHATH Whe & SR I AMHA T {3 =1 ueft 3
Raferu-fossa W & R “alignment ST TR’ T fa5a o1, o ga ¥ § dvar iR st g
fe & i Srerrew &7 81

They also agreed that wherever the border had trijunctions with third countries, these
countries (Myanmar, Bhutan, Nepal, presumably Pakistan) would be consulted before
finalisation.

I5i4 gg Wt weafa i fos st ot T &1 Fraefta | diaR <=1 & 91y 81, 39 ¢ (Wi,
YT, AT, HHad: UTfeear) 9 sifaw ¥u 33 9 ugd Rt faar S|

A decade later, in 2025, the SRs were still active; on August 19, they held their 24th round
of talks.

U <P §1G, 2025 H, SRs 31F 1l T §: 19 3MRA B I 3 2491 93P M Pt |

Between 2019 and 2024, they did not meet formally even once. Talks resumed following
instructions of Chinese President Xi Jinping and Prime Minister Narendra Modi after their
Kazan summit at the BRICS sidelines last year.

2019 ¥ 2024 F &9, T ANU=IRS ¥ Q Th TR i 78T e | fUse I BRICS THTH & SRME
T;ﬁ%wﬁmﬁﬁﬁaﬁw@vuwﬁﬁ%%ﬁﬁﬁ%waﬁm
& g3l

The Way Ahead
3T T I

The last round of SRs in August 2025 reiterated the decision to work out a “reasonable and
mutually acceptable framework” for boundary settlement based on the 2005 Political
Parameters agreement.

3T 2025 T SRs &t 3ifaH d6& = g fAvfg e f& dar warur & W 2005 Political
Parameters agreement F YR W I 3R TuRTt Tiprd g TuR fHar SITET |

The SRs decided to set up a special expert group for an “early harvest” agreement,
essentially the settlement of the Sikkim-Tibet boundary.

SRs 7 % Ay faRiwg Iy wiftd #37 &1 Fufy fern aifes “early harvest” THgiaT faar
T, St 7a ®U § Rifesy-fassa @ &1 amem 31

Another task is to work out new border management methods to replace those that failed in
2020.

T 30 H1 T8 ¢ o 18 i weres faftri dar & oy a1fes 3 2020 T Srywa g3 fafdat ot
S o b |

Although India and China have the basics needed to work out border alignment, both sides
continue military buildup on either side of the LAC.

I YR 3R A & U WA GHag TR HA & {0 ayd o1 &, <1 98 LAC & a1
3R &= fomfor ot @ gu B

Efforts to reduce military deployments, like the 1996 agreement, have failed. Both countries
continue to pay a high price for defending what could become a normal international border.

I AT HH B & T, S 1996 PT JHSCT, 3B IR | GHI <20 DI 3T AT B1 &M
1T Wt hea gHT US X8 7, S Hias § A SRS WA S e

The final push for settlement will only come when the political leaderships of both
countries accept that nothing is to be gained, and much could be lost by leaving the
border unsettled.

SifrT WY Had a9 SR ofd GIF1 =1 Bt ISP Aged WIDR DX (o AT B RIS
BisH # BIg AT 1 3R Igd g1 81 Il g
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JoseEh Kony: a brutal rebel leader who has eluded capture for decades

Agence France-Presse
KAMPALA

Rebel commander Joseph
Kony led a campaign of ter-
ror across Uganda and
neighbouring countries for
decades, and has never
been caught despite an in-
ternational campaign to
bring him to justice.

The former Catholic al-
tar boy, born in September
1961, became one of Afri-
ca’s most notorious rebels
heading his Lord’s Resis-
tance Army (LRA), combin-
ing religious mysticism
with an astute guerilla
mind and bloodthirsty
ruthlessness.

Kony’s marauding insur-
gency claimed to be fight-
ing to overthrow the Ugan-
dan government and
impose a regime based on
the Bible’s Ten Command-

ments, but became infa-
mous for horrific kidnap-
pings and mutilations.

It has killed more than
100,000 people and ab-
ducted 60,000 children
who were forced to be-
come sex slaves, soldiers
and porters, operating
across the porous borders
of Uganda, Sudan, South
Sudan, Central African Re-
public and Democratic Re-
public of Congo.

Hearing on Tuesday
In 2005, the self-pro-
claimed prophet and four
of his deputies became the
first people indicted by the
International Criminal
Court (ICC) in The Hague
for war crimes and crimes
against humanity.

The court will finally
start hearing charges on
Tuesday against Kony, in-

cluding murder, torture,
rape, sexual slavery and
pillaging in its first-ever in-
absentia hearing.

Multiple international
actors have joined the hunt
for Kony.

The United States
passed a law in 2010 to de-
ploy around 100 special
forces to work with region-
al armies and offered $5
million for information
leading to his arrest.

By then, Kony’s power
was much diminished by
defections, deaths and
surrenders.

But the U.S. abandoned
its hunt in 2017 and defec-
tors have continued to con-
firm Kony’s survival.

Areport by a United Na-
tions panel of experts in
June 2024 said Kony had
been forced to leave long-
held bases in Sudan due to

The leader of the Lord's Resistance Army, Joseph Kony. He insists
that he is ‘fighting for democracy’. arp

its civil war, and had relo-
cated to a remote part of
the Central African Repu-
blic.

Messianic rebels

It was there that several
members of his militia
were able to escape in

March 2024. Russian mer-
cenaries targeted a sus-
pected hideout the follow-
ing month but Kony had
recently left, the UN report
said.

A member of Uganda’s
northern Acholi ethnic

group, Kony took up arms

around 1987, following in
the footsteps of another
messianic rebel, Alice Au-
ma Lakwena, a former sex
worker believed to be eith-
er his cousin or aunt.

Lakwena, who died in
Kenya in 2007, believed
she could channel the spi-
rits of the dead and gave
her followers what she
called holy oil that could
stop bullets.

Kony claimed the Holy
Spirit issued orders to him
on everything from mili-
tary tactics to personal
hygiene.

The rebellion claimed to
be defending the Acholi
people against President
Yoweri Museveni, who
seized power from north-
ern military rulers at the
head of a rebel army in
1986 and remains in power
almost 40 years later.

Kony’s policy of abduc-
tions soon lost him support
in the region as the conflict
drove around two million
people into camps.

“‘Not a terrorist’

In an interview with a
Western  journalist in
2006, Kony insisted he was
“not a terrorist” and was
“fighting for democracy”.

But ex-LRA abductees
say they were forced to
maim and kill friends,
neighbours and relatives,
and participate in grue-
some rites such as drinking
their victims’ blood.

In the 1990s, the conflict
spilled into neighbouring
countries as Sudan’s go-
vernment began backing
the LRA in retaliation for
Uganda’s support of south-
ern Sudanese rebels.

That support dried up

when the Sudanese fac-
tions signed a peace deal in
2005 and, after being
forced into neighbouring
DR Congo by the Ugandan
army, Kony agreed to
peace talks.

Mutual distrust and an-
xiety over the ICC warrant
meant Kony repeatedly
failed to turn up to sign a
deal.

Kony gained unexpect-
ed worldwide prominence
in 2012 thanks to a viral
YouTube video, “Kony
20127, calling for greater
efforts to capture him,
which garnered more than
100 million views in just a
few days.

The video was an exam-
ple of early optimism
around social media acti-
vism, but the campaign’s
momentum quickly
waned.

Joseph Kony: a brutal rebel leader who has eluded capture
for decades

Gﬁﬁ;ﬁ:wwﬁaﬁﬁﬁmﬁﬁmﬁﬁﬁmﬁﬁw
EL

e Rebel commander Joseph Kony led a campaign of terror across Uganda and neighbouring
countries for decades, and has never been caught despite an international campaign to bring
him to justice.

ARG HHTSR ST B A D! b ST AR TSR =0 F S o7 1 e, iR
I A & B H oM & (7T SARRIPI HIH <Iei & STavg a8 HHI U s g1 7T

e The former Catholic altar boy, born in September 1961, became one of Africa’s most
notorious rebels heading his Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA), combining religious
mysticism with an astute guerilla mind and bloodthirsty ruthlessness.

U4 ifere At Aaw, ST o1 Ridar 1961 & g1, 3npleT & Tad $Eud fafifgal 7 9
TH o T, o oiu dfegw Yforeew omf (LRA) &1 Aqa foran, forad enfifes veware,
Tifeear Torifar 3R At spear 1 farsyor am

¢ Kony’s marauding insurgency claimed to be fighting to overthrow the Ugandan government
and impose a regime based on the Bible’s Ten Commandments, but became infamous for
horrific kidnappings and mutilations.

DI BT 3T fAgE GIisT WHR & fIRM 3R arsfaa t gu smamait wR snenla =
I &1 G1aT BT YT, Al a8 U AUGRUN 3R ST 3 o I3 g |

e |t has killed more than 100,000 people and abducted 60,000 children who were forced to
become sex slaves, soldiers and porters, operating across the porous borders of Uganda,
Sudan, South Sudan, Central African Republic and Democratic Republic of Congo.

3T 1,00,000 & 3rfe Y &1 5T B 3R 60,000 T BT 3T fhar {5 A4 9T,

3R AoTgR -1 & fore AeieR foban T, iR g nfafafy ganisT, Yo, gfémr ge , dea
3pie- Rufdte ok SMwfes RufRie oife it &t gef el R Fadt &

Hearing on Tuesday
AR Bt

¢ In 2005, the self-proclaimed prophet and four of his deputies became the first people indicted
by the International Criminal Court (ICC) in The Hague for war crimes and crimes against
humanity.
2005 ¥, TEY HiTaEd 3R I IR ST SaRRTEHA STURTRIF =raTerd (ICC) SR g&
ORI IR AT & feTw sruRTe & forg 891 & SRIfUd g aret ugd Atad sl

Page52

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in =



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

The court will finally start hearing charges on Tuesday against Kony, including murder,
torture, rape, sexual slavery and pillaging in its first-ever in absentia hearing.

AT SHd: FTAAR BT BT & RIS gedT, a1, TATPR, T Gl 3R geuTe Jied
RITT Y GAaTS L& B, SN 3o+ gl rqufufer & gAars grft

Multiple |nternat|onal actors have joined the hunt for Kony.

B B T A B RRAPIT Ugl A 81 b T

The United States passed a law in 2010 to deploy around 100 special forces to work with
regional armies and offered $5 million for information leading to his arrest.

YT I SARDT 7 2010 T TH ST TR a1 ol dgd T4 100 faRiy gl &1 &
137 & 1Y HTH A & ol o=1d 351 7T SR S9! FIRUAR] &1 TFeR! ¢+ WR 5 fafers
SIER D1 31 91 741

By then, Kony’s power was much diminished by defections, deaths and surrenders.

a9 b, qoiead, il 3R SMEGHIT b HRU B &) Wia BT 8¢ deb HH &l TS |

But the U.S. abandoned its hunt in 2017 and defectors have continued to confirm Kony’s
survival.

QAf T T ARBT A 2017 T TSB! a B1S §f 3R SAGEA HRA AT TAR BT B
Sifad gH 31 gfy Hd B!

A report by a United Nations panel of experts in June 2024 said Kony had been forced to
leave long-held bases in Sudan due to its civil war, and had relocated to a remote part of the
Central African Republic.

Y 1Y fIRTT U9 B! 97 2024 F TP RUIE H 81 71 & I 1 GeM & 30 o
w@rwﬁa%ﬁaﬁw%w@sﬁ%fﬁuwmweﬁvﬁﬁmwﬂm
frafere & e i g o =el |

Messianic rebels

Joseph Kony: a brutal rebel leader who has eluded capture for decades

B T B IS a1 oY g3l | PR A sar gen @

It was there that several members of his militia were able to escape in March 2024.

a5 urd 2024 & IuT TR & 3 Yew YFH & 9% I3

Russian mercenaries targeted a suspected hideout the following month but Kony had
recently left, the UN report said.

T UIR AR 3 o1 TER e Ty BT ) I S e Ty g ot fRard
7 T T b b1 BTl €1 9 argt & et 7 )

A member of Uganda’s northern Acholi ethnic group, Kony took up arms around 1987,
following in the footsteps of another messianic rebel, Alice Auma Lakwena, a former sex
worker believed to be either his cousin or aunt.

ST & I} Sralelt ST UG &1 IS BT A 1987 F RIUN 8RR IoTT, 3R TH 3=
uififer fasid, wfery s e & il R 9an, S U gd desdl o oik fo) Iast =Rt
YTS T HIRf T S |

Lakwena, who died in Kenya in 2007, believed she could channel the spirits of the dead
and gave her followers what she called holy oil that could stop bullets.

AT, T 2007 T a1 T G B1 7T, BT AT AT {35 I8 Yadi @t ATHTSN Bt AFTGRA
FR Gl g 3R ST T TR & ufas e fean o ag Mifert A= arer A
Kony claimed the Holy Spirit issued orders to him on everything from military tactics to
personal hygiene.

ammm 7 foh ufear 3merT I8 B I A Ao TR =3 dT I 8 el & 3T
|

The rebellion claimed to be defending the Acholi people against President Yoweri
Museveni, who seized power from northern military rulers at the head of a rebel army in 1986
and remains in power almost 40 years later.

fagig 1 <rar U1 f% a8 a@ﬂ’rvﬁﬁaﬁt&nm@%;&uﬁuﬁﬁgﬁ%ﬁ%% SRR
1986 T fAIg! TT & dd T ITR! IT D! F T 141 At 3R TIHT 40 1 a1 ot = A

CE R
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Rebel commander Joseph Kony led a campaign of terror across Uganda and neighbouring countries
for decades, and has never been caught despite an international campaign to bring him to justice.
a8t HHER WIRE ST A TH! db ST R TSR I H 3T o1 A e, 3k 3 a1 &
HeW H A & o AP ST =e & Sravig a8 HH ghsT T8l 14|

The former Catholic altar boy, born in September 1961, became one of Africa’s most notorious
rebels heading his Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA), combining religious mysticism with an astute
guerilla mind and bloodthirsty ruthlessness.

g4 $Ufe A Aaw, osT I Ridar 1961 T go, pieT & T $EId [Agifeal § 9 td o7
a1, o Siuit diew Yforeew St (LRA) &1 g foan, forad enfifes Yewaare, e Jurifa sik
At gt &1 forsyon o)

Kony’s marauding insurgency claimed to be fighting to overthrow the Ugandan government and

impose a regime based on the Bible’s Ten Commandments, but became infamous for horrific
kidnappings and mutilations.

DI BT fAET® fagie gunieT TWWeR &I IRM SR arsfaa o o sngreil W smeid IR U= &1 g
T YT, AT I8 YO SMUBRUN 3R STHIT & T Fg=md &) 4|
It has killed more than 100,000 people and abducted 60,000 children who were forced to become sex

slaves, soldiers and porters, operating across the porous borders of Uganda, Sudan, South Sudan,
Central African Republic and Democratic Republic of Congo.

T 1,00,000 I SATeF ARN B! g B 3R 60,000 T BT 3RV b1 g A g, A 3R
1 & fo goreR foran T, SR ag fafafey genieT, Yo, afér g, dea snpte- Rufie
Wwwﬁaﬁgﬁﬁxﬁm\%ﬁwmﬁl

Hearing on Tuesday
AR BI

In 2005, the self-proclaimed prophet and four of his deputies became the first people indicted by the
International Criminal Court (ICC) in The Hague for war crimes and crimes against humanity.

20057, Wauﬁwﬁvmw%ﬁmmmucqmwmﬁm
AHadT & e sraRTet & oy 391 H S/RIfd g1 arcl Ugel oufekd &

The court will finally start hearing charges on Tuesday against Kony, including murder, torture, rape,
sexual slavery and pillaging in its first-ever in absentia hearing.

AT 3fdd: FIAAR B Bl & RIAE g, YTa-T, FATPR, W SRIAT 3R FeuTe JRd SR B
AT YE BT, SN S0 Ugal srguteufa ® grarg Gt
Multiple international actors have joined the hunt for Kony.

HIT BT AT H B ARSI Uef A 81 g o

The United States passed a law in 2010 to deploy around 100 special forces to work with regional
armies and offered $5 million for information leading to his arrest.

TYa T SARDT 7 2010 T T HH TR foa forads dgd a4 100 faRiw s@t oF &t J1eff &
1Y HTH B P AT a1d a1 T 3R I FIRTR) &t TR 37 W 5 fAferaq SfeR &1 33 @
|

By then, Kony’s power was much diminished by defections, deaths and surrenders.

99 d, Geieee, Tl 3R I & HRU B B e BIE 8¢ b B & TS N

But the U.S. abandoned its hunt in 2017 and defectors have continued to confirm Kony’s survival.

AforT g Iog SARBT A 2017 T ITH! TAY B1S &l SR AT B T THIAR BI- & Sfifad g
D1 gy Hd 3|

A report by a United Nations panel of experts in June 2024 said Kony had been forced to leave long-
held bases in Sudan due to its civil war, and had relocated to a remote part of the Central African
Republic.

g I1Y faRiug A9 &1 97 2024 &1 T RUIE & $51 701 6 S 31 YT H oue Al I 9 R
@I B! TegE & HRU SIS & forg AeiaR faan a7 3R a8 Aed npied Rufere & e R il o
ESIKI

Messianic rebels

It was there that several members of his militia were able to escape in March 2024.

Jel AT 2024 H ST HIRAT & $3 Jo& A # I%d R
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® Russian mercenaries targeted a suspected hideout the following month but Kony had recently left, the
UN report said.

w UIS & DT 7 ofTel 7 T Tfaw 3™ 1 =i smn, dfo wgaa g o Ruid & Fg1
fob i1 BTa 81 | T8 A bt T T

® A member of Uganda’s northern Acholi ethnic group, Kony took up arms around 1987, following in
the footsteps of another messianic rebel, Alice Auma Lakwena, a former sex worker believed to be
either his cousin or aunt.

ST & ITRL SNl AT TG BT Y DI A 1987 & HUN §RAR I3, 3R TS 37 Uil
ﬁﬁﬁ,qﬁﬁma@m%u&ﬁaﬁww,ﬁﬁwqﬁﬁqﬁzﬁaﬁ?ﬁ@mm%mﬁw
ST ATl

® Lakwena, who died in Kenya in 2007, believed she could channel the spirits of the dead and gave
her followers what she called holy oil that could stop bullets.

AT, ForasT 2007 & =1 § 4 B 7S, BT A AT fs 98 Jad! B STHATSHT BI ARG H Gaveh §
3R I 3 STl Y ufds da fean for 9 miferai b=t arem A <Ry

® Kony claimed the Holy Spirit issued orders to him on everything from military tactics to personal
hygiene.
Bt 1 arar AT o ufd et I /=7 YT & T AfdaiTa Fassdl b o Tl o SM1aRT gt A

® The rebellion claimed to be defending the Acholi people against President Yoweri Museveni, who
seized power from northern military rulers at the head of a rebel army in 1986 and remains in power
almost 40 years later.

fasTe 1 aran ot fob a5 Sreitelt «NIY 1 3&M R 3T & jTgufa dadt goa & f&am, e 1986 7
fIgie! ¥ & g | I I T § T BT o 3R AT 40 T a1G ot T A T gE

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper II1: Economy, S&T, Environment, DM,
&IS

1. Are new neurons born in the adult human brain?
T TGP HI-d A RTSh | 7T Y19 UaT g1d &7
2. How does two-factor authentication (2FA) work?
SI-PBRb YHTUNGUT (2FA) FH BTH BT 872
. QUIZ
. Red sea cable cuts take a toll on Indian networks to
Europe

VS Ul A Hed BT URAI Hedd IR QRIU & AT 3R

5. India, Qatar likely to finalise terms of reference for
FTA in early October

YR, Ha AT DI YE3ATd # THEIT & g ot 2rdl
a1 3ifa T9 ¢ DY FUTGT
6. ‘Dollar’s haven status may have been a mirage’

BT PT YRI& [SHHT g1 BT golf AE Tb YH T

W
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Are new neurons born in the adult
human brain? Study revives debate

Amid a morass of conflicting studies, new research by the Karolinska Institutet in Stockholm has provided further evidence of adult neurogenesis

using modern sequencing and machine-learning, infusing new life into a long-standing debate with important scientific and practical implications

Sheetal Potdar

ou were probably taught in

high school that new neurons,

or brain cells, are not born

during adulthood. That it stops
during your childhood. The actual picture
has been more complicated: scientists
have been debating among themselves for
along time as to when neurogenesis
stops, although most of them believed it
was possible in adulthood.

A new study in Science now promises
to kick this dust up all over again: it has
reported evidence of neural progenitor
cells and young neurons — which are the
intermediate stages of cellular
development — in the hippocampus, the
memory centre of adult human brains.

Promise and scrutiny

“Historically, the brain was considered a
non-regenerative organ,” Prem Tripathi, a
senior scientist who studies neurogenesis
at the CSIR-Indian Institute of Chemical
Biology in Kolkata, said. “However, in
1998, a pioneering study provided the
first direct evidence that new neurons
could be generated in the hippocampus in
adults, suggesting a regenerative potential
in the adult brain.”

This finding opened the door for
exciting possibilities for regenerative
therapies, particularly in ageing
individuals suffering from
neurodegenerative diseases like
Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s, and other
dementias.

The promise of regenerative therapies
also brought more scientific scrutiny,
however. The 1998 study had used brain
samples of individuals suffering from
brain cancers, prompting experts to
question whether neurons in adulthood
were being born due to the tumours.

“The other criticism was that they
showed this in a small sample size, only in
five individuals,”, Navneet Vasistha, an
assistant professor who studies
neurogenesis at the University of
Copenhagen, said.

Even as doubt lingered over whether
neurogenesis occurred in the human
adult hippocampus, many research
groups showed that neurogenesis did
occur in the adult brains of mice, rats,
and even monkeys.

“Importantly, these studies identified
several critical functions of adult-born
neurons in the hippocampus,” Hiyaa
Ghosh, associate professor of
neurobiology at the National Centre for
Biological Sciences, Bengaluru, said. This
included “the ability to distinguish
between very similar contexts, the ability
to rewrite memories, and stress
resilience.”

These processes are all mediated by
neural circuits in the dentate gyrus of the
hippocampus, which is where new
neurons are thought to be continually
generated throughout life.

Yet the evidence for adult neurogenesis
in human brains has been inconsistent.
One study from a group at the University
of California in San Francisco found that
while new neurons were born in the
infant hippocampus, their numbers
declined sharply within the first year of
life. Another group replicated these
findings independently, lending support
to the idea that neurogenesis stops after
infancy.

At single-cell resolution

Amid this morass of conflicting studies,
the new study — from researchers at the
Karolinska Institutet in Stockholm —
provides further evidence for adult
neurogenesis using modern sequencing
and machine-learning methods.

The researchers isolated more than
400,000 neurons from the hippocampal
region of post-mortem brain samples
from (deceased) individuals aged less
than a year to 78 years. Then they
analysed them using a technique called
single nuclei RNA sequencing, which
provides a near-complete signature of
genes that are expressed (or turned on) in
each cell.

This allowed the team to monitor
hundreds of markers in cells
simultaneously, including those specific to
cells that divided regularly. They trained a
machine-learning algorithm to recognise
these markers using RNA sequencing data
from hippocampal samples younger than
five years old, when neurogenesis is
well-documented to occur.

“What we know from mouse models is
that, typically, there are stem cells that
every now and then get activated and
proliferate to produce more intermediate
progenitors, which also divide
extensively,” lonut Dumitru, one of the
first authors of the study and a research
specialist at Karolinska, said. “Those that
survive become what we call neuroblasts

o

= very young neurons.”

In the study, the team was able to
identify all three types of intermediate
neuronal stages — neural stem cells,
neural progenitors, and neuroblasts —
using the machine learning algorithm
even in adolescent and adult brain
samples.

“One of the key strengths of this study
is in combining transcriptomics with
spatial localisation,” Tripathi said.

The authors also used advanced
techniques called RNAscope and Xenium
to doubly confirm that RNA signatures
belonged to progenitor cells within the
dentate gyrus.

Mr. Ghosh added that “inclusion of a
broad age range also strengthened their
observations, demonstrating that neural
progenitor cells can be detected
throughout the human lifespan.”

Both Mr. Tripathi and Mr. Ghosh also
agreed that the RNA signature similarities
between human and rodent progenitors
supported the idea that adult
neurogenesis is a conserved feature in
mammals — meaning mammals don’t lose
this ability in the course of evolution.

Yet scepticism lingers
Not everyone is convinced, of course.

For example, Mr. Vasistha expressed
concern that the authors relied on RNA
signatures, which may not indicate
functional relevance. According to the
central dogma of molecular biology, DNA
is transcribed into RNA, which is then
translated into proteins, which finally
perform cellular functions. So detecting
RNA alone, Vasistha contended, doesn’t
prove that a gene is actively producing a
functional protein.

“They could be remnants from the
cell’s history, persisting in the cell or in
the daughter cell,” he said.

Instead, Mr. Vasistha continued, using
antibody-based staining methods to label
the marker proteins directly would have
been more convincing. This is the same
method that the two papers that couldn’t
detect young neurons in the adult
hippocampi used.

‘While this method is often considered
the gold standard to address whether a
cell has a certain protein, it is also
restrictive. Since the method is based on
the ability to distinguish between
fluorescent dyes, only four markers can
be labelled simultaneously, as opposed to
hundreds or more in the RNA sequencing
method.

Marta Paterlini, a researcher at the
Karolinska Institutet and the other first
author of this study, argued the same
thing: that the team “wanted to move
away from this restrictive antibody-based
labelling method.”

I tried so many different antibodies,
but they all gave different results,” she
added.

This is to say, while the authors

a— 2
The evidence for adult neurogenesis in human brains has been inconsistent. BIOSCIENCE IMAGE LIBRARY/FAYETTE REYNOLDS.
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We don't have therapies for dementia
or other kinds of cognitive impairment.
So a mechanism that boosts the
amount of neurogenesis would give
people back some level of memory
retention and cognitive ability, so they
regain some dignity in their old age
NAVNEET VASISTHA

neurogenesis, but very few neurons are
born in adults, right?”” Mr. Dumitru said
of the shifting trend.

Mr. Vasistha remains unconvinced. He
called upon the neurogenesis field as a
whole to arrive at a consensus on the
markers that scientists would have to use
to identify neural progenitor cells, to
standardise the protocols used for
postmortem sample preparation, and to
establish a robust validation framework
based on RNA and protein detection for

ASSISTANT PROFI TTHE
UNIVERSITY OF COPENHAGEN

interpreted the variable antibody-based
staining results as a limitation of the
technique, others like Mr. Vasishtha
remain cautious and question the
identification and presence of neural
progenitor cells. Another point of
contention, with which Mr. Tripathi and
Mr. Ghosh agreed as well, is that the
number of neural progenitor cells is
highly variable between individuals. The
authors of the study attributed this to two
reasons, technical and bi i

adult

All things considered, experts in the
field agree the methodological differences
seem to be the root cause of
discrepancies across different studies.

Adult neurogenesis is important in the
hippocampus because it can explain how
the hippocampus can perform critical
memory-related functions. For example,
some scientists have hypothesised that
the dentate gyrus consists of a mixture of
‘mature and immature neurons.

“The hippocampal circuitry appears to
rely on this unique property —

intaining a mixe ion of highly

“We never claimed our result to be
quantitative,” Ms. Paterlini said. “We
cannot tell exact numbers, but we can tell
for sure that the neuroblast and neural
progenitor cells are there in the adult
hippocampus.”

“Sometimes the techniques we use
work well for some samples but not as
well for others,” Mr. Dumitru added,
highlighting the technical variability
despite the team’s best efforts.

The biological variation, they have
further argued, stems from inherent
genetic differences in the humans from
whom the samples were obtained.

“The human samples are so incredibly
different from each other genetically,” he
added. “In contrast, mouse models
involve genetically similar individuals,
which naturally reduces inter-individual
variation.” This variation can also be
attributed to environmental and lifestyle
differences.

“For example, physical activity
increases neural progenitor cell
proliferation, while chronic stress or
social isolation reduces neurogenesis,”
Mr. Ghosh said. “So two healthy
individuals could show markedly different
levels of neurogenesis based on such
influences.” She also noted that including
comprehensive metadata like stress
levels, exercise habits, and hol

excitable young neurons and sparsely
firing mature neurons — to optimise
processing,” Mr. Ghosh said.

This dynamic composition in this
region can account for plastic responses,
i.e., flexibility in responses to similar
situations, such as when you need to
distinguish between where you parked
the car yesterday versus where you
parked today.

From a clinical point of view, Mr.
Vasistha said, “We currently don’t have
any good therapies for dementia or for
other kinds of cognitive impairment. So if
somebody can uncover a mechanism by
which you can boost the amount of
neurogenesis, that would give people
back some level of memory retention and
cognitive ability, so they regain some
dignity in their old age.”

Mr. Dumitru added that “it is much
easier and way more elegant to encourage
locally present neural progenitor cells to
produce the neurons that are needed,
rather than transplant externally
differentiated stem cells, which can be an
invasive and risky procedure.”

However, these regenerative therapies
are a long way away. Before clinical
applications can be designed, many
fundamental questions persist.

For the group from Karolinska, the first
step is to d more about the

state could enrich future postmortem
studies.

A call for consensus
After 27 years of intense debate and
speculation, Mr. Dumitru and Ms.
Paterlini are ready to move on.
“Initially, sceptics would say ‘no
neurogenesis, full stop.’ But now, with
new papers showing that there are
progenitors, it’s shifted to ‘okay, there is

adult-born neurons like their function,
number, and distribution.

“To kill the debate, we must show the
specifics,” Mr. Dumitru added.

The team is also examining other areas
in the adult brain where neurogenesis
may occur, which could launch yet
another spirited debate.

(Sheetal Potdar has a PhD in
neuroscience and works as a science writer.
sheetaldpotdar@gmail.com)

Are new
neurons born in
the adult
human brain?
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. Amid a morass of
conflicting studies,
new research by the
Karolinska Institutet in
Stockholm has
provided further
evidence of adult
neurogenesis.
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o Using modern
sequencing and
machine-learning, the
study has infused new
life into a long-standing
debate with important
scientific and practical
implications.
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neurons, or brain cells, are not born during adulthood. That it stops during your
childhood.
3{TU! THId: 8T8 Whd W RIamn a1 g1 fob T <RI (brain cells) TGN & GRI
e 7 1| T8 MU F=q § € 3 el 2

e The actual picture has been more complicated: scientists have been debating among
themselves for a long time as to when neurogenesis stops, although most of them
believed it was possible in adulthood.
IRAfaH AR HF Tfed I8! §: IS A T 4 3T R IgY PR IQ 8 [
gﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁmé, gIclifch 370 I SHABIR BT HHT T foh I8 qapar § Ha

I

e A new study in Science now promises to kick this dust up all over again: it has
reported evidence of neural progenitor cells and young neurons — which are the
intermediate stages of cellular development — in the hippocampus, the memory
centre of adult human brains.

Science & T& -1 3/&0 31§ fhR I 959 B BT 16l Xl 5: 399 neural
progenitor cells 3R young heurons — ST cellular development & intermediate
TRUT § — &1 TG hippocampus (TTH TG AT &1 Jfd Hg) T U |

Promise and scrutiny
TR 3R T

o “Historically, the brain was considered a non-regenerative organ,” Prem Tripathi, a
senior scientist who studies neurogenesis at the CSIR-Indian Institute of Chemical
Biology, Kolkata, said.
ﬁﬁl%’lﬁ@ *Y ﬁ, AT B Td non-regenerative organ HIT SITdl T,” ojeai ﬁcﬂ?ﬁ,
IRy e, Heasngsm-Efea Siege 3w e a s, Sraw r 4
Cadl

e “However, in 1998, a pioneering study provided the first direct evidence that new
neurons could be generated in the hippocampus in adults, suggesting a
regenerative potential in the adult brain.”

“gTdIiTp, 1998 H, Th UV 3T = gl u?u&ma;rﬁmﬁ? hippocampus T gaED!
g ELY W IUF 8l hd % S 9 AR o regenerative potential &1 Tobd ol
I”

e This finding opened the door for exciting possibilities for regenerative therapies,
particularly in ageing individuals suffering from neurodegenerative diseases like
Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s, and other dementias.

39 WIS 1 regenerative therapies &1 JHGH YUTGAT3N & giam! @id, oy TT 4
3 @\T\P‘fm & foTT ST Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s 3R 3 dementias oIl
I

neurodegenerative diseases | Tﬁ%ﬁ

o The promise of regenerative therapies also brought more scientific scrutiny,
however. The 1998 study had used brain samples of individuals suffering from brain
cancers, prompting experts to question whether neurons in adulthood were being
born due to the tumours.

gIdif®, regenerative therapies & dIc = 31w Ay oIid +ft @15 | 1998 3regd— A
brain cancers ﬁﬁ%ﬂwﬁlﬁ%mmﬁwm o7, forad faviest A
HaTel I3 o o1 qRebdl H R D1 S tumours & HRUT B1 gl AT

e “The other criticism was that they showed this in a small sample size, only in five
individuals,”, Navneet Vasistha, an assistant professor who studies neurogenesis at
the University of Copenhagen, said.

“GIRI ATATET I8t fh I5i- 39 Bic T AR, Had 5 faddl | fearr,”
University of Copenhagen & <RSI TNYdwdl TgMA® WhaR Ta-id airs 3 &gl |
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Even as doubt lingered over whether neurogenesis occurred in the human adult
hippocampus, many research groups showed that neurogenesis did occur in the
adult brains of mice, rats, and monkeys.

U 81 39 IR Mg o1 38T [ 1 AFd 9O hippocampusﬁ@@ﬁﬁm@?ﬂ%ﬂ G
Ty TE! A e i aoes oY, et ik sig & Afkrss o RIS ga|
“Importantly, these studies identified several critical functions of adult-born neurons
in the hippocampus,” Hiyaa Ghosh, associate professor of neurobiology at the
National Centre for Biological Sciences, Bengaluru, said.

ﬂ"&lc—q"qpf‘@—q @ ELl 394! 7 adult-born neurons & hippocampus | Eh_if ﬂ%ﬁ'@f
il o8 U &, fa B, et iR, A dex Bk Saeied arEa,
TS A FEl
This included “the ability to distinguish between very similar contexts, the ability to
rewrite memories, and stress resilience.”

O “9gd JHM Tl & o1F 3R FHRA Bt &1, Wiadl & R I fergs &t &, 3R
stress resilience” MU T
These processes are all mediated by neural circuits in the dentate gyrus of the
hippocampus, which is where new neurons are thought to be continually generated
throughout life.

g H‘J-ﬁ W hippocampus & dentate gyrus P neural circuits GRT MIRT gt %’
STl I8 HHT STl & fob ShiaR ¢ IR TR 30 Bid 384 ¢ |
Yet the evidence for adult neurogenesis in human brains has been inconsistent.
o +ff, ATTa AiKTSs A g QRIS & UHIUT ST T8 B
One study from a group at the University of California, San Francisco found that
while new neurons were born in the infant hippocampus, their numbers declined
sharply within the first year of life.

gfaRid sife FHferwifan, ﬁqmﬁwﬁéww%eﬁwﬁw%uﬁéw
aﬁﬁ?&jﬂﬁinfa%hippocampusﬁﬁﬂ‘g’qa, AfP Ip! T Sfitad & ugal 99 & HiaR
e TS|

Another group replicated these findings independently, lending support to the idea
that neurogenesis stops after infancy.

TH 3 IO A W7 U 4§ 37 FHu ol giexmn, o 39 faaR & awd= firan fe
RN AraTaRAT & 1 b STl ¢

At single-cell resolution

Rivra-da RefeRA w®

Amid this morass of conflicting studies, the new study — from researchers at the
Karolinska Institutet in Stockholm — provides further evidence for adult
neurogenesis using modern sequencing and machlne -learning methods.

1 IRER faRieh sreaaei & o9, WiwegiH & HRIRDT SWiede & AUDHarsi &
g =11 e nyfre WHRIT ok w=iiq-af-n faflkrat &1 Swam wve aoew
RIGARE & 3R Tgd Y& FRal g

The researchers isolated more than 400,000 neurons from the hippocampal
region of post-mortem brain samples from (deceased) individuals aged less than
a year to 78 years.

MYt 7 400,000 | P YRI-T F! fFwibrua &= I e fowan, St ga
m%mmaﬁwamma fSH®! 31 U a9 | &0 A AP 78 a4
ERIN

They analysed them using a technique called single nuclei RNA sequencing, which
provides a near-complete signature of genes that are expressed (or turned on) in
each cell.
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IBi 37T fa=eivuT RRTA IfFasirg RNA W& RRT 91 dob-iie 3 a1, it i
I o =gad (T1 Wishd) 11 a1 Sl &1 TTHT g §E1eR UaH Hdl g

This allowed the team to monitor hundreds of markers in cells simultaneously,
including those specific to cells that divided regularly.

TN Y B! T G Aps! A ! AifAex & $1 srufd fireft, = 3 off snfdra 2
S fraftra ¥ & fyurfora g9 areft sifRmersi 9 d6fiq o

They trained a machine-learning algorithm to recognise these markers using RNA
sequencing data from hippocampal samples younger than five years old, when
neurogenesis is well-documented to occur.

I 37 A D Uga & fo7Q T Weit-af~R1 Teniar o uiRiiérd fobar, e
U 99 & #4939 & FFudre Aued &1 RNA TSR Ser sk fooar mar, 99
IRISARRT 33! TRE Tafad g

“What we know from mouse models is that, typically, there are stem cells that
every now and then get activated and proliferate to produce more intermediate
progenitors, which also divide extensively,” said lonut Dumitru, one of the first
authors of the study. “Those that survive become what we call neuroblasts — very
young neurons.’

BH A1 ATST 4 WFd & o SR R 981 WH IeH 8Id & off GHI-THY W Ffshd
BIHR 3R Iford g 31 gevwifeue Meifed Sad #d §, Sl s U 3
AT 81 8, 3rede & Ugd dwe! § ¥ U g aie g < sell Sl ofifad 8a &
9 RIS — T 9§ g1 RIH — W1 &1
In the study, the team was able to identify all three types of intermediate neuronal
stages — neural stem cells, neural progenitors, and neuroblasts — using the
machine learning algorithm even in adolescent and adult brain samples.

3rege H, <A w=iA afT TEniar o1 SuahT ave fhRIR ok 9ave aferss e
F 1t i TPR & SeHifdue IR Vol — Ral W Sed, G Neified ok
ARIARTH — P UgdH B | G 8|
“One of the key strengths of this study is in combining transcriptomics with spatial
localisation,” Tripathi said.

T LT B YPE dlbd! | 4 TP & SIAhEIATH &1 SRS ABargei=e & 9
e, Brardt A Fan
The authors also used advanced techniques called RNAscope and Xenium to
doubly confirm that RNA signatures belonged to progenitor cells within the
dentate gyrus.

g A I ddb-Idh! RNAscope 3R Xenium &1 i STTT foan arfes I8 gt gy
?w%ﬁmmhﬁaﬁwﬁ%&am%m@mﬁﬁﬁa@w@w@a
I

Mr. Ghosh added that “inclusion of a broad age range also strengthened their
observations, demonstrating that neural progenitor cells can be detected
throughout the human lifespan.”

ot 'y A ShreT fob e faga Smg T &) v HA W 37 sfaaie 3R Aoigd
Y %Hﬁ@ﬁ%wﬁﬁﬁaﬁwaﬁqﬁnﬂaﬁﬂmﬁwww%l”

Both Mr. Tripathi and Mr. Ghosh also agreed that the RNA signature similarities
between human and rodent progenitors supported the idea that adult
neurogenesis is a conserved feature in mammals — meaning mammals don’t
lose this ability in the course of evolution.

ot Frardt SR o g9 G171 g+ 71 b ATE AR S Wiaifed & i T RNA
RR JuHaE 39 faaR &1 9uF #xdt § f 9avp GRISRN Wauial & te
TRferd faRivar g — srufq TRt 39 &mdr &) fapRIeH & SR T8 W@ld |
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Yet scepticism lingers

e st G s gan g

Not everyone is convinced, of course.

I, TR DTS 3 TS |

For example, Mr. Vasistha expressed concern that the authors relied on RNA
signatures, which may not indicate functional relevance.

JaTexl & foru, oft 9fRrg = ffar ogad 31 fob Ta®! 5 RNA signatures TR 4RI foT,

S functional relevance @1 Jdd T8l ¢ dhd |
According to the central dogma of molecular biology, DNA is transcribed into
RNA, which is then translated into proteins, which finally perform cellular
functions.

molecular biology & central dogma & 39, DNA &1 ¢ih®== RNA H gidl e
IEREIE:] proteins e E’Iﬂﬁ? ICRIRSIGI % 3R T 3fdd: cellular functions HRd %I
So detecting RNA alone, Vasistha contended, doesn’t prove that a gene is actively
producing a functional protein.

YA, Had RNA BT Udl 1, dfRIS A dob a1, Ig Aifad a1 =l fob b SiiF
T =0 I functional protein 57 38T 3|

“They could be remnants from the cell’s history, persisting in the cell or in the
daughter cell,” he said.

“d cell’s history & A €3f Tghd % ST DIRTBT AT I daughter cell Ha QE?[
g, 35 Pl

Instead, Mr. Vasistha continued, using antibody-based staining methods to label
the marker proteins directly would have been more convincing.

2P oI, 41 afR1E 3 FET, antibody-based staining methods &1 3TTRT B 1Y
marker proteins @1 TAad BT ¥ fAyg-ta grarl

This is the same method that the two papers that couldn’t detect young neurons in
the adult hippocampi used.

Tg! gg fafer 8 forgest IuaiT 3 & =gt 7 fasar o1 S adult hippocampi | young
neurons WWH@W’HW D

While this method is often considered the gold standard to address whether a cell
has a certain protein, it is also restrictive.

gIdife gg fafd 3R Ug S & ot gold standard AT STl 8 b fohdt HifRrer &
Udh fAfEa urd= % gq] :lf?[ g 4t restrictive %I

Since the method is based on the ability to distinguish between fluorescent dyes,
only four markers can be labelled simultaneously, as opposed to hundreds or
more in the RNA sequencing method.

fdp g fafY fluorescent dyes 1 3T DR DI &HAT TR TR 8, $Id IR
markers &I Th 1Y NENAERIRSIESEI] % Sidfd RNA sequencing method o ﬁars‘r
a7 3t fohT ST 9ahd ¢ |

Marta Paterlini, a researcher at the Karolinska Institutet and the other first author
of this study, argued the same thing: that the team “wanted to move away from this
restrictive antibody-based labelling method.”

ATet UTeRfeFt, Karolinska Institutet &1 YAl AR 3T AL BT gad gdH
ﬁ@ﬁ, ERN K] s fear. fe da %9 restrictive antibody-based labelling method
GRS 3rga ot

“I tried so many different antibodies, but they all gave different results,” she added.

ﬁ?rao—s‘wermannbodues&nanm @mtﬂ%ﬁqﬂ’rﬁ&m&mwm
RESERSIH

This is to say, while the authors interpreted the variable antibody-based staining
results as a limitation of the technique, others like Mr. Vasistha remain cautious
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and question the identification and presence of neural progenitor cells.

EREAI Wﬂ‘s’%ﬁ? S AGD! antibody-based staining gfvomat &t
IR B! 3T db-itdb B! limitation FTHT, 2t IRMY S 37 AT Jddb [ 3R
neural progenitor cells CHRREIR] 3R IufUfd &R Fard IoTd Q%I

Another point of contention, with which Mr. Tripathi and Mr. Ghosh agreed as well,
is that the number of neural progenitor cells is highly variable between
individuals.

T 3R f3are &1 g7, o ot Frardt oik ot ow oft Wgwa 3, 98 & fF neural
progenitor cells & WeAT G & std agd fua gicht 3|
The authors of the study attributed this to two reasons, technical and biological.

ST P ATH! A 3 31 BRUT A SNST: technical 3R biological |

“We never claimed our result to be quantitative,” Ms. Paterlini said. “We cannot tell
exact numbers, but we can tell for sure that the neuroblast and neural progenitor
cells are there in the adult hippocampus.”

g H graT 61 fhan i §AR UM quantitative 8, gt urexfert 3 #@11 “gd
It THT 8! §a1 Yobd, Afded gH MY TU A &8 IPhd & f neuroblast 3R
neural progenitor cells adult hippocampus ﬁﬁﬁj{ %I
“Sometimes the techniques we use work well for some samples but not as well for
others,” Mr. Dumitru added, highlighting the technical variability despite the team’s
best efforts.

‘FH-Ht g1 SN AP SUTANT B &, d S T & foTU DT G HH Bl &
AT gIRI & forg I sreat &t ot gftrg = SireT, 39 & Jakad var! & dTasie
technical variability 31 ISR &d gU|

The biological variation, they have further argued, stems from inherent genetic
differences in the humans from whom the samples were obtained.

IgIH S ad T foh biological variation 37 TS # 3fdfifed genetic
differences ¥ 3 BIdil &, o™ TH Ut fahd T 3|

“The human samples are so incredibly different from each other genetically,” he
added. “In contrast, mouse models involve genetically similar individuals, which
naturally reduces inter-individual variation.”

TG T 3RS T ¥ Uh-gaR ¥ 3a- faya-1a wu J fid §,” 35 Fell
Eﬂ% ﬁtmﬁ, mouse models A genetically similar individuals RUIE] sﬁ %’ K|
WIHIfd® =Y ¥ inter-individual variation &1 &H HXd % [”

This variation can also be attributed to environmental and lifestyle differences.

Tg fafdedr environmental 3fR lifestyle differences & ®RUT 4t 8 Tt 3|
“For example, physical activity increases neural progenitor cell proliferation,
while chronic stress or social isolation reduces neurogenesis,” Mr. Ghosh said.

“JalgU %ﬁ'ﬂl physical activity neural progenitor cell proliferation Gl EIE'IT-ﬁ %’
S chronic stress I social isolation neurogenesis P HH B! % CIGINE]
hall
“So two healthy individuals could show markedly different levels of neurogenesis
based on such influences.”

“ZYfoIY, &) W Afad T YAl & YR TR neurogenesis & TR H Iea- 1T 3R
fe@r a&d g1’

She also noted that including comprehensive metadata like stress levels, exercise
habits, and psychological state could enrich future postmortem studies.

35 g8 Yl I T f& stress levels, exercise habits, 3R psychological
state oI comprehensive metadata Call T-ZIT&IF’I AT Hfasg % postmortem ST Bl
q< B gHhdl g
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A call for consensus

HeHfd & forg smgr

After 27 years of intense debate and speculation, Mr. Dumitru and Ms. Paterlini are
ready to move on.

27 991 &1 g 789 3R sedwal & a1, f gty i gt urefelt omt se= & forg
TR gl

“Initially, sceptics would say ‘no neurogenesis, full stop.” But now, with new papers
showing that there are progenitors, it's shifted to ‘okay, there is neurogenesis, but
very few neurons are born in adults, right?”” Mr. Dumitru said of the shifting trend.
“YHAT H, Ydg P I Pod A DIs IS Tol, GUi fORM " Afb 316, S 7Y
Ny 7E 4w 36 € b tholfied Hiog €, 1 96 daees 81 a1 Sl §, FRISHRN ¢,
o aawp! § 9gd HH R U1 81d &, § 12" 4t §FIF 7 39 9aerd ¥ |R Fal|
Mr. Vasistha remains unconvinced. He called upon the neurogenesis field as a
whole to arrive at a consensus on the markers, to standardise protocols used for
postmortem sample preparation, and to establish a robust validation framework
based on RNA and protein detection.

oft afrg o off omRd T2 B 1 S8 ¥ RGN & T 3mre e fb 3w R
TS TgHfd §1U, TREHTEH JUd daRY & e IUaRT fobt o aTel Wietbied &1
DB B, 3R RNA 3R Wi fEea=M R anemikd teh aeiqd afersx™ e
RO B |

Experts in the field agree the methodological differences seem to be the root
cause of discrepancies across different studies.

39 & & faRive Weud § {5 SrivuIeiTa Rusrard fafte sreog=i & srifaat o1 g
PR Telid gt B

Adult neurogenesis is important in the hippocampus because it can explain how
the hlppocampus performs critical memory-related functions.

ooy o uﬁa’g%mﬂ%a@mw%ﬁ?%@m
Wwﬁrwﬁaﬂfaﬁ%@r

Some scientists hypothesised that the dentate gyrus consists of a mixture of mature
and immature neurons.

%ﬁﬁamﬁﬁ%%qhwmﬁ%ﬁ?mwwmqﬁmwﬁw
|

“The hippocampal circuitry appears to rely on this unique property — maintaining a
mixed population of highly excitable young neurons and sparsely firing mature
neurons — to optimise processing,” said Mr. Ghosh.

TRuPrre afhdl 38 AR 1o R ARk S udid gt & — it St g9
qIdl gaT YRI=T 3R S Fishd g1 ard URue gRi=T &1 fAfda smardt & 991 xad
gU — dIfch TR &1 3% e 8l 9dh,” St o9 = &gl |

This dynamic composition can account for plastic responses, i.e., flexibility in
responses to similar situations, such as distinguishing where you parked the car
yesterday versus where you parked it today.

g Tfersiter TeaeT winfees yfafsarsif 31 oare #R Gebdl &, it Fa uRiRifaal
# ufaforanstt & riemd, S o Siu- SR &d Fal Ui Bt At 3R ST H5l U D @,
ST 3R HRAT|

From a clinical point of view, Mr. Vasistha said, “We currently don’t have any good
therapies for dementia or other kinds of cognitive impairment. If someone can
uncover a mechanism to boost neurogenesis, it would give people back some
memory retention and cognitive ability, restoring dignity in old age.”

Fitf-pa ef¥®ior 4, S aR1g 7 o1, “TAR u™ IaaH § [SHRMET a1 37 THR &1
AT Sfermarsit & fu H1S srst Rt 761 31 I B WRINARRT B Fgrar 37
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Mr. Dumitru added that “it is much easier and more elegant to encourage locally
present neural progenitor cells to produce the neurons needed, rather than
transplanting externally differentiated stem cells, which is invasive and risky.”

ot gftrg 7 ST & =it U 3 Mg <R Weifer e & Saxad R4
ITF IR & o UicTied 631 gl M R 3ifed Yex &, I 39 & 9188} ¥4
¥ faufea ©u Jea & TR foar e, S emshme 3R SiReHgu ufhar 17

However, these regenerative therapies are still a long way away. Before clinical
applications, many fundamental questions remain.

%15%% Y g AR ot ot 9gd R €| TR STyl 9§ Ugd w5 ayd Uy

I

For the group from Karolinska, the first step is to understand more about the adult-
born neurons — their function, number, and distribution.
%ﬁﬁww%ﬁmm%mﬁﬁm:ﬁm%aﬁﬁ 3R 3Hfer
ST — 3T BT, TSAT 3R faavor|

“To kill the debate, we must show the specifics,” Mr. Dumitru added.

S5 P T B F g, 79 FaRrwany e ghl, ot gfrg 3 shen

The team is also examining other areas in the adult brain where neurogenesis
may occur, which could launch yet another splrlted debate.

O TURP AT 3 o 81 &1 2t i e 38 B SeT RIS & wo T 2, 5
TH 3R 7% 969 DI o ¢ Tl g

Neurodegenerative Disorders:
Alzheimer’s vs Parkinson’s

1. Alzheimer’s Disease (AD)

Definition: A progressive brain disorder leading to memory loss, cognitive decline,
and behavioral changes.

Cause: Abnormal buildup of proteins — beta-amyloid plaques and tau tangles —
which damage and kill brain cells.

Affected Area: Mainly hippocampus (memory center) and cerebral cortex.

Risk Factors:

o Age (common after 65)
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o Genetic factors (APOE-e4 gene)
o Lifestyle factors (hypertension, diabetes, obesity)
e Symptoms:
o Memory loss, confusion, difficulty in language
o Personality changes, disorientation
o Later stages — inability to perform daily tasks
¢ Treatment:
o No complete cure; drugs like Donepezil, Rivastigmine can slow symptoms
o Lifestyle management: cognitive exercises, healthy diet

e Global Impact: Leading cause of dementia (60—70% cases).

2. Parkinson’s Disease (PD)

o Definition: A progressive nervous system disorder affecting movement and
coordination.

e Cause: Degeneration of dopamine-producing neurons in the substantia nigra
(midbrain).

¢ Risk Factors:
o Age (above 60)
o Family history

o Environmental toxins (pesticides, heavy metals)
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e Symptoms: (motor + non-motor)
o Tremors (shaking of hands, arms, legs)
o Bradykinesia (slowness of movement)
o Muscle rigidity, postural instability
o Non-motor: depression, sleep disturbances
¢ Treatment:
o Levodopa + Carbidopa (main therapy)
o Deep Brain Stimulation (DBS) in advanced cases
o Physiotherapy, speech therapy

e Global Impact: Second most common neurodegenerative disorder after Alzheimer’s.

3. Key Differences: Alzheimer’s vs Parkinson’s

Feature Alzheimer’s Disease (AD) Parkinson’s Disease (PD)
Primary Impact Memory & cognition Motor control & movement
Brain Region Hippocampus, cortex Substantia nigra (midbrain)
Main Pathology Amyloid plaques & Tau tangles Dopamine deficiency
Symptoms Dementia, confusion, personality change Tremors, rigidity, bradykinesia
Treatment Cognitive drugs (Donepezil) Levodopa, DBS
Onset After 65 (mostly) After 60 (mostly)
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How does two-factor

authentication (2FA) work?

The idea of 2FA is that you prove your identity in two different ways. The first factor is something you know:

your password. The second factor is something you have: an authenticator app running on your phone

Vasudevan Mukunth

asswords are no longer enough
to keep your accounts safe. If
someone steals or guesses your
password, they can log into
your account without your knowledge. To
reduce this risk, many services use
Two-Factor Authentication (2FA). It adds
a second requirement when you log in,
usually a code that changes every 30
seconds. One of the most popular ways to
generate these codes is with apps such as
Google Authenticator. How does it work?

What is 2FA?

The idea of 2FA is that you prove your
identity in two different ways. The first
factor is something you know: your
password. The second factor is something
you have: an authenticator app running
on your phone. This makes attacks harder
because an attacker needs both your
password and access to your phone to
succeed.

OTPs are short numeric codes that
work only once, and only within a short
time window. Even if someone intercepts
one code, it becomes useless 30 seconds
later.

TOTP is the system that generates
these codes; it’s short for time-based
OTPs. TOTP is defined in an open
standard so that different apps and
services can use the same method and
stay compatible. Google Authenticator is
one of the best-known implementations.

How does TOTP work?

Before you can generate codes, your
authenticator app and the service, like
Gmail or Facebook, need to agree on a
piece of secret information. This is called
the secret key.

When you set up Google Authenticator,
the service gives you this secret. Usually,
it’s hidden inside a QR code that you scan.
Once your phone app has the secret and
the service has stored the same secret in
its database, both sides are ready. They
can now use this key plus the current
time to generate the same short codes.

The key idea of TOTP is to use time as a
moving input. Time is divided into equal
steps, usually 30 seconds long. Each step
has a number, called the time counter.
For example, if the current time is
2:00:00 PM exactly and we count in
30-second intervals, the counter might be
a large number like 50,00,000. At
2:00:30 PM, the counter increases by
one.

The app takes two inputs — the shared
secret key and the the current time
counter.

With these, it runs a cryptographic
function to generate a short numeric
code. Because the server can also
compute the same function with the same
two inputs, it can check that your code is
valid.

What are hash functions?
The codes are generated using hash
functions. A hash function takes an input
of any length - like a word, a sentence or
a long number — and produces a
fixed-length output. For example, the
SHA-256 hash function always produces a
256-bit (32-byte) output.

Hash functions are one-way: given the
output, it is practically impossible to
figure out the original input. They are also

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

very sensitive: if you change just one
character in the input, the output changes
completely.

These properties make hash functions
ideal for security. But TOTP doesn’t use
SHA-256 alone. It uses it inside a
construction called HMAC.

HMAC stands for ‘hash-based message
authentication code’. It’s a clever way to
combine a secret key with a message
using a hash function. The result is a short
piece of data that proves both the
authenticity (“it came from someone with
the secret key”) and the integrity (“the
message was not changed”).

The HMAC formula looks complicated

GETTY IMAGES

but the idea is straightforward —prepare
the key by making sure it has the right
length; combine the key with a constant
called the inner pad using the XOR
function (more on that later); hash it
together with the message; combine the
key with an outer pad using the XOR
function; and hash it together with the
result from step 2.

The final output is a 256-bit string. This
is much longer than the six digits you see
on Google Authenticator. That is where
the next step comes in.

How is the final code made?
The HMAC output is 256 bits, or 64
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SI-BREP YHTUNGRUT (2FA) FH BTH HIAT 82

e The idea of 2FA is that you prove your identity in two different ways. The first factor is
something you know: your password. The second factor is something you have: an
authenticator app running on your phone.

2FA &1 faaR g § T 31y 3ot Uga &) S1a-farT akish! & Wifad Rd &1 Ugdl $R® d8 §
S 3170 S §: 3MUHT URIFS | GIRT HRS d8 § ol 31D UM §: 3M1U% B R I 9Tl Ud
Jidfedes qul

e Passwords are no longer enough to keep your accounts safe. If someone steals or guesses
your password, they can log into your account without your knowledge.

YRGS 3 3P WTal b GRI&rd 3@ & forg yafed =6t €1 afe I 3uet uras g1 o 8 a1
STHM T AT &, Al I8 3MUD STHBRY & oA 31U W & AT 37 R Tohdl 8|

o To reduce this risk, many services use Two-Factor Authentication (2FA). It adds a second
requirement when you log in, usually a code that changes every 30 seconds.

3 SIRAH DI HH B & (01U B3 JdTE Gl-PRD YHTUNSHIUT (2FA) HT SUTNT Bl & | Tg AN
3 B JHY Ueb GORT TRUT SISl 8, ST THIR TR Ueh P18 Bidl & Sl 8% 30 WehS | gaaral o

e One of the most popular ways to generate these codes is with apps such as Google
Authenticator.

A DIS! DI ITT TR & I BT D! B Y T § T AT P e oY T &1 ST

What is 2FA?
2FA T 82

www.patrioticias.in

e The idea of 2FA is that you prove your identity in two different ways. The first factor is
something you know: your password. The second factor is something you have: an
authenticator app running on your phone.

2FA &1 f3aR T8 § % 30 31Ut UgaM &l SeT-3feT aRieh! ¥ IIfad $Rd § | Ugell HRE 98 o
S 31T S §: 3T UTHaS | GIRT RS d8 § off 3% TN g 3HT9% B TR Ie aral U
sidfeder Tul

o This makes attacks harder because an attacker needs both your password and access to
your phone to succeed.

g GHA! B! B I < § Hifeh SHATIR ! Jhd B & folT TS Urds 3R 3P i
T B TaTHdT BIdl 7

e OTPs are short numeric codes that work only once, and only within a short time window.
Even if someone intercepts one code, it becomes useless 30 seconds later.

OTP B TRTHS HIS 8Id & ol Had Ud aR 3R Had Uh BIc IHT HRTd & R & &1
FA &1 U S IS U DI Pl STIAY R I, TG 30 Vb S d1G IHR g el 3|

o TOTP is the system that generates these codes; it's short for time-based OTPs.
TOTP 98 YUl § S 371 ISl ! IUF Bl §; I CT8H-9T8 OTPs &1 I = B

e TOTP is defined in an open standard so that different apps and services can use the same
method and stay compatible.

TOTP &1 U& AU ¢SS H uRHIT fopan ma § aifes faftrd T ofik Tard wes & fafd &1
SN FR Fb 3R T 8 0 |
. GooglevA}Jthenticator is one of the best-known implementations.

TTa TP er o uRig Frf-aa- § 9 0 ¢

How does TOTP work?
TOTP Hd BTH BT 82

o Before you can generate codes, your authenticator app and the service, like Gmail or
Facebook, need to agree on a piece of secret information. This is called the secret key.

DTS ITA B U Ugd, MU Sifdfedhex Uu 3R AT, o S d 1 Bagd, I o T
BRI R JgAd 8141 8idl 8| 39 Hiehe B! Hgl Jar gl
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o When you set up Google Authenticator, the service gives you this secret. Usually, it's
hidden inside a QR code that you scan.
S 3T TS Sifdfeder Jeod o 8, df JdT US| I8 Tod ATHBRI <ol 5 | AR |R T
TF QR BIS & iR & el 8, oy 310 T vl B

e Once your phone app has the secret and the service has stored the same secret in its
database, both sides are ready.
T IR OfF 0% B T & T8 T AFGRT gl § SR a1 - 3 30 Serad § Weid ax
foran &, o A uar daR 8 9 &

e They can now use this key plus the current time to generate the same short codes.
3(d d 39 B 3R TTATH THY HT IUANT HXPh T RN BIS IUF B el g |

e The key idea of TOTP is to use time as a moving input.
TOTP &1 T faaR WY & U §aad 7Y & U H IUINRT ST 5 |

o Time is divided into equal steps, usually 30 seconds long. Each step has a number, called
the time counter.

Y B! YA SfaRTa § faHTiord fosam St g, S SR R 30 Vs &1 8Id1 ¢ | T SfaRTd
! TP T <1 oIl B, o eTgH PTdex $gd B

e For example, if the current time is 2:00:00 PM exactly and we count in 30-second intervals,
the counter might be a large number like 50,00,000. At 2:00:30 PM, the counter increases by
one.
IERUN & R, Tfe adAT THY faepd 2:00:00 PM & 3R 8H 30 Ahe & ievra & fAd §,
PTIeR 50,00,000 ST TSt TBAT 1 bl g1 2:00:30 PM TR, HTcR U I §¢ Sal g

e The app takes two inputs — the shared secret key and the current time counter.
U €1 3G 3T & — S Hithe B 3R T TZH PSR |

o With these, it runs a cryptographic function to generate a short numeric code.

ST Y, T8 U fhpRIithes eI Tl € dlic Uoh MTd GRS HIS 347 &l Job |

e Because the server can also compute the same function with the same two inputs, it can
check that your code is valid.

i TR it I < TTYCH & 1Y I8t e 0T R Thdl §, I8 I8 oI Wbl §
TAHT DI dY § AT el |

What.are hash fqnctions?
TN IR T 8?2

The codes are generated using hash functions.
A HIS B WM $HI JTINT B 3G fhT 1d g |

¢ A hash function takes an input of any length — like a word, a sentence or a long number
— and produces a fixed-length output.
T 8% WarH fHf oft daTS &7 Ye a1 § — O U Reg, U T, 1 U dall ST —
3R & fAf¥a dars *1 3MSeye ITT HRaT ¢

o For example, the SHA-256 hash function always produces a 256-bit (32-byte) output.
JCTERU & o, SHA-256 BT WaRTH §HN 256-fde (32-918¢) FT 33y e BT & |

e Hash functions are one-way: given the output, it is practically impossible to figure out the
original input.

B AR THARWI BId §: 3M3TYE U oM TR ol SAYE T Tal ST STHT 3RYd gl g

How secure is TOTP?

TOTP fara=T qRfda 82

e very sensitive: if you change just one character in the input, the output changes completely.
9gd Tde=fa: afe 3 37qe § $ad U character Scald §, o 3T3eYe T aRe Scl STl
H

o These properties make hash functions ideal for security. But TOTP doesn’t use SHA-256
alone. It uses it inside a construction called HMAC.

J 70T hash functions &1 security & 7T 3T §1d § | AT TOTP Hdd SHA-256 &1
JUINT 161 BTl T8 I8 HMAC ATHSG TN & e JUTNT Bl 3|
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HMAC stands for ‘hash-based message authentication code’. It's a clever way to combine
a secret key with a message using a hash function. The result is a short piece of data that
proves both the authenticity (“it came from someone with the secret key”) and the integrity
(“the message was not changed”).

HMAC &1 34 § ‘hash-based message authentication code’| Jg Udh IR TRie & fored
secret key Pl message & 1Y hash function &1 ITGNT P \_rﬁ?:T SIGI %I & GRUTH U6
BIeT ST BIaT § Sl &1 authenticity (U8 fordt T8 sufad § 3mam 8 fS9% U secret key B7)
3R integrity (“HGXI Sall g1 7TAT") 1 Fifed Bl gl
The HMAC formula looks complicated but the idea is straightforward — prepare the key by
making sure it has the right length; combine the key with a constant called the inner pad
using the XOR function (more on that later); hash it together with the message; combine the
key with an outer pad using the XOR function; and hash it together with the result from step
2.

HMAC formula Sifcd f&dht g Ao faaR IRA § — YA $: (& key F1 TaT8 TG 6; XOR
function &1 ITANT HXP key P! inner pad ATHE FRRIH & 1Y HATT (39 IR H 3 Far
SITE; @ message & 1Y hash H3; XOR function &1 STIN P key 31 outer pad &
7Y faTS; SR S TRU1 2 & URUIME & MY hash FX |

The final output is a 256-bit string. This is much longer than the six digits you see on Google
Authenticator. That is where the next step comes in.

3ifH 3TITYe TP 256-bit string | TE 3 BT D! I FHal all § S 3T Google
Authenticator TR 3d €| T&! 98 SIg § ST ST °R0T 31T ]

How is the final code made?

3ifaH Fs A 9T a1 82

The HMAC output is 256 bits, or 64 hexadecimal characters. To turn this into a short code,
TOTP uses a process called dynamic truncation.

HMAC output 256 bits T7 64 hexadecimal characters 8/d1 ¢ | 38 Th B HIS | gaad B
]%*I'Q, TOTP Ush UfshdT BT IUART Bl % o dynamic truncation aﬁ?f ?{'I

It selects a portion of the HMAC output based on its last few bits, then interprets those bits
as a number. Finally, it reduces the number by dividing it by 10,00,000 and taking the
remainder.

T8 HMAC output & 3ifaf $3 bits & YR TR T 3 &1 I99 HR1 &, fR 37 bits B! Th
number & ¥0 § SRS Hdl g | 3id H, Tg TS B 10,00,000 F FFHTTT Hrob SR Avids o
A Herdr gl

The result is a six-digit number between 000000 and 999999. This is the code you see on
your app.

UfUITH 000000 3NR 999999 & T BT UF six-digit number BT & | I I8 HIS & Sl MY
30 TR ¢8d & |

Because the time counter changes every 30 seconds, the code also changes.

FifP time counter Bx 30 seconds o daddl % CACRY| dad Sldl %I

And because both your app and the server use the same secret and the same counter, they
both arrive at the same six-digit number.

3R ISP 3T app 3R server Eﬁ:ﬁ THM secret 3R A counter T ITINT HRd % G
a:ﬁﬂ'ﬁlﬁsix-digit numbequEﬂﬁ%I

What is XOR?
XOR HIT 8?2

XOR is one of the simplest yet most powerful operations in computer science.
XOR computer science & I TR Afde Jad Yfaaemmelt ol & T T 3|
Its name is short for “exclusive OR”.

ST 91 “exclusive OR” HT T TU B

It's a logical operation that works on bits.

g UD logical operation % SN bits TR BTH Hdl %I
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The rules are simple:

o WRa g

0XORO0=0

1 XOR0=1

0XOR1=1

1XOR1=0

In other words, XOR outputs 1 if the inputs are different and 0 if they are the same.

IR Teg! H, TfS STYC 31elT € df XOR T 3T3eYe 1 Bial ¢ 3R afe 3TYe FH & af
3T3eYe 0§ g
XOR is useful because it’s reversible: A XOR A = 0.

XOR 3TNt 8 Fifeh I8 Iaer faran oI Yahdl 8: A XOR A = 0|

Say A XOR B = C. Knowing C, how do you find A?

A A A XOR B = C| IfS 3USH! € TdT §, < 3T A Hd gail?

You do C XOR B because it's the same as (A XOR B) XOR B.

31T C XOR B X4 g Fif% Ig (A XOR B) XOR B & THH |

Because B XOR B = 0, you’re left with A.

ifds B XOR B = 0, 3% U1 $Had A ST 5|

This property makes the XOR function very handy in cryptography.

Yo TUT XOR function P cryptography 2| dgd IUanft FaT B

In HMAC, the XOR function is used to mix the secret key with the inner and outer pads
like so:

HMAC T, XOR function &1 39417 secret key @1 inner 3} outer pads & 1y firaE & fog
forar ST 8, 39 UK

HMAC_SHA256(key, message) = SHA256( outer_pad XOR ( SHA256(inner_pad XOR
message) ) )

HMAC_SHA256(key, message) = SHA256( outer_pad XOR ( SHA256(inner_pad XOR
message) ) )

This ensures the key is not used directly but in an altered, more secure form.
%gﬁ@%m%% key T ITANT A1 761 fovarT ST fcdh U Sadl U, e QRféd S d

EIGIE

How secure is TOTP?

TOTP fra WRfema 82

The security of TOTP comes from several layers. The secret key is known only to your
device and the server.

TOTP @t qrE&m H3 TR J M1 81 Secret key Fad 3MTUF device 3R server &I J1d gl o
HMAC-SHA-256 ensures that without the key, no one can predict the output.
HMAC-SHA-256 78 Jff3d &= 8 f key & fo1 Bis ot 3m3eye ot ufasgaroht =gt ax
HhdTl

Also, time dependency means that even if someone sees a code, it’s valid only for a short
period.

ET?J'E?[, time dependency &1 aﬁ%ﬁsuﬁﬁ%mé@mé, ?ﬁtl's’%ﬁ %W%W
AR BT 8|

While truncation makes the output small, because the underlying space of possible HMAC
outputs is enormous, guessing the code is practically impossible.

gTdifd truncation 3T3CYC P! BICT §-IdT &, Al i GHIFAId HMAC outputs &1 WU §gd
ST 8, DIS BT 3TN T AT U g

This layered approach means attackers can’t simply guess or compute your codes without
also having your secret key.

Y IRAGR DBV HT AT § [P SHATR TIPS secret key P ST TS DS BT A et
I Hbhd T 3 AT gl DR b |

TOTP is a special case of a more general system called HMAC-based OTP.

TOTP U& AT YUl &1 fa=IY Ama § foRl HMAC-based OTP &gl SITdl ¢ |
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It uses a counter that increases each time you request a code, rather than using time.

T8 TP counter T IUTNT BT § SIl & AR OId 3T HIS BT 3FRIY H § dl ddl §, THT Bl
JUIRT B & T |

TOTP also replaces the counter with the current time slice, which makes it more convenient
because both sides stay in-sync automatically.

TOTP counter ! 4T time slice ¥ T&d odl &, oY T8 SHdH JAUTSHD &1 oITdl § Rl
3T g Tford ©U 9 Ri § 8 2

Other systems use different approaches.

=T JOTRTAT STT-SHTHT EFHIV BT START el 6|

For example, push-based 2FA apps send you a notification to approve.

JETERUT & foTU, push-based 2FA apps 3TU®! notification Wold & SfHGH & forg|
Hardware tokens such as YubiKeys generate codes directly on a physical device.
Hardware tokens S YubiKeys iR physical device UX DS IUT B 7

But all share the same principle: adding a second factor beyond your password.

AT Tt # T &t Rigid I3 81d1 8: 3MU% password & 3(dTdT U second factor SIS

Say your secret key is “DRAGON?” (in reality, it'd be a random string of bytes) and the
current time counter is 10,00,000.

A AT 3! secret key “DRAGON” § (ARdd H, I8 913cy &I Ud 388 &1 g1l 3R
IAH time counter 10,00,000 %I

Compute HMAC-SHA-256 of the secret and the counter.

Secret 3R counter BT HMAC-SHA-256 TTUT &Y |

This yields a 256-bit result, like 4a3b7f2c... (64 hexadecimal characters).

g 256-bit result <l % Y 4a3b7f2c... (64 hexadecimal characters)|

Use the last few bits to choose an offset, then take four bytes starting there.
3ifTH T bits HT ITANT offset T & o B, R T8I § L= HP R bytes T |
Convert those bytes into a number, which is say 123456789.

3 bytes $! Tdh number & TRafdd &3, St 38R0 & 1T 123456789 B ThT &
Divide 12,34,56,789 by 1,000,000 and take the remainder: 4,56,789.

12,34,56,789 & 1,000,000 I fAHTITT X 3R QAidh o 4,56,789 |

Thus your six-digit OTP is 456789.

39 UHR 3T six-digit OTP 456789 ¢ |

At the same moment, the server does the same steps and gets the same result.

I W, server 98! TRUI T § IR dg! URUMH YT el 5|

If your input matches, you are authenticated.

gfe 3adhT g149c A @rdr % @ 3T authenticated E?f ik %'I
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Red sea cable cuts
take a toll on Indian
networks to Europe

Internet traffic to and from Europe has noticeably slowed down

following the disconnection of undersea cable systems, data show

Aroon Deep
NEW DELHI

harti Airtel Ltd.,
BReliance Jio Info-
comm Ltd. and Ta-

ta Communications Ltd.’s
networks are among many
dealing with increased la-
tency to traffic between In-
dia and Europe, according
to telemetry published by
the San Francisco-based
network intelligence firm
Kentic, Inc. This follows
cuts to the undersea cable
systems SEA-ME-WE 4 and
IMEWE in the Red Sea,
which connect India to
West Asia and Europe. Un-
dersea cables are an essen-
tial part of the global Inter-
net’s infrastructure,
forming the backbone of
networks around the
world.

Latency is a measure of
how long a data packet
takes to make a round trip
between two points. While
latency between any two
points on earth is rarely ov-
er one second, differences
between domestic and in-

Choppy network

Airtel, Jio and Tata Comm are among many telcos dealing with
increased latency between India and Eurape

= Lag follows cuts to the undersea
cable systems SEA-ME-WE 4 and
IMEWE in the Red Sea

m Kentics data show latency
between Europe and Mumbai went
up from 110-150ms to 190-300ms

m Three subsea cable systems
faced cuts in the Red Sea in the
middle of last year

ternational traffic can be
perceptible, such as an in-
ter-continental video call.
According to Kentic’s data,
latency between Europe
and Mumbai (where most
subsea cables land in In-
dia), went up from roughly
110-150ms to 190-300ms,
depending on which cloud
service provider was used
to test the latency.

So far, widespread dis-
ruptions to networks have
not been detected, as India
has over a dozen subsea
cable systems landing in
the country, allowing tel-
cos to reroute traffic over

fue w7l
e This follows cuts to the undersea cable systems SEA-ME-WE 4 and IMEWE in the Red Sea,
which connect India to West Asia and Europe.
g Red Sea T SEA-ME-WE 4 3fR IMEWE undersea cable systems & PHed & 9IG gl %
S India BT West Asia 3R Europe q Gﬁgﬁ %I

e Undersea cables are an essential part of the global Internet’s infrastructure, forming the
backbone of networks around the world.

Undersea cables df¥d Internet’s infrastructure &1 & W%W g 3R gﬁm RSP
Jcdd ®! backbone S §

e Latency is a measure of how long a data packet takes to make a round trip between two

points.

LatencyZI_G’IITq%ﬁ?Wdata packetﬁffﬁ@ﬁﬁfﬁﬁﬂ&ﬂﬁ-ﬂﬁﬂﬁﬂmwwgl

other systems (which are
less optimal, but in any
case allow for traffic to con-
tinue flowing). Airtel, Tata
Communications and Re-
liance Jio did not respond
to a request for comment.
The Department of Tele-
communications did not
respond to a query.

This is the second dis-
ruption to subsea cable
systems connecting to In-
dia, after three subsea ca-
ble systems faced cuts in
the Red Sea in the middle
of last year, also linked to
Houthi attacks in the ongo-
ing crisis in the region.

Red sea cable
cuts take a toll on
Indian networks to
Europe

Y€ 3t $ad v
$T URA Aedd

R RIT & fow
3R

e Internet traffic to and from
Europe has noticeably slowed
down following the
disconnection of undersea
cable systems, data show.
éa@rwaa?n%ﬁa Europe g
3(H-STTH aTaT Internet traffic
undersea cable systems &
f&q®ac g & 9I¢ WP ¥ U Y
i 81 T B

e Bharti Airtel Ltd., Reliance
Jio Infocomm Ltd. and Tata
Communications Ltd.’s
networks are among many
dealing with increased latency
to traffic between India and
Europe, according to telemetry
published by the San
Francisco-based network
intelligence firm Kentic, Inc.
San Francisco fd network
intelligence firm Kinetic, Inc.
GRT USHIRd telemetry &
HJUR, Bharti Airtel Ltd.,
Reliance Jio Infocomm Ltd.
3R Tata Communications

Ltd. & Hcadh 3 B "cdd A
Q]T&IFI%G?[ India 3R Europe &
@H?’Wﬁﬂ?ﬁ 3‘% latency I
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o While latency between any two points on earth is rarely over one second, differences
between domestic and international traffic can be perceptible, such as an inter-
continental video call.
FTaiifos geat IR fopeht ot @ foigaft & o4 latency G &1 H4ft Ud ddvs ¥ 31 Bicl ©, Afcbd
domestic 3R international traffic & ST &1 3R HeqH BT S vl 8, O % inter-
continental video call |

o According to Kentic’s data, latency between Europe and Mumbai (where most subsea
cables land in India), went up from roughly 110-150ms to 190-300ms, depending on which
cloud service provider was used to test the latency.

Kinetic data & SR, Europe 3R Mumbai (\_rfﬁ BT subsea cables HRA H oIS H
8) & 19 latency TTHT 110-150 ms T I¢HR 190-300ms B! TS, T8 39 W AR Hrar g f
latency P X P D 1%1@ ®I9 T cloud service provider sﬁw foram |

e So far, widespread disruptions to networks have not been detected, as India has over a
dozen subsea cable systems landing in the country, allowing telcos to reroute traffic over

India, Qatar likely to
finalise terms of
reference for FTA

in early October

Saptaparno Ghosh
NEW DELHI

India is likely to finalise
terms of reference for a
free trade agreement (FTA)
with Qatar in the first week
of October, a government
source said on Monday.
The source added that
Commerce Minister Piyush
Goyal may visit the Gulf
country to finalise the
same on October 6.

The possibility of a com-
prehensive economic part-
nership agreement (CEPA)
with Doha was first an-
nounced in February dur-
ing the Emir of Qatar
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad
Al-Thani’s visit to India.
The two sides sought to
double their bilateral trade
by 2030.

Doha accounts for 1.22%
of India’s total trade. In FY
2024-25, India exported
goods worth about $1.68
billion, whilst it imports to-
talled $12.47 billion. Qatar’s
key exports to India in-
clude liquefied natural gas
(LNG), liquefied petroleum
gas (LPG), chemicals and
petrochemicals and alumi-
nium articles, among other
things.

Commerce Minister
Pivush Goval may
visit the Gulf country
to finalise the same
on October 6

Expanding the number
of FTA partners has
emerged as an imperative
for New Delhi in response
to U.S. President Donald
Trump-induced tariff re-
gime.

Washington instituted a
50% tariff on Indian pro-
ducts inclusive of a 25% pe-
nalty for buying Russian
oil. For perspective, trade
with the North American
country accounted for
11.4% of India’s overall
trade in FY 2024-25.

Talks progressing well

Enumerating progress
about the trade agreement
with the European Union,
the source stated that talks
were progressing well with
a delegation of the Euro-
pean Union already in New
Delhi. Mr. Goyal is expect-
ed to meet the trade com-
missioner for EU Maro$
Seftovi¢ on Friday as part
of the 13th round of talks.

other systems (which are less optimal, but in any case

allow for traffic to continue flowing).

3{d dep, Yead & AU FaU I Udl el dal g,

Fif& India H dozen subsea cable systems % S Q™

ﬁa_s’ﬁh_{ﬁ% SR telcos & 3= Red & ATy ¥

traffic reroute & &1 AT A 8 (S FH optimal

g, Afer faradt +ft TRE traffic BT TR I/ BT 3T S
)

¢ Airtel, Tata Communications and Reliance Jio did

not respond to a request for comment.

Airtel, Tata Communications 3R Reliance Jio 7

feoquft & SRy @1 Sare e fea |

e The Department of Telecommunications did not

respond to a query.

Department of Telecommunications = oot oft

query &1 S[d1d gl fedTl

o This is the second disruption to subsea cable

systems connecting to India, after three subsea cable

systems faced cuts in the Red Sea in the middle of

last year, also linked to Houthi attacks in the ongoing

crisis in the region.

I% India \_113 subsea cable systems o ﬁff daR
HqYM §, S&ie fU5d I & 7 o Red Sea H A
subsea cable systems ¢ U ?), 39 & H T ?%
crisis & SR Houthi attacks T{J,% f

India, Qatar likely to finalise
terms of reference for FTA in
early October

YR, B Sagas Bl Y[S3Md H
THEIT & HeH 9 Tl ot sifad
Y 3 B U

¢ India is likely to finalise terms of reference for a
free trade agreement (FTA) with Qatar in the first
week of October, a government source said on
Monday.

YR FEER & Ugd 98 § SR & Y o ATIR
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TUaT (THY) & T &Y 3al 31 Sifaw 9 37 ! TG 8, U6 W G - HAR &
Eadl

The source added that Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal may visit the Gulf country to
finalise the same on October 6.

7 = gg |t 5amn fos arforea w3t digqw Mg 6 sragaR &1 39 sifaw U ¢ & e 1ew o1
BT GRT HR Tdhd & |

The possibility of a comprehensive economic partnership agreement (CEPA) with Doha
was first announced in February during the Emir of Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-
Thani’s visit to India.

ST & 1Y AT T iR Tueha (W) & U Tad Ugd WRad! # URd &
AT & ERH B & 3R g Tt {97 gug Sra-y=i gRT 9ifta &1 18 o

The two sides sought to double their bilateral trade by 2030.

S g&fl 7 2030 % 3 fguefta saTuUR &1 QT SR &1 &7 G|

Doha accounts for 1.22% of India’s total trade.

SIgT &1 ANGH YRA & ol ATIR BT 1.22% g

In FY 2024-25, India exported goods worth about $1.68 billion, whilst imports totalled
$12.47 billion.

fam o 2024-25 T, URG 7 TAUT 1.68 3R SIAR Y4 & ATH o1 frafa fowan, safe
STTd e 12.47 3R STeR BT 6|

Qatar’s key exports to India include liquefied natural gas (LNG) (CHa), liquefied
petroleum gas (LPG), (propane (C3Hg) and butane (C,H;o)chemicals, petrochemicals
and aluminium articles, among other things.

HaX BT HRT B U@ Frafa § seeipd Wepfae 14 (Taeash), axdied deias i
(werdist), varE, deib e iR Tepifeam avge e g

Expanding the number of FTA partners has emerged as an imperative for New Delhi in
response to U.S. President Donald Trump-induced tariff regime.
THEIT HIGRT &t Y& TgT=1 141 feeett & fog sifvrard 571 man 3, smifvast wigufa siares
<0 g1 A frg U R 2 & ofare H|
Washington instituted a 50% tariff on Indian products inclusive of a 25% penalty for
buying Russian oil.

TRATET A YR Iarel WR 50% R® vman, oo wft da @den W 25% sfar of
A B
For perspective, trade with the North American country accounted for 11.4% of India’s
overall trade in FY 2024-25.
WY FY I g dl, S ARD! ¢ & 1Y AR faw awf 2024-25 § URA & $ ATIR BT
11.4% 51|
Talks progressing well

qIaiy et O | 3 T W1 &

Enumerating progress about the trade agreement with the European Union, the source
stated that talks were progressing well with a delegation of the European Union already
in New Delhi.

R T & WY AR FHSA S WA ) 970 gU, G A Hal [& Rda " &1 v
wfafiRried ugd A € 72 e # @ 8k arafy 3=t oRe @ omit w¢ & ¥
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Mr. Goyal is expected to meet the trade commissioner for EU Maro$ Seféovié on Friday
as part of the 13th round of talks.

oft e 139 SR Ft aal & R & Fu A Ypar & RIVE T9 F AR e AR
Awfae § firem o 3afie ]l

‘Dollar’s haven status may have been a mirage’

OPINION

Mike Dolan
LONDON

The dollar’s sharp drop in
April during a burst of ta-
riff-related financial stress
called into question what
many had assumed to be
its critical function as a sa-
fety trade.

Some now wonder
whether that haven status
was ever truly warranted.

For much of the past 15
years, global investors con-
sidered the dollar a natural
hedge during economic
and political shocks, allow-
ing them to feel comforta-
ble about amassing ever
more U.S. assets while leav-
ing their currency expo-
sure largely unhedged.

The argument was sim-
ple. If Wall Street took a

Doubts galore: U.S. currency logged worst Jan.-June performance

—

in the entire floating exchange rate era that began in 1973. REUTERS

plunge, it would drag most
global assets down with it,
but a countervailing surge
in the dollar exchange rate
would limit investors’ loss-
es on US. stocks and
bonds. But that didn’t hap-
pen in March and April. As
the S&P 500 fell by as
much as 20%, the dollar in-
dex dropped 8%, prompt-

ing some soul-searching
among investors and a
wave of hedging. In turn,
the U.S. currency recorded
its worst January to June
performance in the entire
floating exchange rate era
that began in 1973.
Whether many asset
managers and pension
funds around the world

still have currency hedges
in the hundreds of billions
of dollars to put in place re-
mains a hot topic in foreign
exchange circles.

But where did the confi-
dence in the dollar’s safe
haven status originate?

Cold war days

You can go all the way back
to the Cold War, when a
dash for dollars and gold
was always assumed to be
the knee-jerk investor res-
ponse to geopolitical
stress. That was driven by
the dollar’s dominance in
Western world finance and
offshore deposits along-
side its role in maintaining
the gold standard.

But the greenback’s lat-
est, most-celebrated safe
haven performance was
during the banking crash
of 2008. Even though U.S.
banks, mortgages, and cre-

dit markets were the epi-
centre of the global finan-
cial quake, the dollar still
surged in value when it all
came asunder.

The common assump-
tion was foreign investors
dashed for U.S. assets des-
pite Wall Street’s melt-
down because of fears of
contagion and global re-
cession. And yet, analysis
by former Treasury official
Brad Setser, now a fellow at
the Council on Foreign Re-
lations, casts doubt on that
reasoning. He suggests the
real cause of the 2008 dol-
lar spike was a rapid un-
wind of dollar-funded cur-
rency carry trades used to
exploit cross-border inter-
est rate gaps.

Mr. Setser dissects the
balance of payments data
from the time, concluding
overseas capital “unambig-
uously” flowed out of U.S.

‘Dollar’s haven status may have been a mirage’

BTAR BT YRI&A fEBTHT §I1 BT il UG Th UH AT

The dollar’s sharp drop in April during a burst of tariff-related financial stress called into
question what many had assumed to be its critical function as a safe trade.

3d & STeR &1 ol FRTae, RNE-Teth faig a T &

H3 AN AFA A % I8 GR&M ATUR & =0 | 39! Tgayul YfAs1 g

Some now wonder whether that haven status was ever truly warranted.

39 $3 AN T IR § [ 71 98 PRfdra f¥em &1 gwf %l araa o Ifera i
For much of the past 15 years, global investors considered the dollar a natural hedge
during economic and political shocks, allowing them to feel comfortable about amassing

ever more U.S. assets while leaving their currency exposure largely unhedged.

% d 15 aul & e gy & fore, e =) 3 enfdfe sk

markets as Lehman Broth-
ers collapsed in late 2008.

Even if net foreign de-
mand for Treasuries per-
sisted, this came mostly
from overseas central
banks or investors shifting
from other dollar assets
like mortgage bonds. More
broadly, Mr. Setser found
that foreign private money
flowed out of the U.S. bank-
ing system, shedding cor-
porate and asset-backed
bonds in droves. The dol-
lar bid came mostly from
U.S. investors seeking to re-
patriate cash from abroad,
he reckons, much of which
had been funding carry
trades in emerging econo-
mies, as back then U.S. in-
terest rates were relatively
low for a long period lead-
ing up to the crisis.

(The opinions expressed
here are those of the auth-
or, a columnist for Reuters)

ARM, 39 R JaTdl WS A U 3 o

SICh] & AR

IR D TP Uipfad g 1, S8 3% et Jufual & TR de O 95 Jegd
o, Tafh 3D G&T AT BTHT §¢ P SRYRIEI 51|
The argument was simple. If Wall Street took a plunge, it would drag most global assets

down with it, but a countervailing surge in the dollar exchange rate would limit investors’
losses on U.S. stocks and bonds.

I T UT1 Tfe afer wie R B, o g8 siftieiw e dufmal &) 3a gry W arft, Afew
siar fafma o3 # ufare Some smfve R ik wist wr Azl & Jeam &t @it

HR M

But that didn’t happen in March and April.
e T 751 go|

EEZASIEIC]
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As the S&P 500 fell by as much as 20%, the dollar index dropped 8%, prompting some
soul-searching among investors and a wave of hedging.

S € T T W 500 H 20% 9P P RRTEE g, STeR se 8% IR ar, e ozl &
d st 3k 3R B wER T g3l

In turn, the U.S. currency recorded its worst January to June performance in the entire
floating exchange rate era that began in 1973.

TP URUTARGEY, MRS GaT A 963 | 7 9% &1 a9 TIId USRI guf (T, S 1973
ﬁwﬂwﬁﬂmﬁﬁ%gﬂﬁ 3{d TP BT FeY VRIS e

Whether many asset managers and pension funds around the world still have currency
hedges in the hundreds of billions of dollars to put in place remains a hot topic in
foreign exchange circles.

T g1 IR & s THE AR 3R U g & U it +ff Ast 8Ra STaR & goT 8ol
T & fore €, T faa=i gur & & ues i ger s gen 31

But where did the confidence in the dollar’s safe haven status originate?

AP sTer & PRfEE fEpm & ool # fayr T A Iud gam?

Cold war days
MagE FIIR

You can go all the way back to the Cold War, when a dash for dollars and gold was always
assumed to be the knee-jerk investor response to geopolitical stress.

319 =M g & T b TS S Ihd &, 9d SIAR MR A1 F 3R GIS F! gORM RSP
q1Td & g o=t &t @fa wfafssar amr s

That was driven by the dollar’'s dominance in Western world finance and offshore
deposits alongside its role in maintaining the gold standard.

Tg uf3rft gfrar & faw & STar & wy 3R SUTHERIR STHT & T1Y-T1Y W & S $I §91¢
TG | 5T YFUDT GRT Irierd AT

But the greenback’s latest, most-celebrated safe haven performance was during the
banking crash of 2008.

Afe Maw o1 Frierar, T w=ifra JRfda fSom ue= 2008 & S Jwe & IRM
Tl

Even though U.S. banks, mortgages, and credit markets were the epicenter of the global
financial quake, the dollar still surged in value when it all came asunder.

1ol B SRt §, dU@ SR BT IR Ay faxiia Y&y & &g 3, i o o9 W o
forer T 99 STk &1 9o 9¢ |

The common assumption was foreign investors dashed for U.S. assets despite Wall
Street’s meltdown because of fears of contagion and global recession.

I YR I8 2 b 3y wdY SR ThHUI & S & HRUT aTd Wi & Ua- & JIasg
fad=h Fazet A smfve! Jufwal 3t ok v@ |

And yet, analysis by former Treasury official Brad Setser, now a fellow at the Council on
Foreign Relations, casts doubt on that reasoning.

e o, qﬁaﬂﬁma@fﬁwwﬁuﬁw S 39 BRI T Bive Razia & hal
¥ 39 a% W g YT e |

He suggests the real cause of the 2008 dollar spike was a rapid unwind of dollar-funded
currency carry trades used to exploit cross-border interest rate gaps.

I% GG &d & [ 2008 H STeR B IBTA BT T HRUT AT STax-faa Niva go1 i o5
BT doll § T g, Gﬁ@ﬂmwwammmwﬁ%mwmaﬁ of
Mr. Setser dissects the balance of payments data from the time, concluding overseas
capital “unambiguously” flowed out of U.S. markets as Lehman Brothers collapsed in
late 2008.

oft VeTR I TG & YA Hga- Sel BT fazavor #3d §, I8 Ay FAarad gu i 2008
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Even if net foreign demand for Treasuries persisted, this came mostly from overseas
central banks or investors shifting from other dollar assets like mortgage bonds.
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More broadly, Mr. Setser found that foreign private money flowed out of the U.S.
banking system, shedding corporate and asset-backed bonds in droves.
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The dollar bid came mostly from U.S. investors seeking to repatriate cash from abroad,
he reckons, much of which had been funding carry trades in emerging economies, as
back then U.S. interest rates were relatively low for a long period leading up to the crisis.
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